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S  I  R, 

ALT  HO’  it  may  appear  a  great  degree 
of  boldnefs  in  me,  to  attempt  the  pla¬ 
cing  this  fliort  account  of  my  L, ife  under 
your  Patronage,  by  affixing  your  name  there¬ 
to  ;  yet,  however  obfcure  the  author  may  be, 
the  fubjedt  handled  may  not  altogether  be  un¬ 
worthy  of  your  notice.  Herein  is  exhibited, 
in  a  concife  manner,  a  fcene  of  many  barba¬ 
rities,  and  unheard  of  cruelties,  exercifed  by 
the  favage  Indians ,  in  (ligated  by  the  treache¬ 
rous  French ,  in  America ,  upon  many  innocent 
families,  fparing  neither  the  aged,  nor  the 
moft  tender  infants.  Thefe  relations.  Sir, 
are  genuine  ;  many  of  them  I  was  an  eye- 
witnefs  to,  and  fome  of  them  I  was  the  fub- 
jedtof.  The  Ration  you  are  placed  in,  the 
integrity  of  your  views,  the  depth  of  your 
penetration  in  projecting  fchemes  to  diftrefs 
the  common  foe,  and  your  unwearied  dili¬ 
gence  in  the  execution  thereof,  in  fupport  of 
our  rights  and  privileges  as  men  and  Chrift- 
ians,  have  juftly  rendered  you  famous,  and 
made  me  defirous  of  appearing  cloathed  with 
your  protection. 
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IV  DEDICATION. 

That  the  great  God,  who  over-rules  all 
events,  may  bids  you  in  your  undertakings, 
and  grant  fuccefs  to  yourhoneft,  fincere  andun- 
wearied  endeavours  to  maintain  the  Proreftant 
caufe  *,  and  continue  you  long  at  the  helm  of 
affairs,  for  the  good  of  thefe  nations,  is,  and 
fhall  be,  the  earneft  prayer  of, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  moft  obedient , 
and  mofi  humble  fervant , 

PETER  WILLIAMSON. 


Domeftic  ftrife,  and  party  rage  forego, 

Colled  vour  ftrength,  and  urge  it  on  the  foe. 

See  Pensylvania  bleeds  in  ev’ry  vein. 

Her  houfes  ravag’d,  and  her  children  flain  ! 

Hear  her  to  arms  her  parent  country  call, 

Left  both  fliould  perilh  in  one  common  fall. 

Roufe,  Britons ,  roufe  from  ftoth  and  dull  delays  : 
Be  what  you  were  in  Anne’s  and  Edward’s  dsys  ! 
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FRENCH  and  INDIAN 

CRUELTY. 


H  E  reader  is  not  here  to  expert  a  large 
and  ufelefs  detail  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  late 
years,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  where, 
ever  fince  my  infancy,  it  has  been  my  misfortune 
to  have  lived.  Was  it  in  my  power  indeed,  to  fet 
off  with  pompous  di<5tion,  andembellifii  with  arti¬ 
ficial  deferiptions,  what  ba;  fo  ingroffed  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Europe ,  as  well  as  the  feenes  of  aclion  for  fome 
years  pafi,  perhaps  I  might ;  but,  my  poor  pen, 
being  wholly  unfit  for  fuch  a  talk,  and  never  other- 
wife  employed  than  juft  for  my  own  affairs  and 
amufement,  while  I  had  the  p’eafure  of  living  tran¬ 
quil  and  undifturbed ;  I  muft  beg  leave  to  defift 
from  fuch  an  attempt ;  and  if  fuch  is  expected  from 
me,  claim  the  indulgence  of  that  pardon  which  is 
never  refufed  to  thofe  incapacitated  of  performing 
what  may  be  defired  of  them.  And,  as  a  plain, 
impartial,  and  fuccimft  narrative  of  my  own  life 
and  various  viciflitudes  of  fortune,  is  all  I  (hall  aim 
at,  I  fhall  herein  confine  myfelf  to  plain  iimple 
truth,  and,  in  the  didlates,  refuking  from  an  honeft 
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heart,  give  the  reader  no  other  entertainment  than 
what  (hall  be  matter  of  fa6l ;  and  of  fuch  things 
as  have  actually  happened  to  me,  or  come  to  my 
own  knowledge,  in  the  fphere  of  life,  in  which  it 
ha-  been  my  lot  to  be  placed.  Not,  but  I  hope  I 
may  be  allowed,  now  and  then,  to  carry  on  my 
narrative  from  the  informations  I  have  received  of 
fuch  things  as  relate  to  my  delign,  though  they  have 
not  been  done  or  tranfacled  in  my  prefence. 

Jt  being  ufual  in  narratives  like  this,  to  give  a 
fhort  account  of  the  author’s  birth,  education,  a:  d 
juvenile  exploits,  the  fame  being  looked  upon  as  a 
neceffary,  or  at  leaf!  fatisfadlory  piece  of  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  curious  and  inquifitive  reader  ;  'I  fhail, 
without  boafling  of  a  family  I  am  no  way  intit’ed 
to,  or  recounting  adventures  in  my  youth,  to  which 
I  was  entirely  a  Hranger,  in  a  fhort  manner,  gra¬ 
tify  fuch  curiofity ;  not  expedling,  as  I  faid  be¬ 
fore,  to  be  admired  for  that  elegance  of  ffile  and 
profufion  of  words,  fo  univerfally  made  ufe  of  in 
details  and  hiffories  of  thofe  adventurers,  who  have 
of  late  years  obliged  the  wrorld  with  their  anecdotes 
and  memoirs  ;  and  which  have  had  fcarce  any  other 
exigence  than  in  the  br;;;ns  of  a  bookfeller’s  or 
printer’s  Garretteer ;  who,  from  fewer  incidents, 
and  lefs  furprizing  matter  than  will  be  found  in  this 
fhort  narrative,  have  been,  and  are  daily  enabled, 
to  fpin  and  work  out  their  elaborate  performances 
to  three  or  four  volumes.  That  I,  like  them,  pub- 
lifh  this  for  fupport,  is  true,  but  as  1  am  too  ferifi- 
ble,  the  major  part  of  mankind  will  give  much 
more  to  a  bookfeller,  to  be  in  the  fafhion,  or  fa- 
tisfy  the  r  curiofity,  in  having  or  reading  a  new 
puffed- off  hiftory  or  novel,  than  to  a  real  objedl  of 
diftrefs,  for  an  accurate  and  faithful  account  of  a 
feries  of  misfortunes,  I  have  thought  it  more  ad- 
vifeable  to  confine  myfelf  as  to  lize  and  price,  than 
by  making  a  larger  volume,  mifs  that  afTiifance 
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and  relief,  of  which  I  at  prefent  am  in  fo  great 
need. 

Know,  therefore,  that  I  was  born  in  Hirnlay ,  in 
the  parifh  of  Aboyne  and  county  of  Aberdeen ,  North- 
Britain  y  if  not  of  rich,  yet  of  reputable  parents, 
who  fupported  me  i‘n  the  beft  manner  they  could, 
as  long  as  they  had  the  happinefs  of  having  me  un¬ 
der  their  infpe£Hon ;  but  fatally  for  me,  and  to 
their  great  grief,  as  it  afterwards  proved,  I  was  fent 
to  live  with  an  aunt  at  Abcrdeeriy  where,  at  eight 
years  of  age,  playing  on  the  key,  with  others  of 
my  companions,  being  of  a  (lout  robuft  conftitu- 
tion,  I  was  taken  notice  of  by  two  fellows  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  veflel  in  the  harbour,  employed  (as  the 
trade  then  was)  by  fome  of  the  worthy  merchants 
of  the  town,  in  that  villainous  and  execrable  prac¬ 
tice  called  kidnapping  ;  that  is,  flealing  young  chil¬ 
dren  from  their  parents  and  felling  them  as  Haves  in 
the  plantations  abroad.  Bting  marked  out  by  thofe 
mongers  of  impiety  as  their  prey,  I  was  eafily  ca¬ 
joled  on  board  the  (hip  by  them,  where  I  was  no 
fooner  got,  than  they  condudled  me  between  the 
decks,  to  fome  others  they  had  kidnapped  in  the 
lame  manner.  At  that  time,  I  had  no  lenfe  of  the 
fate  that  was  deflined  for  me,  and  fpent  the  time  in 
childifh  amufements  with  my  fellow  fufferers  in  the 
lleerage,  being  never  fuffered  to  go  upon  deck 
whilft  the  veflel  lay  in  the  harbour  ;  which  was  ’till 
f:ch  a  time  as  they  h  d  got  in  their  loading,  with  a 
complement  of  unhappy  youths  for  "carrying  on 
their  wicked  commerce. 

In  about  a  month’s*  time  the  Ihip  fet  fail  for 
America.  The  treatment  we  met  wuth,  and  the 
tiifling  incidents  which  happened  during  the  voy¬ 
age,  I  hope  I  may  be  excufed  from  relating,  as 
not  being,  at  that  time,  of  an  age  fufficient  to  re¬ 
mark  any  thing  more  than  what  muff  occur  to  every 
one  on  fuch  an  occafion.  However,  I  cannot  for- 
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get  that,  when  we  arrived  on  the  coaft  we  were 
deftined  for,  a  hard  gale  of  wind  fprung  up  from 
the  S.  E.  and  to  the  captain’s  great  furprize,  (he 
not  thinking  he  was  near  land)  although  having 
been  eleven  weeks  on  the  paflage ;  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night  the  {hip  ftruck  on  a  fand-bank,  off 
Cape  May,  near  the  capes  of  Delaware ,  and  to 
the  great  terror  and  affright  of  the  fhip’s  company, 
in  a  fmall  time,  was  almofl  full  of  water.  The 
boat  was  then  hoiffed  out,  into  which  the  captain, 
and  his  fellow  villains,  the  crew’,  got  with  fome 
difficulty,  leaving  me  and  my  deluded  companions 
to  perifh  ;  as  they  then  naturally  concluded  inevi¬ 
table  death  to  be  our  fate.  Often  in  my  diftreffes 
and  miferies  fince,  have  I  wifhed  that  fuch  had 
been  the  confequence,  when  in  a  (rate  of  innocence  ! 
But  providence  thought  proper  to  referve  me  for  fu¬ 
ture  trials  of  its  goodneis.  Thus  abandoned  and 
deferted,  without  the  leaft  profpedb  of  relief,  but 
threatened  every  moment  with  death,  did  thefe  vil¬ 
lains  leave  us.  The  cries,  the  fhrieks  and  tears  of 
a  parcel  of  i  nfants,  had  no  effedi  on,  or  caufed  the 
lead  remorfe  in,  the  breaffs  of  thefe  mercilefs 
wretches.  Scarce  can  I  fay,  to  which  to  give  the 
preference  ;  whether  to  fuch  as  thefe,  who  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Ciiriftian  reli¬ 
gion,  or  to  the  favages  herein  after  defcribed,  who 
profane  not  the  gofpel,  or  hoaft  of  humanity  ;  and, 
if  they  adl  in  a  more  brutal  and  butcherly  manner, 
yet  ’tis  to  their  enemies,  for  the  fake  of  plunder  and 
the  rewards  offered  them  ;  for  their  principles  are 
1  ke  ;  the  love  of  fordid  gain  being  both  their  mo- 
The  fh  p  being  on  a  fand-bank,  which  did 
i  . :  (five  .  ay  to  let  her  deeper,  we  lay  in  the  fame 
<.  ;  condition  ’till  morning;  when,  though 

vr  iaw  the  land  of  Cape  May ,  at  about  a  mile’s 
-Mttance,  we  knew  not  what  would  be  our  fate. 
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The  wind  at  length  abated,  and  the  captain  (un¬ 
willing  to  lofe  all  her  cargo)  about  10  o’clock,  fent 
Come  of  his  crew  in  a  boat  to  the  Ihip’s  fide  to  bring 
us  on  fhore.  where  we  lay  in  a  fort  of  a  camp, 
made  of  the  fails  of  the  veflel  and  fuch  other  things 
as  they  could  get.  The  provifions  lafted  us  until 
we  were  taken  in  by  a  veflel  bound  to  Philadelphia i 
lying  on  this  ifland,  as  well  as  I  can  recolledt,  near 
three  weeks.  Very  little  of  the  cargo  was  faved 
un  amaged,  and  the  veflel  intirely  loft. 

When  arrived  and  landed  at  Philadelphia ,  the 
capital  of  Penfy'vania ,  the  captain  had  foon  people 
enough  who  came  to  buy  us.  He  making  the  moft 
of  his  villainous  1:  ding,  after  his  difaftcr,  fold  us 
at  about  iC/. per  head.  What  became  of  my  un¬ 
happy  companions,  I  never  knew;  but  it  was  my 
lot  to  be  fold  to  one  of  mv  countrymen,  whole 
name  was  High  IViljon,  a  ' loth-Brita'n ,  for  the 
term  of  feven  years,  who  bad  in  h:s  youth  under¬ 
gone  the  fame  fate  as  myfelf;  having  been  kid¬ 
napped  from  St  John  toun  in  Scotland.  As  I  Oi ail 
often  have  occafion  to  mention  Philadelphia  during 
the  courfe  of  my  adventures,  I  fhall  in  this  place 
give  a  fiiort  and  concife  defcrintion  of  the  finelt 
city  in  America ,  and  one  of  the  beft  laid  out  in  the 
world* 

This  city  would  have  been  a  capital  fit  for  an 
empire,  had  it  been  built  and  inhabited  according 
to  the  proprietor’s  pLn.  Cunfidering  its  late  foun¬ 
dation,  ’tis  a  large  city,  and  moft  commodioufly  fi- 
1  uated  between  Delaware  and  Schuylkill ,  two  navi¬ 
gable  rivers.  The  former  being  two  miles  broad, 
and  navigable  300  miles  for  fcnai!  vefiels.  Jr  extends 
in  length  two  miles  from  one  river  to  the  other. 
There  are  eight  long  ftreers  two  miles  in  length, 
tcut  at  right  angles  by  fixtecu  others,  of  one  mile 
in  length,  all  iirait  and  f’pacious.  I  e  houfes  are 
Jtately,  very  numerous,  (  xi;;g  near  3000)  and  ft  ll 
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increafing,  and  all  carried  on  regularly  according 
to  the  firft  plan.  It  has  tvvo  fronts  to  the  water, 
one  on  the  eaft  fide  facing  the  Schuylkill ,  and  that 
on  the  weft  facing  the  Delaware.  I  he  Schuylkill 
being  navigable  8co  miles  above  the  falls,  the  eaft- 
ern  part  is  moft  populous,  where  the  warehoufes, 
Pome  three  ftories  high,  and  wharfs  are  numerous 
and  convenient.  All  the  houfes  have  large  orchards 
and  gardens  belonging  to  them.  The  merchants 
that  rehde  here  are  numerous  and  wealthy,  many 
of  them  keeping  their  coaches,  &c.  In  the  centre 
of  the  city  there  is  a  fpace  of  ten  acres,  whereon 
are  built  the  ftate  houfe,  market-houfe,  andfchool- 
houfe.  The  former  is  built  of  brick,  and  has  a 
prifon  under  it.  The  ftreets  have  their  names  from 
the  feveral  forts  of  timber  common  in  Penfylvania  ; 
as  Mulberry-Jlreet ,  Saffafras-Jlreet ,  Chefnut-Jlreet , 
Beach-Jbeet ,  and  Cedar-Jlreet.  The  oldeft  church 
is  ChrijY s-Church,  and  has  a  numerous  congrega¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  major  part  of-  the  inhabitants,  being 
at  firft  Quakers,  ftill  continue  fo,  who  have  feveral 
JMeeting-boufes ,  and  may  not  improperly  be  called 
the  church,  as  by  law  eftablifh’d,  being  the  origi¬ 
nals.  ,  The  key  is  beautiful,  and  200  feet  fquare, 
to  which  a  fhip  of  200  tons  may  lay  her  broad  fide. 
As  the  advantages  this  city  may  boaft  of,  has  ren¬ 
dered  it  one  of  the  beft  trading  towns  out  of  the 
BritiJ/j  empire  ;  fo  in  all  probability  it  will  increafe 
in  commerce  and  liches,  if  not  prevented  by  party 
faction,  and  religious  feuds,  which  of  late  years 
have  made  it  fuffer  confiderably.  I  he  aflemblies 
and  courts  of  judicature  are  held  here,  as  in  all  ca¬ 
pitals.  The  French  have  no  city  like  it  in  all  Ame¬ 
rica* 

Happy  was  my  lot  in  falling  into  my  country¬ 
man’s  power,  as  he  was,  contrary  to  many  others 
of  his  calling,  a  humane,  worthy  honeft  man. 
Having  no  chftdren  of  his  own,  and  commiferating 
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my  unhappy  condition,  he  took  great  care  of  me 
until  I  was  fit  for  bufinefs  ;  and  about  the  12th 
year  of  my  age,  let  me  about  little  trifles  ;  in  which 
ftate  I  continued  until  my  14th  year,  when  I  was 
more  fit  for  harder  work.  During  fuch  my  idle 
ftate,  feeing  my  fcllow-fervants  often  reading  and 
writing,  it  incited  in  me  an  inclination  to  learn, 
which  I  intimated  to  my  m after,  telling  him,  I  fhould 
be  very  willing  to  ferve  a  year  longer  than  the  con¬ 
tract  by  which  I  was  bound  obliged  me,  if  he  would 
indulge  me  in  going  to  fchool ;  this  he  readily  agreed 
to,  faying,  that  winter  would  be  the  beft  time.  It 
being  then  fummer  ;  I  waited  with  impatience  for 
the  other  feafon  ;  but  to  make  fome  progrefs  in  my 
defign,  I  got  a  primmer,  and  learn’d  as  much  from 
my  fellow-fervants  as  I  could.  At  fchool,  where  I 
went  every  winter  for  five  years,  I  made  a  tolerable 
proficiency,  and  have  ever  fmce  been  improving 
myfelf  at  leifure  hours.  With  this  good  mafter,  I 
continued  till  I  was  feventeen  years  old,  when  he 
died,  and  as  a  reward  for  my  faithful  fervicc,  left 
me  200/.  currency,  which  was  then  about  120/. 
fteriing,  his  beft  horfe,  faddle,  and  all  his  wearing 
apparel. 

Being  now  my  own  mafter,  having  money  in 
my  pocket,  and  all  other  neceftaries,  I  employed 
myfelf  in  jobbing  about  the  country,  working  for 
any  that  would  employ  me,  for  near  feven  years ; 
when  thinking  I  had  money  fuflicientto  follow  fome 
better  way  of  life,  I  refolved  to  fettle  ;  but  thought 
one  ftep  neceftary  thereto,  was  to  be  married  ;  for 
which  purpofe,  I  applied  to  the  daughter  of  a  fub- 
ftantial  planter,  and  found  my  fuit  was  not  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  her,  or  her  father,  fo  that  matters  were 
foon  concluded  upon,  an  1  we  married.  My  father- 
in-law,  in  order  to  eftablifh  us  in  the  world,  in  an 
eafy,  if  not  afflaent  manner,  made  me  a  deed  of 
gift,  of  a  trait  of  land,  that  lay  (unhappily  forme, 
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as  it  has  fince  proved)  on  the  frontiers  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Penfylvania ,  near  the  forks  of  Delaware , 
in  Berks  county,  containing  about  200  acre?,  thirty 
of  which  were  well  cleared,  and  fit  for  immediate 
ufe,  whereon  was  a  good  houfe  and  barn.  1  he 
place  pleafing  me  well,  I  fettled  on  it ;  and  though 
itcod  me  the  major  part  of  my  money,  in  buying 
flock,  houfhold  furniture,  and  implements  for  out¬ 
door  work  ;  and  happy  as  I  was  in  a  good  wife,  yet 
did  my  felicity  lad  me  not  long :  For  about  the  year 
1754,  the  Indians  in  the  French  intered,  who  had 
for  a  long  time  before  ravidied  and  dedroyed  other 
parts  of  America  unmoleded,  I  may  very  properly 
fay,  began  to  be  very  troublefome  on  the  frontiers 
cf  our  province,  where  they  generally  appeared  in 
fmall  skulking  parties,  with  yellrngs,  fhoutings,  and 
antic  pollutes,  indead  of  trumpets  and  drums; 
committing  great  devadations.  The  Penfylvanians 
little  imagined  at  fird,  that  the  Indians  guilty  of  fuch 
outrages  and  violences  were  fome  of  thofe  who  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  rn  the  Engfijh  intered ;  which  alas  ! 
proved  to  be  too  true  to  many  of  us :  For  like  the 
French  in  Europe ,  without  regard  to  faith  of  treaties, 
they  fuddenly  break  out  into  furious  rapid  outrages 
and  devadations,  but  foon  retire  precipitately,  hav¬ 
ing  no  dores  or  provifions  but  what  they  meet  with 
in  their  incurdons ;  fome  indeed  carry  a  bag  with 
bifcuit,  or  Indian  corn  therein,  but  not  unlefs  they 
have  a  long  march  to  their  dedin’d  place  of  a6tion. 
And  thofe  French,  who  were  Tent  to  difpofiefs  us  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  being  indefatigable  in  their 
duty,  and  continually  contriving,  and  uling  all  man¬ 
ner  of  ways  and  means  to  win  the  Indians  to  their 
intered,  many  of  whom  had  been  too  negligent, 
and  fometimes,  I  may  fay,  -cruelly  treated  by  thofe 
who  pretended  to  be  their  protestors  and  friends, 
found  it  no  very  difficult  matter  to  get  over  to  their 
intered,  many  who  belonged  to  thofe  nations  in 

amity 
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amity  with  us :  efpecially  as  the  rewards  they  gave 
them  were  To  great,  they  paying  for  every  fcaip  of 
an  Engli/h  perfon  15  /  fterling. 

T  errible  and  fhocking  to  human  nature,  were 
the  barbarities  daily  committed  by  the  fava°-es,  and 
are  not  to  be  parallels  in  all  the  volumes  ofhiftory! 
Scarce  did  a  day  pafs  but  fome  unhappy  family  or 
other  fell  vidimus  to  French  Chicanery ,  and  favage 
cruelty.  Terrible  indeed  it  proved  to  me,  as  well 
as  to  many  others  ;  I  that  was  now  happy  in  an 
eafy  flate  of  life,  blefled  with  an  affectionate  and 
tender  wire,  who  was  poffeffed  of  all  amiable  qua¬ 
lities,  to  enable  me  to  go  through  this  world  with 
that  peace  and  ferenity  of  mind,  which  every  Chrif- 
tian  wifhes  to  poffefs,  became  on  a  fudden  one  of 
the  mod  unhappy  and  deplorable  of  mankind ; 
fcarce  can  I  fuftain  the  fliock  which  for  ever  recoils 
on  me,  at  thinking  on  Lift  time  of  feeing  that  good 
woman,  the  fatal  ad  of  Ofiobcr^  1754,  fhe  "that 
day  went  from  home  to  vifit  fome  of  her  relations, 
as  I  (laid  up  later  than  ufual,  expediting  her  return, 
none  being  in  the  houfe  befides  myfelf,  how  great 
was  my  furpr'rze,  terror  and  affright  when,  about 
eleven  o’clock  at  night,  I  heard  thedifmal  war-cry, 
or  war-whoop  of  the  favages,  which  they  make  on 
fuch  occafion-,  and  may  be  exprcfs’d,  JVoach ,  woacb, 
h'a >  hack,  woach ,  and  to  my  inexpreflible  grief, 

foon  found  my  houfe  was  attack’d  by  them  ;  I  flew 
to  the  chamber-window,  and  perceived  them  to  be 
twelve  in  number.  They  making  feveral  attempts 
to  come  in,  I  afked  them  what  they  wanted  ?  They 
gave  m<f  no  anfwer,  but  continued  beating,  and  try- 
ing  to  get  the  ooor  open.  Judge  then  tire  condi tion 
I  muft  be  in,  knowing  the  cruelty  and  mercilets 
cifpolition  of  thofe  favages,  fhould  I  full  into  their 
hands.  To  eflape  which  dreadful  misfortune,  hav- 
ing  my  gun  loaded  in  my  hand,  I  threaten’d  them 
with  death,  if  they  fhould  not  defift.  But  how 
3  vain 


I4  The  LIFE  of 

vain  and  fruitlefs  are  the  efforts  of  one  man  againft 
the  united  force  of  fo  many  !  and  of  fuch  mercilefs, 
undaunted  and  blood -thirtty  monfters  as  I  had  here 
to  deal  with.  One  of  them  that  couldjpeak  a  little 
Englijh ,  threatened  me  in  return,  “  1  hat  if  I  did 
“  not  come  out,  they  would  burn  me  alive  in  the 
tc  houfe  telling  me  farther  what  I  unhappily 
perceived,  “  That  they  were  no  friends  to  the 
Englijh)  but  if  I  would  come  out  and  furrender 
<<  my  felt  prifonc-r,  they  would  not  kill  me.”  My 
terror  and  diflra&ion  at  hearing  this  is  not  to  be  ex- 
preffed  by  words,  nor  eaiily  imagined  by  any  per- 
fon,  unlefs  in  the  fame  condition.  Little  couid  I 
depend  on  the  promifes  of  fuch  creatures ;  and  yet, 
if  I  did  not,  inevitable  death,  by  being  burnt  alive, 
muff  be  my  lot.  Diffracted  as  i  was  in  fuch  deplo¬ 
rable  circumftances,  I  chofe  to  rely  on  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  their  fallacious  promifes,  rather  than  meet 
with  certain  death  by  rejecting  them  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  went  out  of  my  houfe  with  my  gun  in  my 
hand,  not  knowing  what  1  did  or  that  I  had  it. 
Immediately  on  my  approach  they  rufiied  on  me 


like  fo 


and  inflantly  difarmed  me. 


Having  me  thus  in  their  power,  the  mercilefs  vil 
Jains  bound  me  to  a  tree  near  the  door :  they  then 
went  into  tire  houfe  and  plundered  and  deftroyed 
every  thing  there  was  in  it,  carrying  off  what  mo¬ 
veables  they  could  ;  the  reft,  together  with  the 
houfe,  which  they  fet  fire  to,  was  confumed  before 
mv  eyes.  The  Barbarians  not  fatisfied  with  this, 
fet  fire  to  my  barn,  liable,  and  out-houfes,  where¬ 
in  were  about  200  bufhels  of  wheat,  fix  cows, 
four  horfes,  and  fivp  flieep,  which  underwent  the 
fame  fate,  being  all  intirely  confumed  to  allies. 
During  the  conflagration,  to  delcribe  the  thoughts, 
the  fears,  and  mifery  that  I  felt,  is  utterly  impof- 
lible,  as  ’tis  even  now  to  mention  what  I  feel  at 
the  remembrance  thereof. 


Having 
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Having  thus  finilhed  the  execrable  bufinefs,  about 
which  they  came,  one  of  the  mongers  came  to  me 
with  a  Tcmahawk  *  in  his  hand,  threatening  me  with 
the  worft  of  deaths,  if  I  would  not  willingly  go  with 
them,  and  be  contented  with  their  way  of  living. 
This  I  feemingly  agreed  to,  promifing  to  do  every 
thing  for  them  that  lay  in  my  power;  trufting  to 
Providence  for  the  time  when  I  might  be  delivered 
out  of  their  hands.  Upon  this  they  untied  me,  and 
gave  me  a  great  load  to  carry  on  my  back,  under 
which  I  travelled  all  that  night  with  them,  full  of 
themoft  terrible  apprehenfions,  and  opprefs'd  with 
the  greateft  anxiety  of  mind,  left  my  unhappy  wife 
fhould  likewife  have  fallen  a  prey  to  thefe  cruel 
monfters.  At  day-break,  my  infernal  mailers  or¬ 
dered  me  to  lay  down  my  load,  when  tying  my 
hands  again  round  a  tree  with  a  fmall  cord,  they 
forced  the  blood  out  of  my  fingers  ends.  They  then 
kindled  a  fire  near  the  tree  whereto  I  was  bound, 
which  fill’d  me  with  the  moll  dreadful  agonies  con¬ 
cluding  I  was  going  to  be  made  a  facrifice  to  their 
barbarity. 

This  narrative,  O  reader !  may  feem  dry  and 
tedious  to  you  :  My  miferies  and  misfortunes,  great 
as  they  have  been,  may  b;  confider’d  only  as  what 
others  have  daily  met  with  for  years  paft;  yet,  on 
reflection,  you  can’t  help  indulging  me  in  the  reci¬ 
tal  of  them  :  For  to  the  unfortunate  and  diftrefc’d, 
recounting  our  miferies,  is,  in  lome  fort,  an  alle¬ 
viation  of  them. 

Permit  me  therefore  to  proceed  ;  not  byrecount¬ 
ing  to  you  the  deplorable  condition  I  then  was  in, 

*  A  Tomahawk,  is  a  kind  ofliatchet,  made  fomething  like 
our  Plaifterer’s  hammers,  about  two  feet  long,  handle  and  all. 
To  take  up  the  hatchet  (or  Tomahawk)  am  ng  them,  is  to  del 
dare  war.  They  generally  ufe  it  after  firing  their  guns,  by 
rufhing  on  their  enemies,  and  fradluring  or  cleaving  their  fculis 
with  it,  and  very  feldom  fail  of  killing  at  the  firft  blow. 


for 
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for  that  is  more  than  can  be  defcribed  to  you,  by 
one  who  thought  of  nothing  lefs  than  being  imme¬ 
diately  put  to  death  in  the  moft  excruciating  man¬ 
ner  thefe  devils  could  invent.  The  fire  being  thus 
made,  they  for  fome  time  danced  round  me  after 
their  manner,  with  various  odd  motions  and  antic 
goftures,  whooping,  hollowing,  and  crying,  in  a 
frightful  manner,  as  it  is  their  cuftom.  Having 
fatisfied  themfelves  in  this  fort  of  their  mirth,  they 
proceeded  in  a  more  tragical  manner  ;  taking  the 
burning  coals  and  flicks,  flaming  with  fire  at  the  H 
ends,  holding  them  near  my  face,  head,  hands, 
and  feet,  with  a  deal  of  monflrous  pleafure  and  fa- 
tisfa&ion  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  threatening  to  burn 
meintirely,  if  J  made  the  leaft  noife  or  cried  out: 

Thus  tortured  as  I  was,  almoft  to  death,  I  fuffered 
their  brutal  pleafure  without  being  allowed  to  vent 
my  inexpreffible  anguifti  otherwife  than  by  (bedding 
filent  tears ;  even  which,  when  thefe  inhuman  tor¬ 
mentors  obferved,  with  a  (hocking  pleafure  and 
alacrity,  they  would  take  frefh  coals,  and  apply 
near  my  eyes,  telling  me  my  face  was  wet,  and 
that  they  would  dry  it  for  me,  which  indeed  they 
cruelly  did.  How  I  underwent  thefe  tortures  I  have 
here  fldntly  defcribed,  has  been  matter  of  wonder 
to  me  many  times  j  but  God  enabled  me  to  wait 
with  more  than  common  patience  for  a  deliverance 
I  daily  prayed  for. 

•Having  at  length  fatisfied  their  brutal  pleafure, 
they  fat  down  round  the  fire,  and  roafled  their  meat, 
of  which  they  had  robbed  my  dwelling.  When 
they  had  prepared  it,  and  fatisfied  their  voracious 
appetites,  they  offered  fome  to  me ;  though  it  is 
eafily  imagined  I  had  but  little  appetite  to  eat,  after 
the  tortures  and  miferies  I  had  undergone ;  yet,  was 
I  forced  to  feem  pleafed  with  what  they  offered  me, 
lefl  by  refufing  it,  they  had  again  reaflumed  their 
iiellifli  p radices.  What  I  could  not  .eat,  I  con¬ 
trive 
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trived  to  get  between  the  bark  and  the  tree,  where 
I  was  fixed,  they  having  unbound  my  hands  till 
they  imagined  I  had  eat  all  they  gave  me  ;  but  then 
they  again  bound  me  as  before;  in  which  deplora¬ 
ble  condition  was  I  forced  to  continue  all  that  day. 
When  the  fun  was  fet,  they  put  out  the  fire,  and 
covered  the  afhes  with  leaves,  as  is  their  ufual  cuf- 
tom,  that  the  white  people  might  not  difcover  any 
traces  or  figns  of  their  having  been  there. 

1  bus  had  thei'e  barbarous  wretches  finifhed  their 
fiift  diabolical  piece  of  work  ;  and  fhocking  as  it 
may  fecm  to  the  humane  Englifh  heart,  yet  what  I 
underwent  was  but  trifling,  in  companion  to  the 
torments  and  miferies  which  I  was  afterwards  an 
cye-witnefs  of  being  infli&ed  on  others  of  my  un¬ 
happy  fellow-creatures. 

Going  from  thence  along  by  the  river  Sufquehana 
for  the  fpace  of  fix  miles,  loaded  as  I  was  before, 
we  arrived  at  a  fpot  near  the  Apalachian  mountains, 
or  Blue-Hills ,  where  they  hid  their  plunder  under 

logs  of  wood - And,  oh,  fhocking  to  relate! 

from  thence  did  thefe  hellifh  monfters  proceed  to  a 
neighbouring  houfe,  occupied  by  one  ’Jac.b  Snider , 
and  his  unhappy  family,  confifling  of  his  wife,  five 
children,  and  a  young  man  his  fervant.  They  foon 
got  admittance  into  the  unfortunate  man’s  houfe, 
where  they  immediately  without  the  leaf!  remorfe, 
and  with  more  than  brutal  cruelty,  fcalped  *  the 

*  Scalping,  is  taking  off  the  (kin  from  the  top  of  the 
head  ;  which  they  perform  with  a  long  knife  that  they  hang 
round  their  neck,  and  always  carry  with  them.  They  cut  the 
fkln  round  as  much  of  the  head  as  they  think  proper,  fome- 
times  quite  round  from  the  neck  and  forehead,  then  take  it  in 
their  fingers  and  pluck  it  off,  and  often  leave  the  unhappy  crea¬ 
tures,  foferved,  to  die  in  a  moft  miferable  manner.  Some,  who 
are  not  cut  too  deep  in  the  temples  or  fcull,  live  in  horrid  tor¬ 
ments  many  hours,  and  fometimes  a  day  or  two  after.  The 
fealps,  or  lkinsthus  taken  off,  they  preferve  and  cariy  home  in 
triumph,  where  they  receive,  as  is  faid  before,  a  confiderablc 
fum  for  every  one. 


tender 
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tender  parents  and  the  unhappy  children :  Nor 
could  the  tears,  the  flhrieks,  or  cries  of  thefe  un¬ 
happy  victims  prevent  their  horrid  maflacre  :  For 
having  thus  fcalped  them,  and  plundered  the  houfe 
of  every  thing  that  was  moveable,  they  fet  fire  to 
the  fame,  where  the  poor  creatures  met  their  final 
doom  amidft  the  flames,  the  hellifh  mifcreants 
{landing  at  the  door,  or  as  near  the  houfe  as  the 
flames  would  permit  them,  rejoicing,  and  echoing 
back  in  their  diabolical  manner,  the  piercing  cries, 
heart-rending  groans,  and  paternal  and  affedlionate 
Toothings,  which  iffued  from  this  moft  horrid  facri- 
fice  of  an  innocent  family.  Sacrifice  !  I  think  I 
may  properly  call  it,  to  the  aggrandizing  the  am¬ 
bition  of  a  king,  who  wrongly  fliies  himfelf  Mojl 
Cbrifiian !  For,  had  thefe  favages  been  never 
tempted  with  the  alluring  bait  of  all  powerful  gold, 
myfelf  as  well  as  hundreds  of  others,  might  (fill 
have  lived  moft  happily  in  our  ftations.  If  Chrif- 
tians  countenance,  nay,  hire  thofe  wretches,  to 
live  in  a  continual  repetition  of  plunder,  rapine, 
murder,  and  conflagration,  in  vain  are  miffionaries 
fent,  or  films  expended  for  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel.  But  thefe  fentiments,  with  many  others, 
muft  before  the  end  of  this  narrative  occur  to  every 
humane  heart. - Therefore  to  proceed  ;  not  con¬ 

tented  with  what  thefe  infernals  had  already  done, 
they  {till  continued  their  inordinate  villainy,  in 
making  a  general  conflagration  of  the  barn  and 
{tables,  together  with  all  the  corn,  horfes,  cows, 
and  every  thing  on  the  place. 

Thinking  the  young  man  belonging  to  this  un¬ 
happy  family,  would  be  of  fome  fervice  to  them, 
in  carrying  part  of  their  hellifh- acquired  plunder, 
they  fpared  his  life,  and  loaded  him  and  myfelf  with 
what  they  had  here  got,  and  again  marched  to  tne 
Blue- Hills  where  they  flowed  their  goods  as  before. 
My  fellow- fufferer  could  not  long  bear  the  cruel  treat¬ 
ment 
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ment  which  we  were  both  obliged  to  fuffer,  and 
complaining  bitterly  to  me,  of  his  being  unable  to 
proceed  any  farther,  I  endeavoured  to  confole  him, 
as  much  as  lay  in  my  power,  to  bear  up  under  his 
affliiftions  anJ  wait  with  patience,  ’till  by  the  di¬ 
vine  affiftance,  we  fhould  be  delivered  out  of  their 
clutches ;  but  all  in  vain,  for  he  Hill  continued  his 
moans  and  tears,  which  one  of  the  favages  perceiv¬ 
ing,  as  we  travelled  on,  inflantly  came  up  to  us, 
and  with  his  tomahawk ,  gave  him  a  blow  on  the 
head,  which  felled  the  unhappy  youth  to  the  ground, 
where  they  immediately  fcaiped  and  left  him.  The 
fuddennefs  of  this  murder,  fhocked  me  to  that  de¬ 
gree,  that  I  was  in  a  manner  like  a  Hatue,  being 
q  rite  mo'ion'e  s,  e>pe<5ling  my  fate  would  foon  be 
the  fame:  However,  recovering  my  diflradted 
tho;ghts,  I  dillembled  the  uneafinefs  and  anguifli 
which  I  feltas  well  as  I  could  from  the  Barbarians  j 
but  Hill,  fuch  was  the  terror  I  was  under,  that  for 
fome  timelfcarceknew  the  days  of  the  week, or  what 
I  did  ;  I'o  that  at  this  period,  life  did,  indeed,  be¬ 
come  a  burthen  to  me,  and  I  regretted  my  being 
faved  from  my  firH  perfecutors,  the  failors. 

The  horrid  fa£t  being  compleated,  they  kept  on 
their  courfe  near  the  mountains,  where  they  lay 
fkulkingfour  or  five  days,  rejoicing  at  the  plunder 
and  (tore  they  had  got.  When  provifions  became 
fcarce,  they  made  their  way  towards  Sufqushana  ; 
where,  Hill  to  adj  to  the  many  barbarities  they  had 
already  committed,  palling  near  another  houfe  in¬ 
habited  by  an  unhappy  old  man,  whofe  name  was 
Join  Adams,  with  his  wife  and  four  fmall  children; 
and  meeting  with  no  refiflance,  they  immediately 
fcaiped  the  unhappy  wife  and  her  four,  children,  be¬ 
fore  the  good  old  man’s  eyes.  Inhuman  and  hor¬ 
rid  as  this  was,  it  did  not  fatiate  them;  for  when 
they  had  murdered  the  poor  woman,  they  acted  with 
her  in  fuch  a  brutal  manner,  as  decency,  or  the 
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remembrance  of  the  crime,  will  not  permit  me  to 
mention  ;  and  this  even  before  the  unhappy  hu  - 
band  ;  who,  not  being  able  to  avoid  the  fight,  and 
incapable  of  affording  her  the  1-eaft  relief,  intreated 
them  to  put  an  end  to  his  miferable  being  ;  'ut  tn^y 
were  as  deaf,  and  regardlefs  to  the  teais,  prayers, 
and  intreaties  of  this  venerable  fufferer,  as  they  had 
been  to  thofe  of  the  others,  and  proceeded  m  their 
helhfti  purpofe  of  burning  and  deftroying  his  houle, 
barn,  corn,  hay,  cattle,  and  every  thing  the  poor 
man  a  ff-w  hours  before  was  maffer  of.  having 
faved  what  they  thought  proper  from  the  flames, 
they  gave  the  old  man,  feeble,  week,^  and  in  the 
miferable  condition  he  then  was,  as  well  as  my  lei;, 
burthens  to  carry,  and  loading  themfelves  like  wife 
with  bre?d  and  meat,  purfued  their  journey  on  to- 
wards  the  Great  Swamp',  where  being  arrived,  they 
lay  for  eight  or  nine  days,  fometimes  diverting 
themfelves,  in  exercifmg  the  mod  atrocious  and  bar¬ 
barous  cruelties  on  their  unhappy  yidtim,  the  o 
man:  fometimes  they  would ftrrp  him  naked,  and 
paint  him  all  over  with  various  forts  of  colours, 
which  they  extracted,  or  made  from  herbs  and 
roots  :  at  other  times  they  wou  d  pluck  the  white 
hairs  from  his  venerable  head,  and  tauntingly  tell 
him,  He  was  a  fool  for  living  jo  long ,  and  that  they 
Jbould  Jhew  him  kindnefs  tn  putting  him  out  of  the 
world  j  to  all  which  the  poor  creature  could  but 
vent  his  fighs,  his  tears,  his  moans,  and  intreaties, 
that  to  my  affrighted  imagination,  were  enough  to 
penetrate  a  heart  of  adamant,  and  foften  the  moll 
obdurate  favage.  In  vain,  alas!  were  all  his  tears, 
for  dady  did  they  tire  themfelves  with  the  various 
means  thev  tried  to  torment  him ;  fometimes  tying 
him  to  a  tree,  and  whipping  him  ;  at  others,  feoren- 
ing  his  furrowed  cheeks  with  red-hot  coals,  and 
burning  his  legs,  quite  to  the  knees :  but  the  good 
old  man  inftead  of  repining,  or  wickedly  arraign¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  divine  juftice,  like  many  others  in  fuch 
cafes  j  even  in  the  greateft  agonies,  inceftantlv  of¬ 
fered  up  his  prayers  to  the  Almighty,  with  the  mod 
fervent  thankfgivings  for  his  former  mercies,  and 
hoping  the  flames,  then  furrounding  and  burning 
his  aged  limbs,  would  foon  fend  him  to  the  blilsful 
manlions  of  the  juft,  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  blef- 
fings  there.  And,  during  fuch  his  pious  ejacula¬ 
tions,  his  infernal  plagues  would  come  round  him, 
mimicking  his  heart-rending  groans,  and  piteous 
wailings.  One  ni_ht  after  he  had  been  thus  tor¬ 
mented,  whilft  he  and  I  were  fitting  together,  con¬ 
doling  each  ocher  at  the  misfortunes  and  miferies 
we  daily  fuffercd,  twenty  five  other  Indians  arrived, 
bringing  with  them  twenty  fcalps  and  three  prifoners 
who  had  unhappily  fallen  into  their  hands  in  Canno - 
cojigge,  a  fmall  town  near  the  river  Sufquchana , 
chiefly  inhabited  by  th  thijh.  Thefeprifoners  gave 
us  fome  {hocking  accounts  of  the  murders  and  de¬ 
valuations  committed  in  their  parts.  The  various 
and  complicated  adfions  of  thefe  Barbarians  would 
intirely  fill  a  large  volume  ;  but  what  I  have  already 
written,  with  a  few  other  inftances  which  I  (hall 
fcledt  from  their  information,  will  enable  the  reader 
to  guefs  at  the  horrid  treatment  the  Englijh ,  and 
Indians  in  their  intereft,  have  fuffered  for  many  years 
paft.  I  (hall  therefore  only  mention  in  a  brief man¬ 
ner  thofe  that  fuffered  near  the  fame  time  with  my- 
felf.  This  party,  who  now  joined  us,  had  it  not,- 
I  found,  in  their  power,  to  begin  their  wickednefs 
as  foon  as  thofe  who  vifited  my  habitation  ;  the 
firft  of  their  tragedies  being  on  the  25th  day 
of  Oflobtr-,  1754,  when  Jcbn  Lewis,  with  his  wife, 
and  three  fmall  children,  fell  facrifices  to  their 
cruelty,  and  were  miferably  /capped  and  murdered  ;  ' 
hi,  houfe,  barn,  and  every  thing  he  pollefled,  being 
burnt  and  deftroyed.  On  the  28th  Jacob  Miller , 
with  his  wife  and  fix  of  his  family,  together  with 

every 
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every  thing  on  his  plantation,  underwent  the  fam< 
fate.  The  30th,  the  houfe,  mill,  barn,  twen¬ 
ty  head  of  cattle,  two  teams  of  hoifes,  and  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  unhappy  George  Fo.ke,  met 
with  the  like  treatment,  himfelf,  wife,  and  all  his 
inferable  family,  confifting  of  nine  in  number,  be¬ 
ing  inhumanly  fcalped ,  then  cut  in  pieces,  and  given 
to  the  fwine,  which  devoured  them.  I  fhah  give 
another  another  inftance  of  the  numberlefs  and  un¬ 
heard  of  barbarities  they  related  of  thefe  favages, 
and  proceed  to  their  own  tragical  end.  In  ifcort, 
one  of  the  fubftantial  traders,  belonging  to  the  pro¬ 
vince,  having  bufmefs  that  called  him  fo me  miles 
up  the  country,  fell  into  the  hands  of  thefe  devils, 
who  not  only  fcalped  him,  but  immediately  roafted 
him  before  he  was  dead  j  then,  like  Combats ,  for 
want  of  other  food,  eat  his  whole  body,  and  of 
his  head  made  what  they  called  an  Indian  pud- 

From  thefe  few  inftances  of  favage  cruelty,  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  the  defencelefs  inhabitants, 
and  what  they  hourly  fuffer’d  in  that  part  of  the 
globe  mult  {trike  the  utmoft  horror  to  a  human 
foul,  and  caufe  in  every  breaft  the  utmoft  ■detelta- 
tion,  not  only  againft  the  authors  of  ftrch  tragic 
fcenes,  but  againft  thofe  who  thro’  perfidy,  inat¬ 
tention,  or  pufillanimous  and  erroneous  principles, 
fuffered  thefe  favages  at  firft,  unrepell’d,  or  even 
unmolefted,  to  commit  fuch  outrages  and  incredi¬ 
ble  depredations  and  murders.  For  no  torments, 
no  barbarities  that  can  be  exercifed  on  the  human 
facrifices,  they  get  into  their  power,  are  left  untrie 

or  omitted.  .  ,  ,  r 

The  three  prifoners  that  were  brought  with  thefe 
additional  forces,  conftantly  repining  at  their  lot,  and 
almoft  dead  with  their  exceffive  hard  treatment, 
contrived  at  laft  to  make  their  efcape ;  but  being 
far  from  their  own  fcttlements,  and  not  knowing 
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the  country,  were  foon  after  met  by  fome  others  of 
the  tribes  or  nations  at  war  with  us,  and  brought 
back  to  their  diabolical  matters,  who  greatly  re¬ 
joiced  at  having  them  again  in  their  infernal  power 
I  he  poor  creatures  almoft  famifhed  for  want  of 
luitenance,  having  had  none  during  the  time  of 
them  elopement !  were  no  fooner  in  the  clutches  of 
the  barbarians,  than  two  of  them  were  tied  to  a  tree 
and  a  great  fire  made  round  them,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  till  they  were  terribly  fcorch’d  and  burnt  • 
when  one  of  the  villains  with  his  fealpino-  knife’ 
npt  open  their  bellies,  took  out  their  entrails,  and 
burnt  them  before  their  eyes,  whilft  the  others  were' 
cutting,  piercing,  and  tearing  the  fielh  from  their 
brealts,  hands,  arms,  and  legs,  with  red  hot  irons, 
(.11  (hey  were  dead  The  third  unhappy  vicTm 
was  referv  d  a  few  hours  longer,  (o  be,  if  poffible, 
lacrihced  in  a  more  cruel  manner;  his  arms  were 
tied  clofeto  his  body,  and  a  hole  being  du*,  deeo 
enough  for  him  to  ttand  upright,  he  was  put  there¬ 
in,  and  earth  ram’d  and  beat  in  all  round  his  body 
up  to  his  neck,  fo  that  his  head  only  appear’d  above 
ground ;  they  then  fealp’d  him,  and  there  let  him 
remain  for  three  or  four  hours  in  the  greatett  ao-o- 
mes;  after  which  they  made  a  fmalj  fire  n  ar  his 
head,  caufing  him  to  fuffer  the  moft  excruciating 
torments  imaginable,  whiltt  the  poor  creature  could 
only  cry  for  mercy  in  killing  him  immediately,  for 
h.s  brains  were  boiling  in  his  head:  Inexorable  to 
all  his  plaints  they  continued  the  fire,  whilft  (hock¬ 
ing  to  behold  !  his  eyes  gulh’d  out  of  their  fockets  • 
and  fuch  agonizing  torments  did  the  unhappy  crea- 
ture  futter  for  ne.r  two  hours,  ’till  he  was  quite 
dead !  I  hey  then  cut  off  his  head,  and  buried  it 
with  the  other  bodies;  my  talk  being  to  ah  the 
graves,  which  feeble  and  terrified  as  i  was,  the 
dread  of  futtering  the  fame  fate,  enabled  me  to  do. 

I  (hall  not  here  take  up  the  reader’s  time,  in  vainly 

at- 
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attempting  to  defcribe  what  I  felt  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  but  continue  my  narrative,  as  more  equal  to 

my  abilities.  _  ,  . 

A  great  fnow  now  falling,  the  Barbarians  were 

a  little  fearful,  left  the  white  people  ftiould  by  their 
traces,  find  out  their  (kulking  retreats,  which  obliged 
them  to  make  the  heft  of  their  way  to  theirwinter-quar- 
ters,  about  200  miles  farther  from  any  plantations  or 
inhabitants ;  where,  after  a  long  and  tedious  journey, 
being  almoft  ftarved,  I  arrived  with  this  infernal 
crew*.  The  place  where  we  were  to  reft,  in  their 
tongue,  is  called  Alamingo .  There  I  found  a  num- 
ber°  of  Wigwams  *  full  of  their  women  and  chil¬ 
dren.  Dancing,  finging,  and  (hooting  were  their 
general  amufements  >  and  in  all  their  feftivals  and 
dances,  they  relate  what  fuccefles  they  have  had, 
and  what  damages  they  have  fuftained  in  their  ex¬ 
peditions  ;  in  which  I  became  part  of  their  theme. 
The  feverity  of  the  cold  increafing,  they  ftnpt  me 
of  my  cloaths  for  their  own  ufe,  arid  gave  me  fuch 
as  they  ufually  wore  themfelves,  being  a  piece  of 
blanket,  a  pair  of  Mogganes,  or  (hoes,  with  a  yard 
of  coarfe  cloth,  to  put  round  me  inftead  of  breeches. 
To  defcribe  their  drefs  and  manner  of  living  may 
not  be  altogether  unacceptable  to  fome  of  my  readers, 
but  as  the  fize  of  this  book  will  not  permit  me  to 
be  fo  particular  as  I  might  otherwife  be,  I  (hall  juft 

That  they  in  general  wear  a  white  blanket,  which 
in  wartime  they  paint  with  various  figures ;  but 
particularly  the  leaves  of  trees,  in  order  to  deceive 
their  enemies  when  in  the  woods.  Their  Mogganes 
are  made  of  deer-fttins,  and  the  beft  fort  have  them 

*  Wigwams,  are  the  names  they  give  their  houfes,  which 
are  no  more  than  little  huts,  made  with  three  or  four  fork’d 
flakes  drove  into  the  ground,  and  cover’d  with  deer  or  other 
4kim  }  or  for  want  of  them  with  large  leaves  and  earth. 

bound 
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bound  round  the  edges  with  little  beads  and  ribbands. 
On  their  legs  they  wear  pieces  of  blue  cloth  for 
flockings,  fomething  like  our  foldiers  fpatter- 
d allies ;  they  reach  higher  than  their  knees,  but  not 
lower  than  their  ancles  ;  they  efteem  them  eafy  to 
run  in.  Breeches  they  never  wear,  but  infiead 
thereof  two  pieces  of  linen,  one  before  and  another 
behind.  The  better  fort  have  fliirts  of  the  fined: 
linen  they  can  get, and  to  thofe  Lome  wear  ruffies ;  but 
thefe  they  never  put  on,  till  they  have  painted  them 
of  various  colours,  which  they  get  from  the  Pecone 
root,  and  bark  of  trees,  and  never  pull  them  off  to 
wafh,  but  wear  them  till  they  fall  in  pieces.  They 
are  very  proud,  and  take  great  delight  in  wearing 
trinkets;  fuch  as  filver  plates  round  their  wrifts  and 
necks,  with  feveral  firings  of  Wampum  (which  is 
made  of  cotton,  interwove  with  pebbles,  cockle- 
Ihells,  &c.)  down  to  their  breafis ;  and  from  their 
ears  and  nofes  they  have  rings  and  beads,  which 
hang  dangling  an  inch  or  two.  The  men  have 
no  beards,  to  prevent  which  they  ufe  certain  infiru- 
ments  and  tricks  as  foon  as  it  begins  to  grow.  The 
hair  of  their  heads  is  managed  differently,  fome 
pluck  out  and  deftroy  all,  except  a  lock  hanging 
from  the  crown  of  the  head,  which  they  interweave 
with  Wampum  and  feathers  of  various  colours. 
The  woimn  wear  it  very  long,  tvvifted  down  their 
backs,  with  beads,  feathers,  and  Wampum ;  and 
on  their  heads  molt  of  them  wear  little  coronets  of 
brafs  or  copper;  round  their  middle  they  wear  a 
blanket  infiead  of  a  petticoat.  The  females  are 
very  chafte,  and  conftant  to  their  hufbands ;  and  if 
any  young  maiden  fliould  happen  to  have  a  child 
before  marriage,  file  is  never  cflee.mcd  afterwards. 
As  for  their  food  they  get  it  chiefly  by  hunting  and 
{hooting,  and  boil,  broil,  or  roaft  all  the  meat  they 
eat.  Their  ftanding-dilh  confifts  of  Indian  corn 
foak’d,  then  bruis'd  and  boil’d  over  a  gentle  fire, 

B  for 
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for  ten  or  twelve  hours.  Their  bread  is  likewife 
made  of  this,  wild  oats  or  fun-flower  feeds.  Set 
meals  they  never  regard,  but  eat  when  they  are 
hungry.  Their  gun,  Tomahawk ,  fcalping  knife, 
powder  and  fhot,  are  all  they  have  to  carry  with 
them  in  time  of  war;  bows  and  arrows  being  fel- 
dom  ufed  by  them.  They  generally  in  war  decline 
open  engagements;  bufh-fighting  or  ikulking  is 
their  difcipline  ;  and  they  are  brave  when  engaged, 
having  great  fortitude  in  enduring  tortures  and  death. 
No  people  have  a  greater  love  of  liberty,  or  affec¬ 
tion  to  their  relations ;  but  they  are  the  moft  impla¬ 
cably  vindictive  people  upon  the  earth,  for  they  re¬ 
venge  the  death  of  any  relation,  or  any  great  affront, 
whenever  occafion  prefents,  let  the  diftance  of  time 
or  place  be  never  fo  remote:  To  all  which  I  may 
add  what  the  reader  has  already  obferved,  that  they 
are  inhumanly  cruel.  But,  fome  other  nations 
might  be  more  happy,  if,  in  fome  infiances,  they 
copied  them,  and  made  tuife  conduct,  courage ,  and 
pcrfmal  Jlrength ,  the  chief  recommendations  for 
war- captains,  or  Werowances ,  as  they  call  them. 
In  times  of  peace  they  vifit  the  plantations  inhabi¬ 
ted  by  the  whites,  to  whom  they  fell  bafkets,  ladles, 
fpoons,  and  other  fuch  trifles,  which  they  are  very 
expert  in  making.  When  night  comes,  if  admit¬ 
ted  into  any  houfe  they  beg  leave  to  lie  down  by 
the  Are  fide,  chufing  that  place  rather  than  any 
other,  which  is  feldom  refufed  them,  if  fober,  for 
then  they  are  honeft;  but  if  drunk,  are  very  dan¬ 
gerous  and  troublefome,  if  people  enough  are  not 
in  the  houfe  to  quell  them.  Nor  would  they  at 
any  time  be  guilty  of  fuch  barbarous  depredations 
as  they  are,  did  not  thofe  calling  themfelves  Chrif- 
lians,  inticethem  thereto  with  firong  liquors,  which 
they  are  vaftly  fond  of ;  as  well  as  by  the  pecuniary 
rewards  which  they  give  for  the  fcalps.  If  ambi¬ 
tion  cannot  be  gratified,  or  fuperiority  obtained, 
otherwife  than  by  the  deaths  of  thoufands ;  would 
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it  not,  in  thofe  who  feek  fuch  airy  phantoms,  and 
are  fo  inordinately  fond  of  their  fellow  creatures 

lives,  favour  a  little  more  of  humanity  to  have  them 

kill’d  inftantly,  and,  if  they  muft  have  proofs  of 
murder,  fealp’d  afterwards  ?  than  by  allowing  and 
encouraging  fuch  mercilefs  treatment,  render  them- 
felves  a°  obnoxious,  cruel,  and  barbarous,  to  a 
human  mind,  as  the  very  favages  themfelves.  How- 
ever,  they  fometimes  fuffer  by  their  plots  and  chi¬ 
canery  laid  for  the  deflation  of  others ;  it  often 
happening  that  the  traders  or  emiffaries  lent  to  al¬ 
lure  them  to  the  execution  of  their  fchemes,  rightly 
fall  vi&i ms  themfelves  ;  for,  as  they  always  carry 
with  them  horfe-loads  of  rum,  which  the  Indians 
are  fond  of,  they  foonget  drunk,  quarrelfome,  and 
wicked,  and,  in  their  fury,  often  kill  and  deftroy 
their  tempters:  A  juft  reward  for  their  wicked 
deftgns!  nay,  it  has  fuch  an  effect  on  them,  that 
when  fo  intoxicated,  they  even  burn  and  confume 
all  their  own  effe&s,  beating,. wounding,  and  fome¬ 
times  killing  their  wives  and  children  :  But,  in  mi¬ 
nutes  among  themfelves  when  fober,  they  are  vey 
tenacious  of  decorum,  never  allowing  more  than 
one  to  fpeak  at  a  time.  Prophane  {wearing  they 
know  not  in  their  own  language  how  to  exprefs, 
but  are  very  fond  of  the  French  and  EngVJh  oaths. 

The  old  people,  who  are  by  age  and  infirmities 
rendered  incapable  of  being  ferviceable  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  they  put  out  of  the  world  in  a  barbarous 
and  extraordinary  manner;  an  in  ft  a  nee  of  which 
I  had  whilft  among  them,  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
pradtifed  on  an  old  Indian.  He  being,  thiough 
a<re;  feeble  and  weak,  and  his  eyes  failing  him  fo 
that  he  was  unable  to  get  his  living  cither  by  hunt¬ 
ing  or  {hooting;  he  was  fummoned  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  feveral  of  the  leading  ones,  who  were  to  be 
hisjudges.  Before  whom  being  come,  and  having 
nothing  to  fay  for  himfelf,  (as  how  indeed  cou;d 
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he  prove  him felf  to  be  young)  they  very  formally, 
and  with  a  Teeming  degree  of  companion,  pafied 
fentence  on  him  tn  hr*  put  to  death.  This  was  foon 
after  executed  on  him  in  the  following  manner : 
He  was  tied  naked  to  a  tree,  and  a  boy  who  was 
to  be  his  executioner,  flood  ready  with  a  Toma¬ 
hawk  in  his  hands,  to  beat  his  brains  out:  but  W'hen 
the  young  monfler  came  to  inflict  the  fentence  he 
was  fo  fhort  of  flature  that  he  could  not  lift  the 
Tomahawk  high  enough  ;  upon  which  he  was  held 
up  by  fome  others,  a  great  concourfe  being  prefent ; 
and  then,  though  the  young  devil  laid  on  w'ith  all 
his  ftrength,  he  was  not  for  feme  time  able  to  frac¬ 
ture  the  old  man’s  fcull,  fo  that  it  was  near  an  hour 
before  he  was  dead.  Thus  are  they  from  their 
youth  inured  to  barbarity  1 

When  they  found  no  remains  of  life  in  him,  they 
put  him  into  a  holedugin  the  ground  for  that  purpofe, 
in  which  he  flood  upright.  Into  his  left-hand  they 
put  an  old  gun,  and  hung  a  fmall  powder  horn  and 
fhort-bag  about  his  fhoulders,  and  a  firing  of  wam¬ 
pum  round  his  neck;  and  into  his  right  hand  a  lit¬ 
tle  filk  purfe  with  a  bit  of  money  in  it ;  then  filled 
the  hole  round,  and  covered  him  over  with  earth. 
This  I  found  to  be  the  ufual  manner  of  treating  the 
old  of  both  fexes;  only  that  the  women  are  killed 
by  young  girls,  and  put  into  the  ground  with  no* 
thing  but  a  ladle  in  one  hand,  and  a  wooden  difh 
in  the  other. 

They  are  very  flriifi  in  punifhing  offenders,  efpe- 
cially  l’uch  as  comm  t  crimes  againft  any  of  the 
royal  families.  They  never  hang  any  ;  but  thole 
fentenced  to  death  are  generally  bound  to  a  flake, 
and  a  great  fire  made  round  them;  but  not  fo  near 
as  to  burn  them  immediately,  for  they  fometimes 
remain  roafting  in  the  middle  of  theflamQS  for  two 
or  three  days  before  they  are  dead. 


After 
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After  this  long  digreffion,  it  is  time  to  return  to 
the  detail  of  my  own  affairs. — At  Alarmngo  was  I 
kept  near  two  months,  until  the  fnow  was  off  the 
ground.  A  long  time  to  be  amongft  fuch  creatures, 
and  naked  as  I  almoft  was.  Whatever  thoughts  I 
might  have  of  making  my  efcape,  to  carry  them 
into  execution  was  impradficab'e,  being  fo  far  from 
any  plantations  or  white  people,  and  the  fevere 
weather  rendering  my  limbs  in  a  manner  quite  ftift 
and  motionlefs  ;  however  I  contrived  to  defend  my- 
feif  againll  the  inclemency  of  the  v/eather  as  well 
as  I  could,  by  making  myfelf  a  little  IVigwam^  with 
the  bark  of  the  trees,  covering  the  fame  with 
earth,  which  made  it  refembie  a  cave  ;  and,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  effecls  of  the  cold  which  penetrated  into 
it,  I  was  forced  to  keep  a  good  fire  always  near  the 
door. 

Thus  did  I  for  near  two  months  endure  fuch 
hardfhips  of  cold  and  hunger  as  had  hitherto  been 
unknown  to  me.  My  liberty  of  going  about  was, 
indeed,  more  than  I  could  have  expelled,  but  they 
well  knew  the  impracticability  of  my  eloping  from 
them.  Seeing  me  outwardly  eafy  and  fubmiffive, 
they  would  fometimes  give  me  a  little  meat,  but 
my  chief  food  was  Indian  corn,  dreffed  as  I  have 
above  deferibed.  Notwithstanding  fuch  their  civi¬ 
lity,  the  time  pafled  fo  tedious  on  that  I  almofl  be¬ 
gan  to  defpair  of  ever  regaining  my  liberty,  or  fee¬ 
ing  my  few  relations  again  ;  which,  with  the  an¬ 
xiety  and  pain  I  fuffered  on  account  of  my  dear 
wife,  often  gave  me  inexprefffble  concern. 

At  length  the  time  arrived  when  they  were  pre¬ 
paring  themfelves  for  another  expedition  againft  the 
planters  and  white  people  ;  but  before  they  fet  out, 
they  were  joined  by  many  other  Indians  from  fort 
Du  Ojhtefne,  well  ffored  with  powder  and  ball  they 
had  received  of  the  French . 
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As  foon  as  the  (how  was  quite  gone,  and  no  traces 
of  their  vile  foot  flops  could  be  perceived,  they  fet  ' 
forth  on  their  journey  towards  the  back  parts  of  the 
province  of  Penfylvania ,  and  leaving  then  wives  and 
children  behind  in  their  Wigwams.  1  hey  weie 
now  a  terrible  and  formidable  body,  amounting  to 
near  150.  My  duty  was  to  carry  what  they  thought 
proper  to  load  me  with,  but  they  never  intrufted 
nse  with  a  gun.  We  marched  on  teveral  days  with¬ 
out  any  thing  particular  occurring,  almoit  famifhed 
for  want  of  proviflons;  lot-  my  part  I  hau  nothing 
but  a  few  ftalks  of  Indian  corn,  which  I  was  glad 
to  eat  dry  :  Nor  did  the  Indians  themfelves  fare 
much  better,  for  as  we  drew  near  the  plantations 
they  were  afraid  to  kill  any  game,  left  the  noife  of 
their  guns  fhould  alarm  the  inhabitants. 

When  we  again  arrived  at  the  Blue-Hills,  about 
30  miles  from  Cannocojigge ,  the  Irijb  fettlement  be¬ 
fore-mentioned,  we  encamped  for  three  day  s,  though 

God  knows  we  had  neither  tents,  nor  any  thing  elfe 
to  defend  us  from  the  inclemency  of  the  air^  hay¬ 
ing  nothing  to  lie  on  by  night  but  the  grafs.  T  heir 
uiual  method  of  lodging,  pitching,  or  encamping, 
by  night,  being  in  parcels  of  ten  or  twelve  men  to 
a  fire^  where  they  lie  upon  the  grafs  or  bufhes, 
wrapt  up  in  a  blanket,  with  their  feet  to  the  lire. 

During  our  flay  here  a  fort  of  council  of  war  was 
held,  when  it  was  agreed  to  divide  themfelves  into 
companies  of  about  twenty  men  each;  after  which 
every  captain  marched  with  his  party  where  he 
thought  proper.  I  hill  belonged  to  my  old  ma¬ 
ilers,  but  was  left  behind  on  the  mountains  with 
ten  Indians ,  to  flay  until  the  reft  fhould  return  ; 
not  thinking  it  proper  to  carry  me  nearer  to  Canno- 
cojigge,  or  the  other  plantations. 

here  being  left  I  began  to  meditate  on  my  ef- 
cape  and  though  I  knew  the  country  round  ex¬ 
tremely  well,  having  been  often  thereabouts,  with 
1  my 
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my  companions  hunting  deer,  and  other  be  aft  - ; 
yet,  was  I  very  cautious  of  giving  the  lead  fufpi- 
cions  of  fuch  my  intentions.  However  the  thud 
day  after  the  grand  body  left  us,  my  companions 
or  keepers  thought  proper  to  vifit  the  mount ai  s 
in  fearch  of  game  for  their  fubftftance,  leaving  me 
bound  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I  could  not  efcape : 
At  night  when  they  returned,  having  unbound  me, 
we  all  fat  down  together  to  fupper  on  two  Pole 
Cats,  they  being  what  they  had  Killed,  and  loon 
after  (being  greatlyfatigued  with  their  day’s  excurfion ) 
they  compelled  th'emfelves  to  reft  as  mual.  Cb- 
ferving  them  to  be  in  that  fomniferous  ftate,  I  tried 
various  ways  to  fee  whether  it  was  a  fchemeto  prove 
my  intentions  or  not,  but  after  making  a  noifs  and 
walking  about,  fometimes  touching  them  with  my 
feet,  I  found  there  was  no  fallacy.  My  heart  then 
exulted  with  joy  at  feeing  a  time  come  that  I  might 
in-all  probability  be  delivered  from  my  captivity ;  but 
this  joy  was  foon  damped  by  the  dread  of  being 
difeovered  by  them,  or  taken  by  any  {haggling 
parties.  T.  o  prevent  which  I  refolved  if  poftible  to 
get  one  of  their  guns,  and,  if  difeovered,  to  die  in 
my  defence  rather  than  be  taken  :  for  that  purpofe 
I  made  various  efforts  to  get  one  from  under  their 
heads  (where  they  always  lecured  them,)  but  in 
vain.  Fruftrated  in  this  my  firft  effay  towards  re¬ 
gaining  my  liberty,  I  dreaded  the  thoughts  of  car¬ 
rying  my  defign  into  execution:  yet,  after  a  little 
confideration,  and  trufting  mvfelf  to  the  divine 
protection,  1  fet  forwards  naked  and  defenceless  as 
I  was.  A  rafh  and  dangerous  enterprize!  Such 
was  my  terror  however  that  in  ge>ing  from  them 
I  halted  and  paufed  every  four  or  live  yards,  look- 
jng  fearfully  towards  the  fpot  where  I  had  left  them, 
left  they  fhould  awake  and  mi  s  me  ;  but  when  1 
was  about  two  hundred  yards  from  them,  I  mended 
mv  pace  and  made  as  much  hafte  as  I  could  to  ti  e 
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foot  of  the  mountains;  when  on  a  fudden  I  was 
iiruck  with  the  greated  terror  and  amaze  at  hearing 
the  wood-cry,  as  it  is  called,  and  may  be  exprefled 
Jo-hau !  'Jc-hau /  which  the  favages  I  had  left 
were  making,  accompanied  with  the  mod:  hideous 
cries  and  howlings  they  could  utter.  The  bellow¬ 
ing  of  lyons,  the  fhrieks  of  hyaenas,  or  the  roar¬ 
ing  of  tygers,  would  have  been  mufic  to  my  ears, 
in  comparifon  to  the  founds  that  then  faluted  them. 
They  having  now  milled  their  charge,  I  concluded 
that  they  would  foon  feparate  themfelves  and  hie  in 
quell:  of  me.  The  more  my  terror  increased  the 
fader  did  1  pulh  on,  and  fcarce  knowing  where  I 
trod,  drove  through  the  woods  with  the  utmod 
precipitation,  fometimes  falling  and  bruifing  my- 
ielf,  cutting  my  feet  and  legs  againd  the  dones,  in 
a  miferable  manner ;  but  though  faint  and  maimed 
as  I  was  I  continued  my  flight  until  break  of  day, 
when  without  having  any  thing  to  fudain  nature, 
but  a  little  corn  left,  I  crept  into  a  hollow  tree,  in 
which  I  lay  very  fnug,  and  returned  my  prayers 
and  thanks  to  the  Divine  Being,  that  had  thus  far 
favoured  my  efcape.  But  my  repofe  was  in  a  few 
hours  dedroyed  at  hearing  the  voices  of  the  favages 
near  the  place  where  I  was  hid,  threatening  and 
talking  how  they  would  ufe  me,  if  they  got  me 
again  ;  that  I  was  before  too  fenfible  of,  to  have 
the  lead  red  either  in  body  or  mindfince  I  had  left 
them.  However  they  at  lad  left  the  fpot  where  I 
heard  them,  and  I  remained  in  my  circular  afylum 
all  that  day  without  further  moledation. 

At  -night  I  ventured  forwards  again,  frightened 
■and  trembling  at  every  bufh  1  pad,  thinking  each 
twig  that  touched  me  to  be  a  favage.  The  third 
day  I  concealed  myfelf  in  the  like  manner,  and  at 
night  I  travelled  on  in  the  fame  deplorable  condi¬ 
tion  keeping  off  the  main  road,  ufed  by  the  Indians , 
us  much  as  poffible,  which  made  my  journey  many 
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miles  longer,  and  more  painful  and  irkfome  than  I 
can  exprefs.  But  how  fhall  I  defcribe  the  fear,  ter¬ 
ror,  and  fhock,  that  I  felt  on  the  fourth  night, 
when,  by  the  ruftling  I  made  among  the  leaves, 
a  party  of  Indian j,  that  lay  round  a  finall  fire, 
which  I  did  not  perceive,  ftarted  from  the  ground, 
and  feizing  their  arms  run  from  the  fire  amongft 
the  woods.  Whether  to  move  forward  or  reft 
where  I  was  I  knew  not,  fodiftradfed  was  my  ima¬ 
gination.  In  this  melancholy  (late  revolving  in  my 
thoughts  the  now  inevitable  fate  I  thought  waited 
on  me,  to  my  great  condensation  and  joy  I  was  re¬ 
lieved  by  a  parcel  of  fwine  that  made  towards  the 
place  I  guefied  the  favages  to  be  ;  who  on  feeing  the 
hogs,  conjedlured  that  their  alarm  had  been  occa- 
.fioned  by  them,  and  very  merrily  returned  to  the 
fire,  and  lay  down  to  fieep  as  before.  As  foon  as 
I  perceived  my  enemies  fo  difpofed  of,  with  more 
cautious  flop  and  filent  tread  I  purfued  my  courfe, 
fweating  (though  winter  and  feverely  cold)  with  the 
fear  I  had  been  j uit  relieved  from.  Bruifed,  cut, 
mangled,  and  terrified  as  I  was,  I  (fill  through  the 
divine  affiftance,  was  enabled  to  purfue  my  journey 
until  break  of  day,  when  thinking  myfelf  far  off 
from  any  of  thefe  mifcreants  I  fo  much  dreaded, 
I  lay  down  under  a  great  log,  and  flept  undifturbed 
until  about  noon,  when  getting  up  I  reached  the 
fummit  of  a  great  hill,  with  fome  difficulty,  and 
looking  out  if  I  could  fpy  any  habitations  of  white 
people,  to  my  unutterable  joy  I  faw  fome,  which 
I  guefled  to  be  about  ten  miles  difiance. 

T  his  pleafure  was  in  fome  meafure  abated,  by 
•not  being  able  to  get  among  them  that  night. 
Therefore,  when  evening  approached,  I  again  re¬ 
commended  myfelf  to  the  Almighty,  and  compofed 
my  wearied  mangled  limbs  to  reft.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  as  foon  as  I  awoke  I  continued  my  journey  to¬ 
wards  the  neareft  cleared  lands,  I  had  feen  the  day 
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before,  and  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  houfe  of  John  Bell ,  an  old  acquain¬ 
tance,  where,  knocking  at  the  door,  his  wife,  who 
opened  it,  feeing  me  in  fuch  a  frightful  condition, 
few  from  me  like  lightening  fcreaming  into  the 
houfe.  This  alarmed  the  whole  family,  who  im¬ 
mediately  fled  to  their  arms,  and  I  was  foon  ac- 
cofted  by  the  matter  with  his  gun  in  his  hand.  But 
on  my  alluring  him  of  my  innocence  as  to  any 
wicked  intentions,  and  making  myfelf  known  (for 
he  before  took  me  to  be  an  Indian )  he  immediately 
careffed  me,  as  did  all  his  family,  with  a  deal  of 
friendlhip  at  finding  me  alive;  they  having  all  been 
informed  of  my  being  murdered  by  the  favages 
fome  months  before.  No  longer  now  able  to  fup- 
port  my  fatigued  and  worn  out  fpirits  I  fainted  and 
fell  to  the  ground.  From  which  Bate  having  re¬ 
covered  me  and  perceiving  the  weak  and  famifhed 
condition  I  then  was  in,  they  foon  gave  me  fome 
refrefhment,  but  let  me  partake  of  it  very  fparing- 
ly,  fearing  the  ill  effe&s  too  much  at  once  would 
have  on  me.  They  for  two  or  three  nights  very 
affectionately  fupplied  me  with  all  neceffaries,  and 
carefully  attended  me  untill  my  fpi  its  and  limbs  were 
pretty  well  recruited,  and  I  thought  myfelf  able  to 
ride,  when  I  borrowed  of  thefe  good  people  (whofe 
kindnefs  merits  my  moft  grateful  returns)  a  horfe 
and  fome  clothes,  and  fet  forward  for  my  father-in- 
law’s  houfe  in  Chejler  county,  about  f  40  miles  from 
thence,  where  I  arrived  on  the  4th  day  of  January 
1755,  but  fcarce  one  of  the  family  could  credit 
their  eyes,  believing  with  the  people  I  had  lately 
left,  that  I  had  fallen  a  prey  to  the  Indians. 

Great  was  the  joy  and  fatisfadlion  wherewith  I 
was  received  and  embraced  by  the  whole  family  ; 
but,  oh,  what  was  my  anguifh  and  trouble,  when 
on  enquiring  for  my  dear  wife  I  found  fhe  had  been 
dead  two  months.  This  fatal  news,  as  every  hu¬ 
mane  ' 
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mane  reader  muft  imagine,  greatly  leaned  the  joy  and 
rapture  I  otherwife  fhould  have  felt  at  my  deliverance 
from  the  dreadful  {fate  and  company  I had been m.  _ 
The  news  of  my  happy  arrival  at  my  father-in- 

law’s  houfe,  after  fo  long  and  ffrange  an  abfence, 
was  foon  fpread  round  the  neighbouring  plantations 
by  the  country  people  who  continually  vilitea  me, 
being  very  defirous  of  hearing  and  eagerlyenquiiing 

an  account  of  my  treatment  and  manner  of  living 
.  r  »•  t T  them. 


ail  aauuiu  -  _  .  r  .  .  ~ 

amono-  the  Indians.  In  all  which  I  fatished  them. 


Soon  after  this  my  arrival  I  was  fent  for  by  hia  ex¬ 
cellency  Mr.  Monts,  the  governor,  a  worthy  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  examined  me  very  particularly  as  to 
all  incidents  relating  to  my  captivity,  and  eipecially 
in  regard  to  the  Indians ,  who  had  firft  taken  me 
awavg  whether  they  were  French  or  Englijh  par¬ 
ties.'  I  allured  his  exce  lency  they  were  of  thofe 
who  profefs’d  themfelves  to  be  friends  of  the  former ; 
and  informed  him  of  the  many  barbarous  and  in¬ 
human  a£tions  I  had  been  witnefs  to  among  them, 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  province;  and  alio  that  tney 
were  daily  increafing  by  others  of  our  pretended 
friends  joining  them ;  that  they  were  all  well 
fup plied  by  the  French  with  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  greatly  encouraged  by  them  in 
their  continual  excurfions  and  barbarities,  not  only 

in  having  extraordinary  premiums  for  fuch  fcalps  as 

they  fhould  take  and  cany  home  with  them  at  their 
return,  but  great  prefents  of  all  kinds,  befides  runr., 
powder,  ball,  &c.  before  they  Tallied  forth.  Hav¬ 
ing  fatisfied  his  excellency  in  fuch  particulars  as  he 
requeued,  the  fame  being  put  into  writing,  I  fwore 
to  the  contents  thereof,  as  may  be  feen  by  tnoie 
who  doubt  of  my  veracity  in  the  pubbc  pipers  of 
that  time,  as  well  in  England  as  in  Fhila  icrbta. 
Having  done  with  me,  Mr.  Morris  gave  me  thiee 
pounds,  and  fent  the  affidavit  to  the  affembly  who 
were  then  fitting  in  the  ftate-houfe  at  PhilaaelphtOj 
concluding  on  proper  mcafurcs  to  check  the  depreda- 
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tions  of  the  favages,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  barbarous 
hoftilities  of  the  diftrefied  inhabitants,  who  daily 
fuftered  death  in  a  moft:  deplorable  condition;  be¬ 
sides  being  obliged  to  abfcond  their  plantations,  and 
the  country  being  left  deftitute  for  feveral  hundred 
miles  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  poor  fu-fferers  could 
have  no  relief,  by  reafon  of  the  difputes  between 
the  governor  and  the  aftembly.  The  former  was  led 
by  the  inftrudhons  of  the  proprietor,  which  was 
intrrely  againfi;  the  intereft  of  the  province,  fo  that 
it  caufed  great  confufion  among  the  people  to  fee 
the  country  fodeftroyed,  and  no  preparations  mak¬ 
ing  for  its  defence. 

However,  on  receiving  this  intelligence  from  his 
excellency,  they  immediately  fent  for  me.  When 
I  arrived  I  was  conduced  into  the  lower-houfe, 
where  the  aftembly  then  fat,  and  was  there  interro¬ 
gated  by  the  fpeaker,  very  particularly  as  to  all  I 
•had  before  given  the  governor  an  account  of;  this 
ir.y  fir-ft  examination  lafted  three  hours.  The  next 
day  I  underwent  a  fecond  for  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  when  I  was  courteoufly  difmiffed,  witbapro- 
mife  that  ail  proper  methods  fhould  betaken,  not 
only  to  accommodate  and  reimburfe  all  thofe  who 
had  buffered  by  the  favages,  but  to  prevent  them 
from  committing  the  like  hoftilities  for  the  future. 

Now  returned  and  once  more  at  liberty  to  purfue 
my  own  inclinations,  I  was  perfuaded  by  my  father- 
in-law  and  friends  to  follow  fome  employment  or 
oiher;  but  the  plantation,  from  whence  I  was 
taken,  tho’  an  exceeding  good  one,  could  not 
tempt  me  to  fettle  on  it  again.  What  my  fate 
would  have  been  if  1  had  may  eafily  be  conceived. 
And  there  being  at  this  time  (as  the  affembly  too 
Jate  for  many  of  us  found)  a  neceftity  for  raifing 
men  to  check  thofe  barbarians  in  their  ravaging  de¬ 
predations,  I  inlifted  myfelf  as  one  with  the  greatdl 
alacrity  and  moft  determined  resolution,  to  exert 

the 
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the  utmoft  of  power,  in  being  revenged  on  the  hel- 
lifli  authors  of  my  ruin.  General  Shirley  governor 
of  New-England,  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
majefty’s  land  forces  in  North-  America ,  was  pitched 
upon,  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  war,  in  that 
part  of  the  world. 

Into  a  regiment,  immediately  under  the  command 
of  this  general,  was  it  my  lot  to  be  placed  for  three 
years.  This  regiment  was  intended  for  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  to  deftroy  the  forts  ere&ed  by  the  French ,  as 
foon  as  it  Ihould  be  completely  furnifhed  with  arms, 
&c.  at  Bofton  in  New- England,  where  it  was  or¬ 
dered  for  that  purpofe.  Being  then  very  weak,  and 
■infirm  in  body,  tho’  pofleflfed  of  my  refolution,  it 
was  thought  advifeable  to  leave  me  for  two  months 
in  winter-quarters.  At  the  end  of  which,  be¬ 
ing  pretty  well  recruited  in  ftrength,  I  fet  out  for 
Bofton ,  to  join  the  regiment  with  fome  others,  like- 
wife  left  behind  ;  and  after  crofting  the  river  Dela¬ 
ware,  we  arrived  at  New-Jerfey ,  and  from  thence 
proceeded  thro’  the  fame  by  New-Tork ,  Middletown, 
Mendon  in  Connecticut,  to  Bojton,  where  we  arrived 
about  the  end  of  March ,  and  found  the  regiment 
ready  to  receive  us. 

Bofton,  being  the  capital  of  New- England,  and 
rhe  large!!  city  in  America,  except  two  or  three  on 
the  Spanijh  continent,  I  fhall  here  fubjoin  a  fhort 
account  of  it. 

*T is  pleafantly  fituated,  and  about  four  miles  in 
compafs,  at  the  Bottom  of  MaJJachuft' s  bay,  into 
which  there  is  but  one  common  and  fafe  paflage, 
and  not  very  broad,  there  being  fcarce  room  for 
three  fhips  to  come  in  a-  bread: ;  but  once  in,  there’s 
room  for  the  anchorage  of  50a  fail.  It  is  guarded 
by  feveral  rocks,  and  above  a  dozen  iflands  ;  the 
moll  remarkable  of  thefe  iflands  is  Gafle-lfand , 
which  {lands  about  a  league  from  the  town,  and  fo 
Jituated,  that  no  fliip  of  burthen  can  approach  the 

town. 
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town,  without  the  hazard  of  being  Mattered  in 
pieces  by  its  cannon.  It  is  now  called  Fort- Willi - 
am ,  and  mounted  with  ico  pieces  of  ordnance; 
200  more  which  were  given  to  the  province  by 
queen  Anne ,  are  placed  on  a  plat-form,  fo  as  to 
rake  a  {hip  fore  and  aft,  before  fhe  can  bring  about 
her  broadfides  to  bear  againft  the  eaftle.  Some  of 
thefe  cannon  are  42  pounders  ;  500  able  men  are 
exempted  from  all  military  duty  in  times  of  war, 
to  be  ready  at  an  hour’s  warning,  to  attend  the  ier- 
vice  of  the  caflle,  upon  a  fignal  of  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  which  there  feems  to  be  no  great 
danger  of  at  Bojlon  ;  where,  in  24  hour  s  time, 
10,000  effective  men,  well  arm’d,  might  be  ready 
for  their  defence.  According  to  a  computation  of 
the  colle&ors  of  the  Light-hiufe ,  it  appear’d  that 
there  were  24,000  tons  of  fhipping  cleared  annu¬ 
ally. 

The  pier  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  2000  feet 
long,  and  runs  fo  far  into  the  bay,  that  {hips  of 
the  greateft  burthen  may  unload  without  the  help 
of  boats  or  lighters.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  chief 
ftreet  in  the  town,  which  comes  down  to  the  head 
of  the  pier,  is  the  Town-houfe ,  or  Exchange ,  a  fine 
building,  containing,  befides  the  walk  for  merchants, 
the  Council- chamber,  the  HouJ'e  of  Commons ,  and  a 
fpacious  room  for  the  courts  of  jufiice.  The  Ex¬ 
change  is  furrounded  with  bookfeller’s  {hops  that 
have  a  good  trade  :  Here  being  five  printing-houfes, 
and  the  preffes  generally  full  of  work,  which  is  in 
a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  colleges  and  fchocls 
in  New- England ;  and  likewife  at  Ne~v-York  and 
Philadelphia ,  there  are  feveral  printing-houfes  lately 
ere&ed,  and  bookfellers  conffantly  employed  as 
well  as  at  Virginia ,  Maryland,  South-Cat olma,  Bar¬ 
ba  does,  and  the  Sugar- //lands. 

The  town  lies  in  the  form  of  an  half-moon 
round  the  harbour,  and  confining  of  about  4000 

houles 
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houfes,  rauft  make  an  agreeable  profpect ;  the  fur- 
rounding  fhore  being  high,  the  Streets  long,  and 
the  buildings  beautiful.  The  pavement  is  kept  in 
fo  good  order,  that  to  gallop  an  horfe  on  it  is  31.  4 d. 
forfeit.  The  number  of  inhabitants  it  computed  at 
about  24,000. 

There  are  eight  churches,  the  chief  of  which  is 
called  the  Church  of  England- church  ;  befides  the 
Baptifl  meeting,  and  the  Quakers  meeting. 

The  conversation  in  this  town  is  as  polite  as  in 
moft^of  the  cities  and  towns  in  England.  A  gentle¬ 
man  of  London  would  fancy  himfelf  at  home,  at  Bojlon^ 
when  he  obferves  the  number  of  people,  their  furni¬ 
ture,  their  tables,  and  drefs,  which  perhaps,  is  as 
fplendid  as  fhowy  as  that  of  mofttradefmen  in  London. 

In  this  city,  learning  military  difcipline,  and 
wanting  for  an  opportunity  of  carrying  our  Schemes 
into  execution,  we  lay  till  the  firft  of  July  ;  dur¬ 
ing  all  which  time  great  outrages  and  devastations 
were  committed  by  the  favages  in  the  back  parts  of 
the  province.  One  inftance  of  which,  in  particu¬ 
lar  I  (hall  relate,  as  being  concerned  in  rewarding 
according  to  defert,  the  wicked  authors  thereof. 

Jofeph  Long ,  efq;  a  gentleman  of  large  fortune 
in  thel'e  parts,  who  had  in  his  time  been  a  great 
warrior  among  the  Indians ,  and  frequently  joined 
in  expeditions  with  thofe  in  our  intereft,  again!!  the 
others.  His  many  exploits,  and  great  influence  a- 
mong  Several  of  the  nations,  were  too  well  known 
to  pafs  unrevenged  by  the  favages  againft  whom  he 
had  exerted  his  abilities.  Accordingly  in  April 
1756,  a  body  of  them  came  down  on  his  planta¬ 
tion,  about  30  miles  from  Bo/fon ,  and  skulking  in 
the  woods  for  fome  time,  at  laft  Seized  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  attack  his  houfe,  in  which,  unhappily 
proving  fuccefsful,  they  Scalped,  mangled,  and  cut 
to  pieces,  the  unfortunate  gentleman,  his  wife,  and 
nine  Servants ;  and  then  made  a  general  conflagra- 
3  tion 
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tion  of  his  houfes,  barns,  cattle,  and  every  thing 
he  pofleiTed,  which,  with  the  mangled  bodies  were 
all  confirmed  in  one  blaze  !  But  his  more  unfortu¬ 
nate  Ton  and  daughter  were  made  prifoners,  and 
carried  off  by  them,  to  be  referv’d  for  greater  tor¬ 
tures.  Alarm'd  and  terrified  at  this  inhuman  but¬ 
chery,  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Bo/ton,  quickly  affembled  themfelves,  to  think  of 
proper  meafures  to  be  revenged  on  thefe  execrable 
monfters.  Among  the  firft  of  thofe  who  offered 
themfelves  to  go  againft  the  favages,  was  James 
Crawford,  efq;  who  was  then  at  Bofton ,  and  heard 
of  this  tragedy  ;  he  was  a  young  gentleman  who 
had  for  fome  years,  p.ud  his  addreffes  to  Mil’s  Long, 
and  was  in  a  very  little  time  to  have  been  married 
£0  her.  Diftradfed,  raving,  and  fnocked  as  he  was, 
he  loft  no  time,  but  inftantly  raifed  an  hundred  refo- 
lute  and  bold  young  fellows,  to  go  in  queft  of  the 
villains.  As  I  had  been  fo  long  among  them,  and 
was  pretty  well  acquainted  with  their  manners  and 
cuftcms,  and  particularly  their  skulking-places  in  the 
woods,  I  was  recommended  to  him  as  one  proper 
for  his  expedition  ;  he  immediately  applied  to  m.y 
officers  and  got  liberty  for  me.  Never  did  I  go  on 
any  enterprize  with  half  that  alacrity  and  chearful- 
nefs  I  now  went  with  this  party.  My  wrongs  and 
fufferings  were  too  recent  in  my  memory,  to  fuffer 
me  to  hefitate  a  moment  in  taking  an  opportunity  of 
being  revenged  to  the  utmofl:  of  my  power. 

Being  quickly  armed  and  provided,  we  haftened 
forwards  tor  Mr.  Long’s  plantation  on  the  29th,  and 
after  travelling  the  moft  remote  and  intricate  paths 
.through  the  woods,  arrived  there  the  2d  of  May, 
dubious  of  our  fuccefs,  and  almoft  defpairing  of 
.meeting  with  the  favages,  as  we  had  heard  or  could 
difcover  nothing  of  them  in  our  march.  In  the  af- 
.ternoon,  fome  of  our  men  being  fent  to  the  top  of 
a  hill  to  look  out  forthem,  foon  perceiv’d  a  great 

fmoak 
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fmoak  in  a  part  of  the  low  grounds.  This  we  im¬ 
mediately,  and  rightly  conjectured  to  proceed  from 
a  fire  made  by  them.  We  accordingly  put  ourfelves 
into  regular  order,  and  marched  forwards,  revolv¬ 
ing,  let  their  number  have  been  what  it  might,  to 
give  them  battle. 

Arriving  within  a  mile  of  the  place,  captain 
Crawford,  whofe  anxiety  and  pain,  made  him 
quicker  lighted  than  any  of  the  reft,  foon  perceiv’d 
them,  and  guefs’d  their  number  to  be  about  50. 
Upon  this  we  halted,  and  fecreted  ourfelves  as  well 
as  we  could,  till  twelve  o’clock  at  night.  At  which 
time,  fuppofing  them  to  be  at  reft,  we  divided  our 
men  into  two  divifions,  50  in  each,  and  marched 
on  ;  when  coming  within  twenty  yards  of  them, 
the  captain  fired  his  gun,  which  was  immediately 
followed  by  both  divifions  in  fucceftion,  who  in- 
ftantly  milling  on  them  with  bayonets  fix’d,  killed 
every  man  of  them. 

Great  as  our  joy  was,  and  flufii’d  with  fuccefs  as 
we  were  at  this  fudden  vi&ory,  no  heart  among  us 
hut  was  ready  to  burft  at  the  fight  of  the  unhappy 
young  lady.  What  muft  the  thoughts,  torments, 
and  fenfations  of  our  brave  captain  then  be,  if  even 
we  who  knew  her  not,  were  fo  fenfibly  affeCled  ! 
For,  oh  !  what  breaft,  tho’  of  the  brutal  favage  race 
we  had  juft  deftroyed,  could,  without  feeling  the 
moft  exquifite  grief  and  pain,  behold  in  fuch  infer¬ 
nal  power,  a  lady  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  bleft  with 
every  female  accomplifhment  that  could  fet  off  the 
moft  exquifite  beauty  !  Beauty,  winch  rendered  her 
the  envy  of  her  own  fex,  and  the  delight  of  ours, 
enduring  the  fcverity  of  a  windy,  rainy  night  !  Be¬ 
hold  one  nurtered  in  the  moft  tender  manner,  and 
by  the  moft  indulgent  parents,  quite  naked,  and  in 
the  open  woods,  encircling  with  her  alabafter  arms 
and  hands  a  cold  rough  tree,  whereto  file  was 
bound,  with  cords  fo  ftraitly  pull’d,  that  the  blood 
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trickled  from  her  finger's  ends  !  Tier  lovely  tender 
body  and  delicate  limbs,  cut,  bruis’d,  and  torn  with 
ffones,  and  boughs  of  trees  as  fhe  had  been  dragg’d 
along,  and  all  befmear’d  with  blood  !  What  heart 
can  even  now,  unmoved,  think  of  her  diftrefs,  in 
fuch  a  deplorable  condition  ;  having  no  creature, 
with  the  leaft  fenfations  of  humanity,  near  to  fuc- 
cour  or  relieve  her,  or  even  pity  or  regard  her  flow¬ 
ing  tears  and  lamentable  wailings  ! 

The  very  remembrance  of  the  fight,  has  at  this 
inftant  fuch  an  effetfi  upon  me,  that  I  almoft  want 

words  to  go  on. - Such  then  was  the  condition 

in  which  we  found  this  wretched  fair,  but  faint  and 
fpeechlefs  with  the  flaock  our  firing  had  given  her 
tender  frame.  The  captain  for  a  long  time  could 
do  nothing  but  gaze  upon  and  clafp  her  to  his  bo- 
fom,  crying,  raving,  and  tearing  his  hair  like  one 
bereft  of  his  fenfss ;  nor  did  he  for  fome  time  per¬ 
ceive  the  lifelefs  condition  fhe  was  in,  until  one  of 
the  men  had  untied  her  lovely  mangled  arms,  and 
fhe  fell  to  the  ground.  Finding  among  the  villains 
plunder  the  unhappy  lady’s  cloaths,  he  gently  put 
feme  of  them  about  her;  and  after  various  trials, 
and  much  time  fpent,  recovered  her  diflipated  fpi- 
rits,  the  repofleflion  of  which  fhe  firft  manifefted 
by  eigerly  fixing  her  eyes  on  her  dear  deliverer,  and 
finding  with  the  moft  complaifant  joy,  blefled  the 
Almighty,  and  him,  for  her  miraculous  deliver¬ 
ance. 

During  this  pleafing,  painful  interview,  our  men 
were  bufily  employed  in  cutting,  hacking,  and 
fealping  the  dead  Indians ;  and  fo  defirous  was  every 
man  to  have  a  fhare  in  wreaking  his  revenge  on 
them,  that  difputes  happened  among  ourfelves  who 
fhould  be  the  inftruments  of  further  (hewing  it  on 
their  lifelefs  trunks,  there  not  being  enough  for  every 
man  to  have  one  wherewith  to  fatiate  himfelf : 
The  captain  obferving  the  animoftty  between  us, 

,  on 
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on  this  occafion,  ordered,  that  the  two  divifions 
fliould  caft  lots  for  this  bloody,  though  agreeable 
piece  of  work  :  which  being  accordingly  done,  the 
party,  whole  lot  it  was  to  be  excluded  from  tms 
bufinefs,  fcood  by  with  half-pleafed  countenances, 
looking  on  the  relt:  who  with  the  utmoft  chearful- 
nefs  and  adfivity  purfued  their  revenge  in  icalping, 
and  otherwife  treating  their  dead  bodies  as  ih~  molt 
inveterate  hatred  and  detefcation  could  fuggeit. 

The  work  being  done,  we  thought  of  steering 
homewards  triumphant  with  the  5°  fcalps  j  bat 
how  to  get  the  lady  forwards,  who  was  in  fuch  a 
condition  as  rendered  her  incapable  o.  walking  fa¬ 
ther,  gave  us  fome  pain,  and  retarded  us  a  l.ttk, 
until  we  made  a  fort  of  carriage  to  feat  her  on  ; 
and  then,  with  the  greateft  readinefs,  we  took  our 
turns,  four  at  a  time,  and  carried  her  along.  This 
in  fome  meafure,  made  the  captain  chearful,  who 
all  the  way  endeavoured  to  comfort  and  revive  his 
defponding  afflidfed  miftrefs:  but  alas !  in  vain;  for 
the  miferies  fhe  had  lately  felt,  and  the  terrible  fate 
of  her  poor  brother,  of  whom,  I  doubt  not  but 
the  tender-hearted  reader  is  anxious  to  hear,  rendered 
even  her  moft  pleafing  thoughts,  notwithftanding  his 
Toothing  words,  corroding  and  infufferable. 

The  account  fhe  gave  of  their  difaftrous  fate  and 
dire  cataftrophe,  befides  what  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  was,  that  the  favages  had  no  fooner  feen 
all  confumed,  but  they  hurried  off  with  her  and 
her  brother,  pufhing,  and  fometimes  dragging  them 
on,  for  four  or  five  miles,  when  they  ftopt ;  and 
ftripping  her  naked,  treated  her  in  a  {hocking  man¬ 
ner,  whilft  others  were  ftripping  and  cruelly  whip¬ 
ping  her  unhappy  brother.  Alter  which,  they  in 
the  fame  manner  purfued  their  journey,  regardlefs 
of  the  tears,  prayers,  or  entreaties  of  this  wretched 
pair ;  but,  with  the  moft  infernal  pleafure,  laughed 

and  rejoiced  at  the  calamities  and  diftreftes  they  had 
J  brought 
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brought  them  to,  and  faw  them  fuffer,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  place  we  found  them  ;  where,  they 
had  that  day  butchered  her  beloved  brother  in  the 
following  execrable  and  cruel  manner  :  They  firll 
fcalped  him  alive,  and  after  mocking  his  agonizing 
groans  and  torments,  for  fome  hours,  ripped  open 
his  belly,  into  which  they  put  fplinters,  and  chips 
of  pine-trees,  and  fet  fire  thereto  ;  the  fame  (on 
account  of  the  turpentine  wherewith  thefe  trees  a- 
hound)  burnt  with  great  quicknefs  and  fury  for  a 
little  time,  during  which,  he  remained  in  a  manner 
alive,  as  fine  could  fometimes  perceive  him  to  move 
his  head,  and  groan.  They  then  piled  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  wood  all  round  his  body,  and  confumed  it  to 
afhes. 

Thus  did  thefe  Barbarians  put  an  end  to  the  be¬ 
ing  of  this  unhappy  young  gentleman,  who  was 
only  22  years  of  age  when  he  met  his  calamitous  fate. 
She  continued  her  relation,  by  acquainting  us,  that 
the  next  day  was  to  have  feen  her  perifh  in  the 
like  manner,  after  fuffering  worfe  than  even  fuch  a 
terrible  death,  the  fatisfying  thefe  diabolical  mifereants 
in  their  brutal  luff.  But  it  pleafed  the  Almighty  to 
permit  us  to  refeue  her,  and  entirely  extirpate  this 
crew  of  devils  ! 

Marching  eafily  on  her  account,  we  returned  to 
the  captain’s  plantation  the  6th  of  May,  where,  as 
well  as  at  BoJ'ton ,  we  were  joyfully  received,  and 
rewarded  handfomely  for  the  fealps  of  thofe  favages 
we  had  brought  with  us.  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mifs 
Long,  were  foon  after  married  ;  and  in  gratitude  to 
the  fervices  we  had  done  them,  the  whole  party  were 
invited  to  the  wedding,  and  nobly  entertained,  but 
no  riotous  or  noify  mirth  was  allowed,  the  young 
lady,  as  we  may  well  imagine,  being  ftill  under  great 
affiicftion,  and  in  a  weak  Hate  of  health. 

Nothing  further  material,  that  I  now  remember, 
happened  during  my  flay  at  Bcftorr,  to  proceed  there¬ 
fore. 
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fore,  with  the  continuation  of  our  intended  expe¬ 
dition. 

On  the  i ft  of  July ,  the  regiment  began  their 
march  for  Ofwego.  The  21ft  we  arrived  at  Albany 
in  New-lt of k,  through  Cambridge,  Not thampton ,  and 
Hadfield ,  in  New- England.  From  thence,  march¬ 
ing  about  twenty  miles  farther,  we  incamped  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  river,  by  a  town  called 
Scheneftady ,  not  far  from  the  Endlefs- Mountains; 
Here  did  we  lie  fome  time,  until  batteaux  [a  fort  of 
flat  bottomed  boats,  very  fmall,  and  fharp  at  both 
ends)  could  be  got  to  carry  our  flores  and  provifions 
to  Ofwego-,  each  of  which,  would  contain  about 
fix  barrels  of  pork,  or  in  proportion  thereto.  Two 
men  belonged  to  every  batteaux,  who  made  ufe  of 
ftrong  feutting  poles,  with  iron  at  the  ends,  to 
prevent  their  being  too  foon  deftroyed  by  the 
ftones  in  the  river  (one  of  the  fources  of  the  Ohio ) 
which  abounded  with  many,  and  large  ones,  and 
in  fome  places  was  fo  fhallow,  that  the  men  were 
forced  to  wade  and  drag  their  batteaux  after  them. 
Which,  together  with  fome  catarads,  or  great  falls 
of  water,  rendering  this  duty  very  hard  and  fatiguing, 
not  being  able  to  travel  more  than  feven  or^ eight 
Englijh  miles  a  day,  until  they  came  to  the  Great 
Carrying  place  at  Wood's  Creek ,  where  the  provifi¬ 
ons  and  batteaux  were  taken  out,  and  carried  about 
four  miles  to  Alliganey ,  or  Ohio  great  river,  that 
runs  quite  to  Ojwego,  to  which  place,  general  Shir¬ 
ley  got  with  part  of  the  forces  on  the  8th  of  Auguft ; 
but  colonel  Mercer  with  the  remainder,  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  until  the  31ft.  Here  wc  found  colonel  Scuyler 
with  his  regiment  of  New  Jefey  provincials,  who 
had  arrived  there  fome  time  before.  A  Ihort  de- 
feription  of  a  place,  which  has  afforded  fo  much 
occafton  for  animadverfion,  may  not  here  be  alto¬ 
gether  difagreeable  to  thoie  unacquainted  with  our 
lettlcments  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

Ofwego 
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Otwigo  is  fituatedN.Lat.43-  Deg.  2°  M.  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Onondaga ,  on  the  fouth-fide 
of  the  lake  Ontario ,  or  Cataraquie.  There  was  ge¬ 
nerally  a  fort  and  conftant  garnfon  of  regular  troops 
kept  before  our  arrival.  In  the  proper  feafons,  a  fair 
Slat  trade  is  kept  here  :  of  above 

twenty  different  nations  have  been  obferved  here  at 
a  time  The  greateft  part  of  the  trade  between 
cLda  and  the  Indians  of  the  Great  Lakes  and 

fome  parts  of  the  Pafs.‘,ear  th.15  fort ; 

the  neateft  and  way  of  carrying  goo  s  upon 
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this  lake,  being  along  the  fouth-fide  of  it. 


this  laxe,  ucuibi  - -  ., 

diflance  of  Many  to  Ofwego  fort  ,s  about  300  mi  es 
weft  •  to  render  which  march  more  comfortable, 
we  met  with  many  good  farms  and  fettlements  in 
the  way.  The  Outawaes ,  a  great  and  powerful 
nation  living  upon  the  Outawae  river,  which  joins 
the  Catarique  river,  (the  out-let  of  the  Great  La,:s>) 
deal  confiderably  with  the  New-Iork  trading  homes 

heThe  different  nations  trading  to  Ofwego  are  di- 
ft'm^Uifhable  by  the  variety  and  different  faihions  of 
their  canoes ;  the  very  remote  Indians  are  cloathed 
n  kins  of  various  forts,  and  have  all  fire-arms: 
Some  come  from  fo  far  North  as  Pcri-Nelfon  in 
S  Bay,  N.  La«.  57  Deg-  And  fome  from 
the  Chirahes ,  weft  of  South-Car olina ,  in  N.  Lat. 

9  Dc<t  This  feems  indeed  to  be  a  vaft  extent  of 
in-land  water-carriage,  but  it  is  only  for  canoes, 

and  the  fmalleft  of  craft.  .  r  a 

Nor  will  it  in  this  place  be  improper  to  give  fome 
account  of  our  friends  in  thofe  parts,  whe  m  we  call 
the  Mohawks ,  viz.  The  Iroquois ,  commonly  called  ; 
the  Mohawks ;  the  Oneiadaes ,  the  Onondagues ,  the 
Cheats  and  the  Senekeas  In  all  accounts,  they 
aref  lately  called  the  Six  Natum  of  the  Newark 
fHendly  Mmm  ;  the  T«fiararces,  flragg  ers  from 
the  old  Tufcararoes  of  Nortb-CmUna,  lately  are 
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reckoned  as  the  fixth. - 1  fhall  here  reckon  them, 

as  I  have  been  informed  they  were  formerly,  i. 
The  Me  hawks  they  live  upon  the  Mohawk's  or 
Shcncttady  river,  and  head,  or  lie  North  of  New- 
York,  P enfylvania ,  Maryland  and  fome  part  of  Vir¬ 
ginia-,  having  a  caftle  or  village,  weft  ward  from 
Albany  forty  m  les,  and  another  fixty- five  miles  weft, 
and  about  160  fenfible  men.  2.  The  Oneiadaes, 
about  eighty  miles  from  the  Mohawk's  fecond  vil- 
lage,  coni. fling  of  near  200  fighting  men.  3.  The 
(nendagues,  about  twenty-five  miles  further,  (the 
famous  Ofuego  trading  place,  on  the  lake  Ontario , 
is  in  their  country)  confift  of  about  250  men.  4. 
The  Cayugaes,  about  leventy  miles  further,  of  about 
130  men.  And,  5.  The  Senekea r,  who  reach  a 
great  way  down  the  river  Sefquehanna,  confift  of 
about  700  marching  fighting  men  :  So  that  the  fight- 
ing  men  of  the  five  or  fix  nations  of  Hhohawks,  may 
be  reckoned  at  1500  men,  and  extend  from  Albany , 
Weft  400  miles,  lying  in  about  thirty  tribes  or  go¬ 
vernments.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  fettled  above 
Montreal,  which  lies  N.  E.  of  Ofvuego,  a  tribe  of 
fcoundrel  run-aways  from  the  Mohawks ;  they  are 
called  KahnuagfS ,  confifting  of  about  eighty  men. 

- - This  fhort  account  of  thefe  nations,  1  think 

it  ncceflary  to  make  the  Er.gHJh  reader  acquainted 
with,  as  I  may  have  occafion  to  mention  things 
concerning  fome  of  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  alfo,  to  give  a  fuc- 
cindf  detail  of  the  education,  manners,  religion, 
£?e.  of  the  natives.  The  Indians  are  born  tolera¬ 
bly  white  ;  but  they  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
darken  their  complexion,  by  anointing  themfelves 
with  greafe,  and  lying  in  the  fun.  Their  features 
are  good,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  women.  '1  heir 
limbs  clean,  ftraight,  and  well  proportioned,  and 
a  crooked  and  deformed  perfon  is  a  great  rarity  a- 
mong  them.  I  hey  are  very  ingenious  in  their  way, 

being 
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being  neither  fo  ignorant,  nor  fo  innocent,  as  fome 
people  imagine:  On  the  contrary,  a  very  under- 
fhnding  generation  are  they,  quick  of  apprehenfion, 
hidden  in  difpatch,  fubtile  in  their  dealings,  exqui- 
fite  in  their  inventions,  and  in  labour  affiduous  : 
The  world  has  no  better  markfmen  with  guns,  or 
bows  and  arrows,  than  the  natives,  who  can  kill 
birds  flying,  fifties  fwimming,  and  wild-beafts  run¬ 
ning  ;  nay,  with  fuch  prodigious  force  do  they  dif- 
charge  their  arrow,  that  one  of  them  will  fhoot  a 
man  quite  through,  and  nail  both  his  arms  to  his 
body  with  the  fame  arrow. 

As  to  their  religion,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts  exhibited  by  travellers,  we  mufl 
fuppofe  that  different  tribes  may  have  different  no¬ 
tions,  and  different  rites  :  And  though  I  do  not 
think  myfelf  capable  of  determining  the  cafe  with 
the  precifion  and  accuracy  I  could  wifh ;  yet,  with 
what  I  have  collected  from  my  own  obfervation 
when  among  them,  and  the  information  of  my  bro¬ 
ther-captives,  who  have  been  longer  converfant 
with  the  Indians  than  I  was ;  I  fhall  readily  give  the 
public  all  the  fatisfadtion  I  can. 

Some  affure  us  the  Indians  worfhip  the  images  of 
fome  inferior  deities,  whofe  anger  they  feem  to 
dreed;  on  which  account  the  generality  of  our  travel¬ 
lers  denominate  the  objects  of  their  devotion,  devils ; 
though  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  allowed  they  pray 
to  their  inferior  deities  for  fuccefs  in  all  their  under¬ 
takings,  for  plenty  of  food  and  other  neceffaries  of 
life.  It  appears  too,  that  they  acknowledge  one 
Supreme  Being,  but  him  they  adore  not,  becaufe 
they  believe  he  is  too  far  exalted  above  them,  and  too 
happy  in  himfelf  to  be  concerned  about  the  trifling 
affairs  of  poor  mortals.  They  feem  alfo  to  believe 
a  future  Hate,  and  that,  after  death,  they  will  be  re¬ 
moved  to  their  friends,  who  have  gone  before  them, 
to  an  Eiyjium  or  Paradife  beyond  the  Wejtem  Moun¬ 
tains  ; 


PETER  WILLIAMSON’.  4* 

ta  rs :  Others  aga'n,  allow  them  either  no  religion 
at  all,  or,  at  mod,  very  faint  ideas  of  a  Deity;  but 
all  agree  that  they  are  extravagantly  fupet fi itious, 
and  exceedingly  afraid  of  evil  fpirits.  To  thefe 
Damons  they  make  oblations  every  new-moon,  for 
the  rpace  of  feven  days  ;  during  which  time,  they 
call  lot?,  and  facrilice  one  of  themfelves,  putting 
the  perfon  devoted  to  the  mo  ft  exquifite  mifery  they 
can  invent,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  devil  for  that 
moon  ;  for  they  think  if  they  pleafe  but  the  evil 
fpirit,  God  will  do  them  no  butt. 

Certain  however  it  :s,  that  thofe  Indians ,  whom 
the  French  pri efts  have  had  an  opportunity  of  mi¬ 
nifiring  unto,  are  induced  to  believe,  “  That  the 
“  Son  of  God  came  into  the  world  to  fave  all 
u  mankind,  and  ddlroy  all  evil  fpirits  that  now 
“  trouble  them  ;  that  the  Englifh  have  killed  him, 

and  that  ever  ft  nee,  the  evil  fpirits  are  permitted 
“  to  walk  on  the  earth  :  That  if  the  Englifh  were 
“  all  deftroyed,  the  Son  of  the  Good  man,  who  is 
“  God,  would  come  again,  and  banilh  all  evil- 
“  fpirits  from  their  lands,  and  then  they  would 
“  have  nothing  to  fear  or  diflurb  them.”  Cajoled 
by  thefe  falfe  but  artful  inflnuations  of  the  French 
Jefuits ,  the  Indians  from  that  time,  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  maflacre  all  the  E'glifh ,  in  order  that  the  Son 
of  God  might  come  again  on  the  earth,  and  rid 
them  from  their  flavifh  fears  and  terrible  appiehen- 
fion',  by  exterminating  the  objects  thereof. 

Being  no#  at  0 five  go,  the  principal  object  that 
gave  at  that  time  any  concern  to  the  Atactic .  ns,  I 
(hall,  before  I  continue  my  own  account,  give  a 
fhort  recital  of  what  had  been  done  in  thefe  parts, 
in  regard  to  the  defence  and  preservation  of  the  fort, 
and  the  co'onies  thereabouts,  before  I  came,  upon 
fuch  authorities  as  I  got  from  thofe  who  had  been 
long  at  Ofwegc,  and  I  can  well  depend  upon  for 
truth. 
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General  Shirley,  in  1754,  having  ere&ed  two 
new  forts  on  the  river  Onondaga ,  it  feemed  probable, 
that  he  intended  to  winter  at  Ofwego  with  his  army, 
that  he  might  the  more  readily  proceed  to  a&ion  in 
the  enfuing  fpring.  What  produced  his  inactivity  af¬ 
terwards,  and  how  it  was,  that  fort  OJuuego  was  not 
taken  by  the  French  in  the  fpring  of  1755,  are 
things  my  penetration  will  not  enable  me  to  difcufs. 
But  Ofwcgo  is  now  loft,  and  would  have  been  fo  in 
the  fpring  of  175 5,  if  more  important  affairs  had 
not  made  the  French  negledt  it.  At  this  time  the 
garrifon  of  Ofwcgo  conlifted  only  of  100  men,  un¬ 
der  captain  King.  The  old  fort  being  their  only 
protedfion,  which  mounted  only  eight  four  poun¬ 
ders,  was  incapable  of  defence,  becaufe  it  was  com¬ 
manded  by  an  eminence  diredfly  crofs  a  narrow  ri¬ 
ver,  the  banks  of  which  were  covered  with  thick 
wood. 

In  May  1755,  Ofwego  being  in  this  condition, 
and  thus  garrifon’d  ;  thirty  French  batteaux  were 
feen  to  pafs,  and  two  days  after  eleven  more ;  each 
batteau  (being  much  larger  than  ours)  containing 
fifteen  men  :  fo  this  fleet  confifted  of  near  600  men  : 
A  force,  which  with  a  fingle  mortar,  might  foon 
have  taken  pofleflion  of  the  plate. 

A  refolution  was  now  taken  to  make  the  fort 
larger,  and  ere&  fome  new  ones;  to  build  vefleis 
upon  the  lake ;  to  increafe  the  garrifon  ;  and  pro¬ 
vide  every  thing  neceflary  to  annoy  the  enemy,  fo 
as  they  might  render  the  place  tenable.  Captain 
Broadftrect  arriving  on  the  2.7th  of  May  at  the  fort, 
with  two  companies,  fome  fmall  Twivel  guns,  and 
the  firft  parcel  of  workmen,  made  fome  imagine 
that  a  ftop  would  be  put  to  the  French  in  their  car¬ 
rying  men  in  fight  of  the  garrifon  ;  yet,  they  ftill 
permitted  eleven  more  French  batteaux  to  pafs  by, 
tho’  we  were  then  fuperior  to  them  in  thefe  boats, 
or  at  leaft  in  number.  The  reafon  our  forces  could 
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n.t  attack  them,  was,  becaufe  they  were  four  miles 
in  the  Offing,  on  board  large  veffels,  in  which  the 
foldiers  could  (land  to  fire  without  being  overfet ; 
and  our  battcaux,  in  which  we  mull  have  attacked 
them,  were  fo  fmall,  that  they  would  contain  only 
fix  men  each,  and  fo  ticklifh,  that  the  inadvertent 
motion  of  one  man  would  overfet  them.  No  care, 
however,  was  taken  to  provide  larger  boats  againfb 
another  emergency  of  the  fame  kind.  At  Oj'wegc , 
indeed,  it  was  impracticable  for  want  of  iron-work  ; 
fuch  being  the  provident  forecaft  of  thofe  who  had 
the  management  of  affairs,  that  tho’  there  were 
fmiths  enough,  yet,  there  was,  at  this  place,  but 
one  pair  of  bellows,  fo  that  the  firft  accident  that 
Ihould  happen  to  that  neceffary  inftrument,  would 
flop  all  the  operations  of  the  forge  at  once. 

The  beginning  of  7 une^  the  fhip-carpenters  ar¬ 
rived  from  Bojion ,  and  on  the  28th  of  the  fame 
month,  the  firft  veflel  we  ever  had  on  the  lake  On¬ 
tario ,  was  launched  and  fitted  out :  She  was  a 
fehooner  40  feet  in  the  keel,  had  14  oars,  and  12 
fvvivel  guns.  This  veffel,  and  320  men,  was  all 
the  force  we  had  at  Ojwego ,  the  beginning  of  July , 
and  was  victualled  at  the  expence  of  the  province  of 
New  York.  Happy  indeed,  it  was,  that  the  colony 
provifions  were  there  ;  for  fo  little  care  had  been 
taken  to  get  the  king’s  provifions  fent  tip,  that,  when 
wc  arrived,  we  muft  have  periflied  with  famine, 
had  we  not  found  a  fupply,  which  we  had  little  rea- 
fon  to  expeCt. 

About  the  middle  of  July ,  an  attack  was  again 
expected,  when  we  (the  forces  under  general  Shir¬ 
ley)  were  Hill  near  300  miles  diftant.  And,  if  the 
attack  had  then  been  made,  with  the  force  the  ene¬ 
my  was  known  to  have  had  at  hand,  it  muft,  for  the 
reafon  l  have  juft  before  given,  have  fallen  into  their 
oofidTion. 
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Such  was  the  (late  of  Ofwego,  when  we  arrived 
there:  Where  we  had  been  but  a  Small  time,  be¬ 
fore  provifions  began  to  be  very  fcarce ;  and  the 
king’s  allowance  being  Fill  delay’d,  the  provincial 
Fores  were  foon  exhu.uFed,  and  we  were  in  danger 
of  being  foon  farnilh’d,  being  on  lefs  than  halt-al¬ 
lowance.  The  men  being  likewife  worn  out,  and 
fatigued  with  the  long  march  they  had  fullered,  and 
being  without  rum  (or  allowed  none  at  leaf!:)  and 
other  proper  nutriment,  many  fell  Tick  of  the  flux, 
and  died  ;  fo  that  our  regiment  was  greatly  reduced 
in  fix  weeks  time  :  A  party  that  we  left  at  the  im¬ 
portant  carrying- place,  at  IVo.d's  Creek ,  being  abso¬ 
lutely  obliged  to  defert  it  for  want  of  neceFarits. 

Sicknefs,  death  and  defertion,  had  at  len.th  fo 
far  reduc’d  us,  that  we  had  Farce  men  enough  to 
perform  duty,  and  prote<ft  thefe  who  were  daily  at 
work.  The  Indians  keeping  a  Fri<ft  look  out,  ren¬ 
der’d  every  on  who  pafs’d  the  out-guards  or  centi- 
nels  in  danger  of  being  fealp’d  or  murder’d.  To 
prevent  confcquences  like  thefe,  a  captain’s  guard  of 
fixty  men,  with  two  lieutenants,  two  ferjeams,  two 
corporals,  and  «  ne  drum,  befides  two  flank-guards 
of  a  ferjeant,  corporal,  and  twelve  men  in  each, 
were  daily  mounted,  and  did  duty  as  we  1  as  able. 
Scouting-parties  were  likewife  fent  out  every  day  : 
But  the  ficknefs  Fill  continuing,  and  having  3CO 
men  at  work,  we  were  oblig’d  to  leflen  our  guards, 
till  general  Pepperell'%  regiment  join’d  us. 

A  iiitle  diligence  being  now'  made  ufe  of,  about 
the  middle  of  September,  four  other  veflels  were  got 
ready,  viz.  A  deck’d  Hoop  of  eig<  t  gun  ,  four 
pounders,  and  30  fwivels  ;  a  deck’d  fchocner,  eight 
guns,  four  pounders,  and  twenty  eight  fwivels  ;  one 
undeck’d  fchooner,  of  fourteen  fwivels,  and  four¬ 
teen  oars,  and  another  of  twelve  fv,  ivels,  and  four¬ 
teen  oars  about  130  tons  each. 
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On  the  74th  of  Oficber,  with  this  armament, 
and  a  confiderable  n  imber  of  batteaux,  which  were 
too  fmall  to  live  upon  the  lake  in  moderate  wea¬ 
ther,  we  were  preparing  to  attack  Niagara  j  tho 
(•ndtwithftanding  we  had  taken  all  the  proviftons  we 
could  find  in  Ofvuego ,  and  had  left  the  garrifon  be¬ 
hind,  with  fcarce  enough  for  three  days)  the  fleet 
had  not  provisions  fuflTcienton  board,  to  carry  them 
within  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  {applies  were  not 
to  be  got,  within  300  miles  of  the  plac1,  we  were 
going  againft.  However,  the  impracticability  of 
fucceeding  in  an  expedition,  undertaken  without 
victual-,  was  difeovered  time  enough  to  prevent 
our  march,  or  embarkation,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called  ;  but  not  before  nfne  batteaux  laden  with 
officers  baggage,  were  fent  forwards,  four  men  in 
each  batteau  ;  in  o  e  of  which,  it  was  my  lot  to 
be.  The  men  being  weak,  anJ  in  low  fpirits, 
with  continual  harraffing,  and  lowfeedm  ,  render  d 
our  progrefs  very  ediou'.  and  difficult.  Add  to  this, 
the  places  we  had  to  pafs  and  afeend  ;  f  >r,  in  many 
parts,  the  Catauifts,  or  falls  of  water,  which  de¬ 
fended  near  the  head  of  the  river  Ono  diga  (in 
fome  places  near  100  feet  perpendicular)  rendered 
it  almoft  impoflible  for  us  to  proceed  ;  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  running  from  the  bottom,  was  fo  rapid,  that 
the  efforts  of  twenty  or  thi  ty  men  vv  r.  fometimes 
required  to  drag  the  boats  along,  and  efpecially  to 
get  them  up  the  hills  or  Caiarafls,  which  we  were 
forced  to  do  with  ropes  :  Sometimes,  when  with 
great  labour  and  difficulty,  we  had  got  t  'em  up, 
we  c  .riied  them  by  land  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
before  we  came  to  any  water.  In  fho.t,  we  found 
four  men  to  a  batteau  infufficient ;  for  the  men  be¬ 
longing  to  one  batteau  were  fo  fatigued  and  worn 
out,  that  they  could  not  manage  fur,  fo  that  fhe 
lay  behind  almoft  a  league. 
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The  captain  that  was  with  us,  obferving  this,  as 
foon  as  we  had  got  the  others  over  the  mod  difficult 
falls,  ordered  two  befides  myfelf  to  go  and  help  her 
forwards  :  Accordingly  I  got  into  her,  in  order  to 
fleer  her,  whilfl  my  two  comrades  and  her  own 
crew  dragged  her  along.  When  we  got  to  any 
CatcraRs ,  I  remained  in  her  to  fallen  the  ropes, 
and  keep  all  fafe,  while  they  hauled  her  up  ;  but 
drawing  her  to  the  fummit  of  the  laft  CataraR ,  the 
ropes  gave  way,  and  down  ftte  fell,  into  a  very  ra¬ 
pid  and  boiflerous  flream  ;  where  not  being  able  by 
myfelf,  to  work  her,  file  Love  to  pieces  on  a  fmall 
rock,  on  which  fome  part  of  her  remaining  till 
morning,  I  miraculoufly  faved  myfelf.  Never  was 
my  life  in  greater  danger  than  in  this  fituation  ;  the 
night  being  quite  dark,  and  no  affiflance  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  any  of  my  comrades ;  tho’  many  of 
them,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  made  diligent  fearch 
for  me ;  but  the  fall  of  the  waters  render’d  the 
rjoife  that  they,  as  well  as  myfelf  made,  to  be 
heard  by  one  another,  quite  ineffectual. 

In  the  morning,  they  indeed  found  me,  but  in  a 
wretched  condition  quite  benumb’d,  and  almoft 
dead  with  the  cold,  having  nothing  on  but  my 
fhirt. 

After  various  efforts,  having  with  great  difficulty 
got  me  up,  they  ufed  all  proper  means  to  recover 
my  worn-out  fpirits  ;  but  the  fire  had  a  fatal  effect 
to  what  they  intended,  for  my  flefh  fwelled  all  over 
my  body  and  limbs,  and  caufed  fuch  a  deprivation 
of  my  fenfes,  that  I  fainted,  and  was  thought  by 
all  to  be  dead.  However,  after  fome  time,  they 
pretty  well  recovered  my  fcattered  fenfes,  and  fa¬ 
tigued  body  ;  and  with  proper  care  conduced  me, 
with  fome  others  (who  were  weak  and  ill  of  the 
flux)  to  Albany ,  where  the  hofpital  received  our 
poor  debilitated  bodies. 


The 


PETER  WILLIAMSON.  55 
The  reft,  not  able  to  proceed,  or  being  counter¬ 
manded.  bent  their  courfe  back  again  to  Ofwego  : 
Where,  a  friendly  ftortn  preventing  an  embarkation, 
when  a  flock  of  provisions  was  got  together  (Suffi¬ 
cient  to  prevent  them  from  eating  one  another,  dur¬ 
ing  the  firft  twelve  days)  all  thoughts  of  attacking 
Niagara  were  laid  afide. 

Thus  ended  this  formidable  campaign.  Thevef- 
fels  that  we  had  built  (as  I  afterwards  learn’d)  were 
unrigged  and  laid  up,  without  having  been  put  to 
any  ufe  ;  while  a  French  vefiel  was  cruifing  on  the 
Lake,  and  carrying  fupplies  to  Niagara,  without 
interruption  ;  five  others  as  large  as  ours  being  alio 
ready  to  launch  at  Frontenac ,  which  lies  acrofs  the 
lake  Ontario ,  north  of  Ofwego, 

T  he  general,  whatever  appearances  might  have 
led  others,  as  well  as  myfelf,  to  think  otherwife ; 
foon  indicated  his  intention  of  not  wintering  at  Of- 
voego  ;  for,  he  left  the  place  before  the  additional 
works  were  compleated,  and  the  garrifon,  by  in* 
fenfible  degrees,  decreafed  to  noo  men;  ftill  liv¬ 
ing  in  perpetual  terror,  on  the  brink  of  famine,  and 
become  mutinous  for  want  of  their  pay  ;  which, 
in  the  hurry  of  military  bufmefs ,  during  a  year  that 
was  crowned  with  great  events,  had  been  forgot¬ 
ten  :  for,  from  my  firft  inlifting,  to  the  time  1  was 
laid  up  at  Albany ,  I  never  had  received  above  fix 
weeks  pay. 

A  little  indeed,  may  be  offered  in  vindication  of 
the  general,  in  regard  to  the  numberlefs  delays  of 
this  campaign,  viz.  I  hat  it  took  Some  time  to  raife 
the  two  reg  ments,  which  were  in  Britijh  pay,  as 
the  n.ime  of  enlifting  for  life,  is  fomewhat  forbid¬ 
ding  to  the  Americans .'  (a  few  of  whom,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  made  our  agreement  for  three  years  ;  but 
after  that  time,  I  doubt,  we  muft  have  depended  on 
his  pleafure  for  our  being  difeharged,  according  to 
our  contra-fl,  had  it  not  fallen  out  otherwife.) 

C  4  The- 
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i  he  unufual  drynefs  of  the  hummer,  rendered 
the  rivers  down  to  Ofweg:  in  fome  places  irn- 
paflable,  or  very  difficult  for  the  batteaux  to  pro 
cced;  and  it  was  whifpei’d,  that  a  gentleman,  lately 
in  an  eminent  fcation  in  Nciv-^'ork,  did  all  in  his 
power  to  hinder  the  undertaking,  from  a  pique  to 
the  general.  By  thefe  difadvantages,  he  was  de¬ 
tained  at  Albany ,  till  Augujl ,  and  e^en  when  he  did 
reach  OfDego ,  he  found  himfelf  put  to  no  little  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  maintain  his  ground,  for  want  of  provi¬ 
sions  ;  and  the  men  being  fo  reduced,  more  than 
once,  to  fhort  allowance,  as  you  have  feeo,  bee  me 
troubled  w  th  the  flux,  and  had  not  any  thing  ne- 
ceflary,  not  even  rum  fuffiJent  for  the  cemmon  men, 
to  prevent  the  fatal  effedls  of  that  diffirJer. 

In  this  manner,  the  fummer  was  fpent  on  our 
fide;  and  the  reafon  why  the  French  did  not  this 
year  tak c  Ojweg  when  they  might,  with  fo  little 
trouble,  was,  as  many  befide;  myfelf  conjectured, 
that  they  thought  it  more  their  interell,  to  purfue 
their  projedls  on  the  Oh:ot  and  prefeive  the  triend- 
fhip  of  the  confiderable  ndians ;  which  an  attack 
upon  Ofwego ,  at  that  time,  would  have  deftroyed. 

How  far  they  fucceeded  in  fuch  their  projects, 
and  ti  e  reafons  of  their  fuccefies,  a  little  animad- 
verfion  on  our  own  transactions  will  let  us  into  the 
light  of.  For,  as  appearances  on  cur  fide,  were 
very  favourable  in  the  fpring;  general  BtaddocVs 
defeat  greatly  increafed  the  gloom,  which  fat  on 
the  countenances  of  the  Au.ericans. 

Great  things  being  expended  from  him,  he  arri¬ 
ved  early  in  the  fpring  at  Virginia ,  with  a  confidvr- 
able  land  force  ;  and  fort  Du  Shicfnc  feemed  to  be 
ours,  if  we  did  but  go  and  demand  it.  The  at- 
ta  ks  defigned  againft  Niagara ,  and  fort  Frederick , 
at  Cnwn-Pcint ,  were  planned  in  the  winter,  and 
the  troops  employed  againft  the  French  in  Nova- 
Fcotia,  embarked  at  Bojlon  in  Apt il.  Let  us  view 

the 
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the  events  bcfides  thofe  already  mentioned.  Gene¬ 
ral  Bradd  ck  was  ready  to  march  in  April.  But 
through  ignorance,  or  negledf,  or  a  mifunderlfand- 
i'jg  with  the  governor  of  Virginia ,  had  neither  frefh 
provifions,  horfes,  nor  waggons  provided  ;  and  fo 
late  as  the  latter  end  of  May^  it  was  neceflary  to 
apply  to  Penfylvanla ,  for  the  moft  part  of  thofe. 
This  negledt  created  a  mold  pernicious  diffidence 
and  difcredit  of  the  Americans ,  in  the  mind  of  the 
general,  and  prevented  their  ufefulnefs,  where  their 
advice  was  wanted,  and  produced  very  bad  effedL.  He 
was  a  man  (as  ’tis  now  too  well  known  and  believ’d) 
by  no  means  of  quick  apprehenfion,  and  could 
not  conceive  that  fuch  people  could  inftrudt  him  ; 
and  his  young  counfellors  prejudiced  him  {fill  more, 
fo  as  to  flight  his  officers,  and  what  was  worfe,  his 
enemy;  as  it  was  treated  as  an  abfurdity  to  fup- 
pofe  the  Indians  would  ever  attack  regulars  :  And, 
of  courfe,  no  care  was  taken  to  inftrudt  the  men, 
to  refill  their  peculiar  manner  of  fighti  g.  Had 
this  circumftance  been  attended  to,  1  am  fully  per- 
funded,  400  Indians ,  about  the  number  that  defeat¬ 
ed  him,  woulJ  have  given  him  very  little  annoy¬ 
ance  :  Sure  I  am,  400  of  our  people,  rightly  ma¬ 
naged,  .would  have  made  no  difficulty  of  driving  be¬ 
fore  them,  four  times  that  handful,  to  whom  he 
owed  his  defeat  and  dea'h. 

'1  he  undertaking  of  the  eaflern  provinces  to  re¬ 
duce  the  fort  at  Crown- Print,  met  that  fate,  which 
the  jarring  counfels  of  a  divided  people  commonly 
meet  with  ;  for  though  the  plan  was  concerted  in 
the  winter  of  1 75  4,  it  was  Augu,7  b  fore  thofe  pet¬ 
ty  governments  could  bring  together  their  troops. 
In  fho  t,  it  muft  be  owned  by  ail,  that  delays  were 
the  banes  of  our  undertakings,  except  in  the  bay 
of  Fundi ,  in  Noua-Scotia ,  where  fecrecy  and  expe¬ 
dition  were  rewarded  with  fuccefs,  and  that  pro¬ 
vince  reduced. 

C  5  The 
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The  general  continued  ina&ive,  from  the  time 
he  left  Ofwego ,  to  March  1736,  when  he  was  about 
to  refume  the  execution  of  his  fcheme  to  attack 
Frontenac  and  Niagara.  What  would  have  been 
the  iflue  of  this  project,  neither  myfelf,  nor  any 
other  perfon,  can  now  pretend  to  fay,  for  juft  at 
this  crifis,  he  received  orders  from  England ,  to  at¬ 
tempt  nothing,  till  lord  Loudon  fhould  arrive,  which 
was  faid  fhould  be  early  in  the  fpring.  However, 
his  lordfhip  did  not  get  there  until  the  middle  of 
July,  fo  that  by  this  delay,  time  was  given  to  the 
marquis  de  Montcalm  (major-general  Diefkau  s  fuc- 
ceflor)  to  arrive  from  France  at  Canada  with  3000 
regular  forces,  and  take  the  field  before  us. 

But  to  return  from  this  digreflion  to  other  tranf- 
a&ions.  When  I  was  pretty  well  recovered  again, 
I  embarked  on  board  a  veffel  from  Albany  for  New- 
Tork  ;  where,  when  I  arrived,  I  found  to  my  for- 
row,  captain  ‘ John  Shirley ,  the  general’s  fon,  had 
been  dead  for  fome  time.  He  was  a  very  promifing, 
worthy,  young  gentleman,  and  univerfally  regret¬ 
ted.  His  company  was  given  to  major  ’James  Kin- 
riair ,  who  ordered,  that  none  of  his  men  fhould  go 
out  on  the  recruiting  parties,  as  was  at  firft  intend¬ 
ed  by  his  predeceflor;  but,  that  the  private  men 
fhould  either  return  to  Ofwego ,  or  do  duty  in  the 
fort  at  New-Tork.  Not  liking  my  ftation  here,  I 
intreated  the  general,  who  was  now  arrived,  for  a 
furlow,  to  fee  my  friends  at  Penf/lvania,  which,  he 
having  then  no  great  occafion  for  me,  at  New-Tork , 
granted  for  three  months. 

As  I  have  here  mentioned  New-Tork,  and  before 
given  a  fhoi  t  account  of  the  two  cities,  Philadelphia 
and  Boflon ,  it  would  be  a  difrefpedf  fhown  to  this 
elegant  one,  not  to  take  notice  of  it,  as  well  as  in 
fome  meafure  debarring  the  reader  from  fuch  infor¬ 
mation  as  may  not  be  difagreeable ,  but  not  being 
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of  that  note  or  confequence  with  the  others,  I  (hall: 
briefly  obferve ;  that, 

New-York  is  a  very  fine  city,  and  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  that  name  ;  it  contains  about  3000 
houfes,  and  near  9000  inhabitants.  The  houfes 
are  all  well  built,  and  the  meaneft  of  them  faid  to 
be  worth  100/.  fterling,  which  cannot  be  faid  of 
the  city  of  the  fame  name,  nor  of  any  other  itx 
England.  Their  converfation  is  polite,  and  their 
furniture,  drefs,  and  manner  of  living,  quite  ele¬ 
gant.  In  drinking  and  gallantry  they  exceed  any- 
city  in  America. 

The  great  church  is  a  very  handfome  edifice,  and 
built  in  1695.  Here  is  alfo  a  Dutch  church,  & 
French  church,  and  a  Lutheran  church,  d  he  in¬ 
habitants  of  Dutch  extraction,  make  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  town,  and  rnoft  of  them  fpeak  h ngl’Jh. 

Having  obtained  my  furlow,  I  immediately  fet 
out  for  P enfylvania^  and  arriving  at  Philadelphia , 
found  the  confirmation  and  terror  of  the  inhabitants 
was  greatly  increafed,  to  what  it  was  when  I  left 
them!  They  had  made  feveral  treaties  of  friend- 
£hip  with  the  Indians ,  who,  when  well  fupplied 
with  arms,  ammunition,  clothes,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  through  the  pacific  meafures,  and  defence- 
kfs  fiate  of  the  Philadelphians ,  foon  revolted  to  the 
French ,  and  committed  great  outrages  on  thr  back, 
parts  of  the  province,  defiroying  and  maffacring 
men,  women  and  children,  and  every  thing  that 
unhappily  lay  in  their  way. 

A  few  instances  of  which,  together  with  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  Philadelphians  on  thefe  occafions,  I 
{hall  here  prefent  the  reader  with,  who,  of  what¬ 
ever  fedVor  profeflion,  I  am  well  allured,  inuft  con¬ 
demn  the  pacific  difpofition,  and  private  factions. 

that  then  reigned,  not  only  in  the  a - y,  but  a- 

mong  the  magiftrates  themfelves ;  who  were  a  long, 
time,  before  they  could  agree  on  proper  petitions, 

C  6  to 
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to  roufe  the  aflembly  from  the  legarthic  and  inac¬ 
tive  condition  they  abfolutely  remained  in. 

For  about  the  middle  of  Oflob  r,  a  large  body  of 
Indians,  chiefly  Shaivonef ,  Delawar es,  &c.  fell  up¬ 
on  this  province,  from  feveral  quarters,  almoft  at 
the  fame  inftant,  murdering,  burning,  and  laying  , 
wafle  all  wherever  they  came  ;  fo  that  in  the  five 
counties  of  Cumberland^  To- k ,  Lanctjier ,  Berks , 
and  Northampton ,  which  compofe  more  than  half 
the  province,  nothing  but  feenes  of  diftradlion  and 
defolation  were  to  be  feen. 

The  damages  which  thefe  counties  had  fuflained 
by  the  defertion  of  plantations,  is  not  to  be  reckon¬ 
ed  up;  nor  are  the  miferies  of  the  poor  inhabitants 
to  be  cefcribed  ;  many  of  whom,  though  efcaping 
with  life,  were,  without  a  moment’s  warning,  dri¬ 
ven  from  thofe  habitations  where  they  enjoyed  every 
necefTary  ot  life,  and  were  then  expofed  to  all  the 
feverity  of  an  hard  winter  ;  and  obliged  to  folicit 
their  very  bread  at  the  cold  hand  of  charity,  or  pe- 
rifn  with  hunger,  under  the  inclement  air. 

To  thefr  barbarities  I  have  already  mentioned,  I 
cinnot  pafs  over  the  following,  as  introductory 
caufes  of  the  Philadelphians  at  Jaft  withftanding 
the  outrages  of  the  Barbarians. 

At  Gnadenbut  en,  a  fmall  Moravian  fettlement,  in 
Northampton  county,  the  poor  unhappy  Offerers, 
were  fitting  round  their  peaceful  fupper,  when  the 
inhuman  murderers,  muffled  in  the  fnades  of  night, 
dark  and  horrid  as  the  infernal  purpofes  of  their  dia¬ 
bolic  fouls,  ffole  upon  them,  butchered,  fealped 
them,  and  confumed  their  bodies,  together  with 
their  horfes,  flock,  and  upwards  of  fixty  head  of 
fat  cattle,  (intended  for  the  fubfiflance  of  the  bre¬ 
thren  at  Bethlehem )  all  in  one  general  flame  ;  fo  that 
next  morning  furnifhed  only  a  melancholy  fpedlacle 
of  their  mingled  afhes. 
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At  the  Great  Cove  in  Cumberland,  at  Tulpehoekin , 
in  Berks ,  and  in  feveral  other  places,  their  barbari¬ 
ties  were  ftill  greater,  if  poffible.  Men,  women, 
children,  and  brute-b  afts,  (hared  one  common 
deftrudion  ;  and  where  they  were  not  burnt  to  afhes, 
their  mangled  limbs  were  found  promi  cuoufiy 
ftrewed  upon  the  ground,  thofe  appertaining  to  the 
human  form,  fcarce  to  be  diftinguiftied  from  the 
brute ! 

But  of  all  the  inftances  of  the  barbarities  I  heard 
of  in  thefe  parts,  I  could  not  help  being  mofc  af¬ 
fected  with  the  following  :  One  family,  confuting  of 
the  hulband,  his  wife  and  a  child,  only  a  few  hours 
<  Id,  were  all  found  murdered  and  fealped  in  this 
manner:  The  mother  ftretched  on  the  bed,  with 
her  new  born  child,  horribly  mangled,  and  put 
under  her  head  fora  pillow,  while  the  hufband  lay 
on  the  ground  hard  by,  with  his  belly  ript  up,  and 
his  bowels  laid  open. 

In  another  place,  a  woman  with  her  fucking 
child,  finding  that  (lie  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  fell  flat  on  her  face,  prompted  by  tl  e 
(Irons  call  of  nature,  to  cover  and  fhelter  her  inno¬ 
cent  child  with  her  own  body.  T  he  accurfed  fi> 
vage  rufiied  from  his  lurking  place,  {truck  her  on 
the  head  with  his  tom  ihawk ,  tore  oft  her  fcalp,  and 
fcoured  back  into  the  woods,  without  obferving 
the  child,  being  apprehenfive  that  he  was  diftovered. 
The  child  was  found  fometime  afterwards  under  the 
body  of  its  mother,  and  was  then  alive. 

Many  of  their  young  women  were  carried  by  tl  e 
favages  into  captivity,  referved,  perhaps,  foraworfe 
fate  than  thofe  who  fuftered  death  in  all  its  horrid 
fhapes  ;  and  no  wonder,  fince  they  were  referved 
by  favages,  whofe  tender  mercies  might  be  account¬ 
ed  more  cruel  than  their  very  cruelty  itfclf. 

Yet  even  dur'ngall  thu  time  this  province  (had 
things  been  properly  ordered)  need  but,  in  compan¬ 
ion 
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fon  to  her  ftrength,  have  lifted  her  foot  and  crufh’d! 
all  the  French  force  on  their  borders  ;  but  unufed  to 
fuch  undertakings,  and  bound  by  non-refifiing  prin¬ 
ciples  from  exerting  her  ftrength,  and  involved  in 
difputes  with  the  proprietaries,  they  flood  ftill  j  vain¬ 
ly  hoping  the  French  would  be  fo  moderate  as  to  be 
content  with  their  vidfory  over  Braddock ,  or>at  leaft: 
confine  their  attacks  to  Virginia :  But  they  then 
faw  and  felt  all  this  was  delufion,  and  the  barbari¬ 
ties  of  the  Indian  parties  headed  by  French  officers : 
Notwithftanding  all  which  they  continued  in  domef- 
tic  debates,  without  a  fol  jier  in  pay,  or  a  penny  in 
the  treafury.  In  fhort,  if  the  enemy  had  then  had  but 
1500  men  at  the  Ohio ,  and  would  have  attempted 
it,  no  rafhnefs  could  have  been  perceived  in  their 
marching  down  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia . 

Thus  flood  our  affairs  on  the  fide  of  the  Ohioy 
when  an  old  captain  of  the  warriors,  in  the  intereft 
of  the  Philadelphians,  and  their  ever  faithful  friend* 
whofe  name  was  Scatrcoyda,  alias  Mcnokatcathy,  on 
the  firft  notice  of  thefe  misfortunes,  came  haftening 
to  Philadelphia ,  together  with  colonel  Wei  fir ,  the 
provincial  interpreter,  and  two  other  Indian  chiefs, 
Scarrooyda  immediately  demanded  an  audience  of 
the  aflembly,  who  were  then  fitting,  to  whom  he 
fpoke  in  a  very  afte&ing  manner.  His  fpeeches 
being  printed,  and  fold  about  Philadelphia ,  I  pro¬ 
cured  one  of  them,  which  was  as  follows. 

*  Brethren, 

‘  We  are  once  more  come  among  you,  and  fin- 
‘  cerely  condole  with  you  on  account  of  the  late 
‘  b.oodfhed,  and  the  awful  cloud  that  hangs  over 
6  you,  and  over  us.  Brethren,  you  may  be  un- 
‘  doubtedly  allured  that  thefe  horrid  a&ions  were 
committed  by  none  of  thofe  nations  that  have 
any  fellowfhp  with  us,  but  by  certain  falfe- 
hearttd  and  treacherous  brethren#  It  grieves  us 

4  mor.s 


PETER  WILLIAMSON.  63 

4  more  than  all  our  other  misfortunes,  that  any  of 
4  our  good  friends,  the  Englijh ,  fhould  fufpedf  us 
4  of  having  falfe  hearts. 

4  Brethren, 

*  If  you  were  not  an  infatuated  people,  we  are  30© 

*  warriors  firm  to  your  intereft  ;  and,  if  you  are  fo 
«  unjuft  to  us  as  to  retain  any  doubts  of  our  finceri- 
4  ty,  we  offer  to  put  our  wives,  our  children,  and 

*  all  we  have  into  your  hands,  to  deal  with  them 
4  as  feemeth  good  to  you,  if  we  are  found  in  the 

*  leaft  to  fwerve  from  you.  But,  brethren,  you 

*  mull  fupport  and  aflift  us,  for  we  are  not  able  to 
4  fight  alone  againft  the  powerful  nations  who  are 
4  coming  againft  you  ;  and  you  muft  this  moment 
4  refolve,  and  give  us  an  explicit  anfwer  what  you 
4  will  do  :  For  thefe  nations  have  fent  to  defire  us, 

4  as  old  friends,  either  to  join  them,  or  get  out  of 
4  their  way,  and  fhift  for  ourfelves.  Alas !  bre- 
4  thren,  we  areforry  to  leave  you  !  We  remember 
4  the  many  tokens  of  your  friendfhip  to  us :  But, 

4  what  fhall  we  do  ?  We  cannot  ftand  alone,  and 
4  you  will  not  ftand  with  us  ! - 

4  Brethren,  r 

4  The  time  is  precious.  While  we  are  herecon- 
4  fulting  with  you,  we  know  not  what  may  be  the 
4  fate  of  our  brethren  at  home.  We  do  therefore 
4  once  more  invite  and  requeft  you  to  a£t  like  men, 

4  and  be  no  longer  as  women,  purfuing  weak  mea- 
4  fures  that  render  your  names  defpicable.  If  you 
4  will  put  the  hatchet  *  into  our  hands,  and  fend 
4  out  a  number  of  your  young  «  men  in  con- 
4  junction  with  our  warriors,  and  provide  the  ne- 
4  ceflary  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  and, 
6  likewife  build  fome  ftrong  houfes  for  the  protec- 

*  See  the  note  under  Tomahawk,  page  15, 

‘  tion 
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‘  t'on  of  our  old  men,  women  and  children,  while 
:  we  are  abfent  in  war:  we  {hall  foon  wipe  the 
tears  from  your  eyes,  and  make  thefe  falfe-heart- 
*  brethren  repent  their  treachery  and  bafen'efs 
‘  towards.you,  and  towards  us. 

*  -But  we  muff  at  toe  fame  time  folemnly  afTure 
you,  drat  if  you  delay  any  longer  to  aeft  in  con- 
c  junddion  with  us,  or  think  to  put  us  oft',  as  ufual, 
c  with  uncertain  hopes,  you  muff  not  expert  to  fee 
‘  our  faces  under  this  roof  any  more.  We  muft 
4  fh;ft  for  our  own  fafety,  and  leave  you  to  the 
‘  mercy  of  our  enemies,  as  an  infatuated  people, 
upon  whom  we  can  have  no  longer  deuen- 
‘  dance.’  D  * 


The  tears  ft  od  in  the  old  man’s  eyes,  while  he 
delivered  this  Lift  part  5  and  no  wonder,  fince  the 
very  being  of  his  nation  depended  upon  their  join¬ 
ing  the  enemy,  or  our  enabling  them  immediately 
to  make  head,  againft  them. 

It  was  fomc  tune,  however,  before  the  affemblv 
could  be  brought  to  Confent  to  any  vigorous  mea¬ 
sures  for  their  own  defence.  Their  back  inhabi¬ 
tants  loft  all  patience  at  their  conduct.  Until  at 
length  the  governor  exerted  his  utmoft  power,  and 
procured  the  militia,  and  money  bills  to  pafs.  By 
virtue  of  the  former,  the  freemen  of  the  province 
were  enabl  d  to  form  themfelves  into  companies, 
and  each  company  by  a  majority  of  votes,  by  way 
of  ballot,  to  chufe  its  own  officers  3  viz.  a  captain, 
lieutenant,  and  enlign  ;  who,  1  approved  of,  were  to 
be  commiffioned  by  the  governor.  So  that  the 
Philudelph, ans  were  at  laft  permitted  to  rife  and  arm 
themfelves  in  their  own  defence,  ft  hev  according— 
jy  former  themfelves  into  companies  3  the  governor 
figning  to  all  gentlemen  qualified,  who  had  been 
reguiarly  badottedj  commiffions  for  that  purpofe. 

Captain 
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Captain  Davis  was  one  of  the  firft  who  had  a 
Company,  and,  being  defirous  of  my  fervice,  in 
order  to  indru&  the  irregulars  in  their  difcipline, 
obtained  from  the  governor  a  certificate  to  indem¬ 
nify  me  from  any  punifhment  which  mLht  be  ad¬ 
judged  by  the  regiment  to  which  I  alreu  iy  belonged; 
for  without  that  I  had  not  gone.  O  ir  company, 
which  confided  of  100  men,  was  not  compleated 
until  the  2fth  of  December ,  1  755  i  when  lofing 
no  time  we  next  morning  marched  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  high  fpiritsj  refolving  to  fnew  as  little  quar¬ 
ter  to  the  favages  as  they  had  to  many  of  us. 

Colonel  Armjirortg  had  been  more  expeditious, 
for  he  had  raifed  280  provincial  irregulars,  and 
marched  a  little  time  before  againft  the  Ohio  Mo¬ 
rions  ;  but  of  him  more  hereafter. 

We  arrived  the  26th  of  December  at  Bethlehem , 
in  the  forks  of  the  river  Delaware  ;  where,  being 
kindlv  rec.ived  by  the  Moravians ,  we  loaded  fix 
waggons  with  provifions,  and  proceeded  on  to  the 
Jpalachian  Mountains ,  or  Bine- Hills,  to  a  town 
called  Kern  r ton-head,  which  the  Moravians  had 
deferted  on  account  of  the  I  dians .  Fifty  of  our 
men  of  whom  I  made  one,  were  ordered  before 
the  red,  to  fee  whether  the  town  was  destroyed  or 
not.  Difpofing  them  to  the  bed  advantage,  we 
marched  on  till  we  came  within  five  miles  of  the 
place,  which  we  found  (landing  entire. 

Having  a  very  uneven,  rugged  road  to  it,  and 
not  above  four  men  able  to  go  a-bread,  we  were 
on  a  fudden  alarmed,  by  the  firing  of  the  flank- 
guards,  which  were  a  little  in  the  rear  of  ou'  van. 
The  favages  brifkly  returned  their  fire,  and  killed 
the  enfign  and  ten  of  the  men,  and  wounded  feve- 
ral  others. 

Finding  this,  I  being  chief  in  command  (having 
affed  is  lieutenant,  and  received  pay  as  fuch  from 
my  fird  entrance,  for  my  trouble  and  duty  in  learn¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  company,)  ordered  the  men  to  march  on 
with  all  expedition  to  the  town,  and  all  the  way 
to  keep  a  running  fire  on  the  enemy,  as  they  had 
falle  n  on  our  rear. 

We  fhould  have  got  there  in  very  good  order, 
had  it  not  been  for  a  river  we  had  to  crofs,  and  the 
weather  being  fo  exceffively  cold,  <  ur  clothes  froze 
to  our  bodies  as  foon  as  we  got  out  of  the  water. 
However,  with  great  difficulty  we  reached  the  town, 
and  got  into  the  church  with  the  lofs  of  twenty- 
feven  men.  T  here  we  made  as  good  preparations 
for  our  defence  as  poffible  we  could,  making  a  great 
fire  of  the  benches,  feats,  and  what  we  could  find 
therein,  to  dry  our  clothes  ;  not  efteeming  it  the 
lead  facrilege  or  crime,  upon  fuch  an  emergency. 

The  Indians  foon  followed  us  into  the  town,  and 
furfounding  us,  fried  all  methods  to  burn  thechurch, 
but  our  continual  firing  kept  them  off  for  about  fix 
hours,  until  our  powder  and  ball  were  a  1  expended. 
In  the  night  they  fet  feveral  houfes  on  fire  ;  and, 
we  dreading  the  confluences  of  being  detained 
there,  refolved  to  make  one  bold  effort,  and  pufh 
ourfelves  thro’  the  favages  forces,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  with  the  moft  undaunted  courage. 
The  enemy  fired  continually  on  us  during  our  re¬ 
treat,  and  killed  many  of  our  men,  but  in  their 
confufion  many  of  themfelves  alfo;  it  being 
fo  very  dark  that  v/e  were  not  well  able  to  difeern 
our  own  party ;  fo  that  only  five  of  us  kept  toge¬ 
ther  and  got  into  the  woods  ;  the  reft  whom  we  left 
behind  I  doubt  fell  f  crifices  to  the  favages. 

The  night  being  fo  exceffive  cold,  and  having'but 
fewcloaths  with  us  out  of  the  church,  two  of  my 
comrades  froze  to  death,  before  we  could  reach  any 
inhabited  place.  In  fhort.  we  did  not  get  any  re¬ 
lief  till  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  houfe  that  lay  in  the  gap  of  the  Blue- 

Hills  i 
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Hills ;  where  our  captain  had  arrived  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  men  and  waggons  the  day  be¬ 
fore. 

The  captain  inquiring  our  fuccefs,  I  gave  him 
the  melancholy  detail  of  our  unfortunate  expedi¬ 
tion :  Upon  which  an  exprefs  was  immediately  fent 
to  the  governor  with  the  account,  who  ordered 
if'OO  men  to  march  the  next  morning  for  the  fame 
place,  under  the  command  of  general  Franklin , 
not  only  to  bury  the  dead  and  build  a  fort  there,  but 
to  extirpate  the  favages  who  infefted  thefe  parts, 
and  were  too  powerful  for  our  fmall  number  under 
captain  Davis. 

The  remainder  of  our  little  party  were  now 
build  ng  a  fort  at  the  place  where  we  lay  for  our 
defence,  until  more  affiftance  fhould  arrive  ;  for 
we  were  under  continual  apprehenhons  of  the  /«- 
dians  purfuingand  attacking  us  again. 

On  the  9th  of  January  1756,  we  were  reinforced 
by  general  Franklin  and  his  body  j  and  the  next  day 
fet  out  again  for  Kennorton-head ;  where,  when  we 
arrived,  to  our  great  confternation,  we  found  little 
oc  afion  to  bury  our  unhappy  comrades,  the  fwine 
(which  in  that  country  are  vaftly  numerous  in  the 
woods)  having  devoured  their  bodies,  and  nothing 
but  bones  ftrewed  up  and  down  were  to  be  feen. 
We  there  built  a  fort  in  the  place  where  the  old 
church  had  flood,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  fort 
Allen ;  this  was  fin  idl’d  in  fix  days,  and  in  fo  good 
a  manner,  that  100  men  would  make  great  refin¬ 
ance  againft  a  much  greater  number  of  Indians. 

On  the  18th,  1400  of  us  were  ordered  about 
fifteen  miles  diflant  from  thence,  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  province;  where  we  built  another  fort  call’d 
For  l-N  orris.  In  our  way  thither  we  found  fix  men 
fcalp’d  and  murdered  in  a  mod  cruel  manner.  By 
what  we  could  difcern,  they  had  made  a  vigorous 
defence,  the  barrels  and  flocks  of  their  guns  being 

broke 
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broke  to  pieces,  and  themfelves  cut  and  mangled  in 
a  terrible  manner. 

From  thence  we  were  ordered  to  march  towards 
a  place  called  the  Minnifinkes ,  but  this  journey 
proved  longer  than  we  were  aware  of.  The  In- 
d  ans  committing  great  outrages  in  thefe  p  uts,  hav¬ 
ing  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  ti  e  houfes,  &c  in  our 
way:  Thefe  tragic  aflions  caufed  us  to  divide  our- 
felves  into  feveral  parties,  who  were  c  rdered  divers 
ways,  to  cut  off  as  many  of  thefe  favages  as  pof- 
fible. 

The  day  after  this  fcheme  was  put  into  execution, 
we  met  with  a  fmal!  party,  which  we  put  to  the 
rout,  killing  fourteen  of  them.  We  then  made 
all  poflibie  difpatch  to  fave  fome  houfes  we  i'aw  on 
fire,  but  on  our  nearer  approach  found  our  endea¬ 
vours  in  vain:  J.chn  S u iflh >  and  his  family  having 
been  before  fealp’d,  and  1  u  nt  to  afhe-  in  his  own 
houfe.  On  the  following  night  the  houfe  of  James 
IVaWis  underwent  the  lame  fate;  himfclf,  wife, 
feven  children,  anch  the  rtft  of  his  family,  beincr 
fealp’d  and  burnt  therein.  The  houfes  and  fa  t  dies 
of  Phi  ip  Green  and  braham  Nairn,  buffered  in 
the  like  manner.  Nor  did  the  cruelty  of  thefe 
barbarians  flop  here,  but  attacked  the  dwelling- 
ho  fe  of  Geo  ge  H  r  er.  efq;  a  gentleman  of  con- 
fii’erable  worth,  and  a  juftr  e  of  the  peace,  who 
made  a  bra;  e  refifiance,  an  i  rather  than  fall  into 
the  hands  of  thefe  mifereants,  chofe  to  meet  death 
in  the  flame.  ;  whi  .h  he,  his  wife,  and  a  I  his  houf- 
ho.d  coniifling  of  fixteen  in  number,  did  with  the 
utmofl:  bravery,  before  any  affiflance  could  be  re¬ 
ceived  from  our  general,  who  had  difpatched  500 
of  us  for  that  purpofe,  on  an  exprefs  being  fent  to 
him  that  morning. 

from  thence  v. e  marched  to  the  Minifmkes ,  and 
built  Fort  Norris,  On  the  Qth  of  March  we  fetout 
Wifh  I  COO  men  to  the  head  of  the  Minifmkes ,  and 

built 
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built  another  fort,  which  we  named  Franklin ,  in  ho- 
nour  of  our  general.  All  which  forts  we  <ra  rilbn’J 
with  as  many  men  as  we  could  poffibly  fpare. 

After  this  we  were  daily  employed  in  fcourincr 
the  wo'  ds  from  fort  to  fort,  of  thefe  noxious  crea¬ 
tures  the  Indians ,  and  in  getting  as  much  of  the 
corn  together  as  we  coul.l  find,  to  prevent  the  la¬ 
vages  from  haying  any  benefit  therefrom. 

Notwiiliftanding  our  vigilance,  thefe  villains  on 
the  i  th  attacked  the  houfe  of  James  Graham,  but 
by  providence  he,  with  his  wtfe,  who  had  juit  laid 
in,  and  the  young  infant  in  her  arms,  (with  nothing 
about  her  but  her  lhift)  made  their  efcape  to  Fort 
Allen ,  about  fifteen  miles  diflant.  The  child  pe- 
r  fhed  by  the  way,  and  it  was  matter  of  wonder  to 
the  whole  garrifon  to  find  either  of  them  alive;  in¬ 
deed  they  were  in  a  dep!*able  cond  tion,  and  we 
imagined  they  w’ould  expire  every  moment.  The 
wife  however,  to  our  great  aftonifiiment,  recover’d, 
but  the  hufband  did  not  fui  vive  above  fix  hours  af¬ 
ter  their  arrival. 

The  houfe  of  Ifaac  Cook  fufFered  by  the  flames 
himfelf,  his  w  ife,  and  eight  children,  being  fealp’d 
and  burnt  in  it. 

Tedious  and  fhocking  would  it  be  to  enumerate 
half  the  murders,  conflagrations  and  outrages,  eom- 
mitted  by  thefe  hellilh  infidels.  Let  it  fuffice 
therefore  that  from  the  year  1 753,  when  they  fir.fi 
began  their  barbarities,  they  had  murder’d,  burnt, 
fealp’d,  and  deflroy’d,  above  3500  fouls ;  above 
1COO  whereof  weie  unhappy  inhabitants  of  the 
i  wefiern  part  of  blind  Ipbia.  Men,  women  and 
children,  fell  alike  a  prey  to  thefe  favages  :  No  re- 
gaid  being  had  by  them  to  the  tender  intreaties  of 
an  affectionate  parent  for  a  beloved  child  or  the 
infant’s  prayers  in  behalf  f  his  aged  father  and 
mother.  Such  arc  the  miferablecalam  ties  attendant 
on  fchemes  for  gratifying  the  ambition  of  a  tyrannic 
7  mo 
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monarch  like  France ,  or  the  weak  contrivances  and 
indolent  meafures  of  blundering  minifters  and  ne¬ 
gotiators - . 

The  time  of  my  furlow  at  length  expiring,  I  pre¬ 
pared  to  fet  out  for  my  regiment.  Having  a  re¬ 
commendatory  letter  from  general  Franklin  to  major 
Kinnair ,  as  to  my  fervices,  I  marched  forward  for 
Neiv-York:  Where  being  arrived  I  waited  on  the 
major,  he  being  a  worthy  gentleman,  univerfally 
beloved  by  the  whole  regiment  j  and  after  giving 
him  an  account  of  all  our  tranfa&ions,  and  the 
hardfhips  and  labours  we  had  gone  through,  I  was 
difmiffed. 

After  fome  flay  there,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed 
on  my  march  for  Ojwego  once  more.  But  before 
I  go  further  with  my  own  affairs,  I  (hall  juft  recount 
the  refult  of  thofe  provincials  who  went,  as  1  men¬ 
tioned  before,  to  quell  the  favages,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  colonel  Arnjlrong. 

He  having  under  his  command  280  provincials 
deftined  againft  the  Ohio  Marians ,  againft  whom 
nothing  had  been  attempted,  notwithftanding  their 
frequent  incurfions  and  murders,  penetrated  140 
miles  through  the  woods  from  Fori  Shirley  on  Ju¬ 
niata  river,  to  Kittunning,  an  Indian  town  on  the 
Ohio ,  about  twenty  five  miles  above  fort  JYu^gicfne, 
belonging  to  the  French.  He  foon  joined  the  advan¬ 
ced  party  at  the  Beaver- dams-,  and,  on  the  fouith 
evening,  after  being  within  fix  miles  of  Kittanning, 
the  fcouts  difeovered  a  fire  in  the  road,  and  reported 
that  there  were  but  three  or  four  Indians  at  it.  At 
that  time  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  attempt  fur- 
priftng  thefe  Indians,  left,  if  one  fhould  efcape,  the 
town  might  be  alarm’d  :  Lieutenant  Hrgg  there¬ 
fore,  with  twelve  men,  was  left  to  watch  them, 
with  orders  not  to  fall  upon  them  until  day-break; 
and  our  forces  turned  out  of  the  path,  to  pafs  their 
fire,  without  difturbing  them. 

About 
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About  three  in  the  morning  having  been  guided 
by  the  whooping  of  the  Indian  warriors,  at  a  dance 
in  the  town,  they  reached  the  river  at  about  ioo 
perches  helow  it.  As  foon  as  day  appeared  the  at¬ 
tack  began ;  captain  Jacobs  chief  of  the  Indians , 
gave  the  wav-whoop ,  and  defended  his  houfe  bravely 
through  the  loop-holes  in  the  logs.  The  Indians 
gen.  rally  refufing  quarter,  colonel  Arm/irong  or¬ 
dered  their  houfes  to  be  feton  fire,  which  was  done 
by  the  officers  and  foldiers  with  great  alacrity.  On 
this  fonie  burft  out  of  the  houfes  and  attempted  to 
reach  the  river,  but  were  inftantly  {hot  down. 
Captain  Jacobs  in  getting  out  of  a  window  was 
(hot  and  fcalp’d,  as  were  alfo  his  Squaw ,  and  a  lad 
they  call  d  the  king  s  fon.  The  Indians  had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fpare  arms  in  their  houfes  loaded,  which 
went  off  in  quick  fucceffion  as  the  fire  came  to 
them;  and  quantities  of  gunpowder,  which  had 
been  ftored  in  every  houfe,  blew  up  fiom  time  to 
time,  throwing  their  bodies  into  the  air. 

Eleven  Englijh  prifoners  were  releafed,  who  in¬ 
formed  the  colonel,  that  that  very  day  two  batteaux 
of  Frenchmen ,  with  a  large  party  of  Delaware  and 
French  Indians ,  were  to  have  joined  captan  Jacobs , 
to  march  and  take  Fort  Shirleys  and  that  twenty- 
four  warriors  had  fet  out  before  them  the  preceeding 
evening  ;  which  proved  to  be  the  party  that  had 
kindled  the  fire  the  preceeding  night;  for  our  peo¬ 
ple  returning,  found  lieutenant  Hogg  wounded  in 
three  places ;  and  learned,  that  he  had  attacked  the 
fuppofed  party  of  three  or  four  at  the  fire,  but 
found  them  too  ftrong  for  him.  He  kill’d  three 
of  them  however,  at  the  firft  fire,  and  fought  them 
an  hour;  when,  having  loft  three  of  his  men,  the 
reft,  as  he  lay  wounded,  abandoned  him  and  fled, 
the  enemy  purfuing.  Lieutenant  Hogg  died  foon  after 
of  his  wounds. 

Enough 
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Enough  of  thefe  two  expeditions  has  been  faid  ; 
nor  can  I  well  tell  which  of  the  two  was  moll  fuc- 
cefsful,  both  lofing  more  of  their  own  men,  than 
they  killed  of  the  enemy. 

A  little  retrospection  again  on  the  actions  and 
behaviour  of  the  Philadelphian r,  and  the  other  pro¬ 
vinces  and  places  in  conjunction  with  them,  may 
here  be  fomething  neceftary  :  For,  when  I  arrivid 
at  Philadelphia,  1  found  that  however  melancholy 
their  fituation  had  been  of  late,  this  good  effect  had 
been  obtained,  that  the  moft  prejudiced  and  igno¬ 
rant  individual  was  feelingly  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  vigorous  meafures ;  and,  befides  national 
and  public  view's,  then  the  more  prevailing  ones  of 
revenge  and  felf-intereft  gave  a  fpur  to  their  coun- 
fels.  They  wrere  accordingly  railing  men  with  the 
utmoft  expedition  ;  and  had,  before  the  end  of  the 
Cummer,  a  confiderable  number,  though  not  equal 
to  what  they  could  furnifb,  having  at  leaft  45>oco 
men  in  P  erfylvania  able  to  hght. 

And,  purfuant  to  agreement  feme  months  before, 
the  four  governments  of  New- Eng  'and,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Nrtv-Tcrk  (which  laft  furnifhed  1300^ 
had  now  afTembled  8oco  men  (for  the  attack  of 
fort  Frederic)  at  Albany ,  150  miles  N.  of  New- 
York ,  and  about  130  from  Crown-Point,  under  the 
command  of  general  W inflow.  But  many  people 
dreading  the  cruelty  of  the  French,  were  not  fo  very 
eager  to  join  them  this  year,  as  the  lad;  an  im- 
prefs  therefore  of  part  of  the  m  litia,  was  ordered 
in  New-York  government.  To  prevent  which  fub- 
fet  iptiens  were  fet  on  foot,  to  engage  volunteers  by 
high  bounties;  fo  loth  were  they  that  fome  got 
nine  or  twelve  pounds  fterling  to  inlift. 

The  44th,  48th,  soth,  and  51ft  regiments  of 
Great  i  ritaia  were  deftin’d  for  the  campaign  on  the 
great  lake  Ontario ,  and  rnoftly  marched  for  OjWcgo , 
thence  to  be  carried  o\er  in  200  great  whale  boats, 

which 


PETER  WILLIAMSON.  73 

which  were  then  at  the  lake,  and  were  built  at 
Schenefiady  on  Mohawk'1  s  river,  and  were  long, 
round  and  light,  as  the  batteaux,  being  flat-bot- 
tom’d  and  fmall,  would  not  anfwer  the  navig-atiori 
of  the  lake,  where  the  waves  were  often  very  high. 
They  were  then,  at  laft  intended  to  attack  fort 
Froatenac ,  mentioned  before,  and  the  other  French 
forts  on  the  lake.  Upwards  of  2000  batteau-men 
were  employed  to  navigate  the  batteaux,  each  a  ton 
burthen,  laden  with  provifions  and  ftores  from  Al¬ 
bany  up  the  Adohawk's  river,  then  through  Oneyda 
lake  and  river,  down  to  Ojwego.  There  were  like- 
wife  300  failors  hir’d  and  gone  up  from  New -York 
(as  I  found,  when  I  arriv’d  there)  to  navigate  the 
four  armed  {hips  on  the  lake,  built  there,  as  I  have 
before-mentioned,  the  laft  year,  for  the  king’s  fer- 
vice,  and  two  others  were  then  building  ;  fmiths, 
carpenters,  and  other  artificers,  having  gone  there 
for  that  purpofe  fume  weeks  before.  Such  were 
the  preparations  and  armaments  for  this  campaign  ; 
but  how  fruitlefs,  to  our  gre.t  difgrace,  were  foon 
known  all  over  the  world  ! 

I  ,fhall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  a  long  account 
of  a  long  march  I  had  to  take  from  New-York  to 
Ojwego ,  to  join  my  regiment :  fuffice  it  therefore, 
that  I  arrived  there  about  the  middle  of  July  ;  but 
in  my  march  thither  with  fome  recruits,  we  join’d 
colonel  Broadjlreet  at  Albany ,  and  on  the  6th  of 
May,  at  th cGreat  Carrying-  Place,  had  a  Ikirmifh  with 
the  French  and  Indians ,  wherein  feveral  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  both  ftdes ;  of  the  latter  1  made 
one.  Receiving  a  fhot  through  my  left  hand, 
which  intirely  difabled  my  third  and  fourth  lin¬ 
gers  ;  and  having  no  hofpitai,  or  any  conveniencies. 
for  the  Tick  there,  I  was  after  having  my  hand 
drefled,  in  a  wretched  manner,  fent  with  the  next 
batteau  to  Albany  to  get  it  cur’d. 
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As  boon  as  I  was  well,  I  fet  forwards  for  Ofwego 
again.  And,  when  arrived  there,  I  began  to  make 
what  obfervations  I  could,  as  to  the  alterations  that 
had  been  made  fince  my  departure  in  the  month  of 
Qffober  preceeding.  The  works  of  Ofwego ,  at 
this  time,  confifted  of  three  forts,  viz.  The  Old 
Fort,  built  many  years  before,  whole  chief  ftrength 
was  a  weak  {tone  wall,  about  two  feet  thick,  fo  ill 
cemented,  that  it  could  not  refill  the  force  of  a 
four  pound  ball,  and  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
harbour ;  the  two  other  forts,  called  Fort  Ontario, 
and  Fort  George ,  were  each  of  them  at  thedillance 
of  about  450  yards  from  the  Old  Fort,  and  fituated 
on  two  eminences,  which  commanded  it ;  both 
thefe,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  were  begun  to  be 
built  lall  year  upon  plans,  which  made  them  defen- 
fible  againll  mufquetry,  and  cannon  of  three  or 
four  pound  ball  only;  the  time  not  allowing  works 
of  a  llronger  nature  to  be  then  undertaken. 

For  our  defence  againll  large  cannon,  we  en¬ 
tirely  depended  on  a  fuperior  naval  force  upon  the 
lake,  which  might  have  put  it  in  our  power  to  pre¬ 
vent  th e  French  from  bringing  heavy  artillery  againll 
the  place,  as  that  could  only  be  done  by  water-car¬ 
riage,  which  is  my  opinion,  as  well  as  many  others. 
If  the  naval  force  had  but  done  their  duty,  Ofwego 
might  have  been  ours  to  this  very  day,  and  intirely 
cut  off  the  communieath  n  of  the  French  from  Ca~ 
nada  to  the  Ohio  :  But  if  I  would  infill  on  this,  as 
the  particulars  require,  I  perhaps  fhould  affront 
fome,  and  injure  myfelf,  all  to  no  purpofe,  or  of 
any  beneficial  fervice  to  recal  our  former  Ioffes  ;  for 
that  reafon,  I  fhall  defer  enlarging  on  the  fubjedl, 
although,  at  the  fame  time,  I  can  give  very  good 
circumllances  to  maintain  my  argument,  if  re¬ 
quired. 

A  day  or  two  after  being  at  Ofwego ,  the  fort 
was  alarmed  by  hearing  a  firing  ;  when  on  difpatch- 

ing 
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ing  proper  fcouts,  it  was  found  to  be  the  French  anc! 
Indians  engaging  the  batteau  men  and  failors,  con¬ 
voying  the  provifions  to  Ofwego ,  from  one  river  to 
another.  On  this  a  detachment  of  500  men  were 
ordered  out  in  purfuit  of  them,  whereof  I  was  one. 
We  had  a  narrow  pafs  in  the  woods  to  go  through, 
where  we  were  attacked  by  a  great  number  of  In- 
d'ans ,  when  a  defperate  fight  began  on  both  fides, 
that  lafted  about  two  hours.  However,  at  laft  we 
gained  a  complete  victory,  and  put  them  intirely  to 
the  rout,  killing  fourteen  of  them,  and  wounding 
above  forty.  On  our  fide  we  had  but  two  men 
killed  and  fix  wounded.  Many  more  would  have 
been  killed  of  both  parties,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
thicknefs  of  the  woods. 

I  cannot  here  omit  recounting  a  moft  fingular 
tranfaction  that  happened  during  this  my  fecond 
time  of  being  there,  which,  though  fcarce  credible, 
is  abfolutely  true,  and  can  be  teftified  by  hundreds, 
who  knew,  and  have  often  feen  the  man  3  in  fhort, 
one  Moglafky  of  the  50th  regiment,  an  Irijlman , 
being  placed  as  centinel  over  the  rum  which  had 
arrived,  and  being  curious  to  know  its  goodnefs, 
pierced  the  calk,  and  drank  till  he  was  quite  intoxi¬ 
cated  3  when,  not  knowing  what  he  did,  he  ram¬ 
bled  from  his  port,  and  fell  afieep  a  good  way  from 
the  garrifon.  An  Indian  fkulking  that  way  for  prey, 
(as  is  conjectured) found  him,  and  made  free  with  his 
fcalp,  which  he  plucked  and  carried  off.  The  fer- 
jeant  in  the  morning,  finding  him  proftrate  on  his 
face,  and  feeing  his  fcalp  off,  imagined  him  to  be 
dead  3  but  on  his  nearer  approach,  and  raifing  him 
from  the  ground,  the  fcllpvv  awaked  from  the  found 
deep  he  had  been  in,  and  aXked  the  ferjeant  what 
he  wanted.  The  ferjeant,  quite  furprized  at  the 
ftrange  behaviour  of  the  fellow,  interrogated  him, 
how  he  came  there  in  that  condition  ?  He  replied. 
He  c  add  net  tell  3  but  that  he  got  very  dr  uni-,  and 
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rambled,  he  knew  no f  whither.  The  ferjeant  advifed 
him  to  prepare  for  death,  not  having  many  hours 
to  live,  as  he  had  loft  his  fealp.  At  rah ,  my  'ear, 
now  (cries  he)  and  are  you  joking  me  ?  for  he  ready 
knew  nothing  of  his  being  ferved  in  the  manner  he 
was,  and  would  not  believe  any  accident  had  hap¬ 
pened  him  until  feeing  his  clothes  bloody,  he  felt 
his  head,  and  found  it  to  be  too  true,  as  well  as 
having  a  cut  from  his  mouth  to  his  ear.  He  was 
immediately  carried  before  the  governor,  who  a  Ik¬ 
ing  him,  how  he  came  to  leave  his  poft  ?  He  replied. 
That  being  very  thir/iy ,  he  had  broached  a  cask  of  rum, 
and  drank  about  a  pint ,  which  made  him  drunk  ;  but 
if  his  honour  would  forgive  him ,  he'd  never  be  guiiy 
of  the  like  again.  The  governor  told  him,  it  was 
very  probable  he  never  would,  as  he  was  now  no 
tetter  than  a  dead  man.  However,  the  furgeons 
dreffed  his  head  there,  as  well  as  they  could,  and 
then  fent  him  in  a  batteau  to  Albany ,  where  he  was 
perfectly  cured  ;  and  to  the  great  furprize  of  every 
bodv,  was  living  when  I  left  the  country.  This, 
though  fo  extraordinary  and  unparalelled  an  affair, 
I  aver  to  be  true  ;  having  feveral  times  feen  the 
man  after  this  accident  happened  to  him.  How 
his  life  was  preferved  feerns  a  miracle,  as  no  in- 
ftance  of  the  like  was  ever  known. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention,  That  before  I  left  Al¬ 
bany  the  laft  time,  upon  colonel  Broadfirect' s  arri¬ 
val  there,  in  his  way  to  Ofwego ,  with  the  provifi- 
ons  and  forces,  confifting  of  about  500  whale  boats 
and  bat'eaux,  intended  for  the  campaign  on  the 
oreat  lake  Ontario ,  mentioned  before  ;  I  joined  his 
corps,  and  proceeded  on  with  the  batteaux,  Ofc. 

Going  up  the  river  Onmdaga  towards  Ofwego , 
the  batteau-men  were  on  the  29th  of  June ,  at¬ 
tacked  near  the  Falls,  about  nine  miles  from  OJ- 
vuego,  by  500  French  and  Ind  ans,  who  killed  and 
wounded  74  of  our  men,  before  we  could  get  on 

fhore. 
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fhore,  which,  as  Toon  as  we  did,  the  French  were 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  13°  men  ki.led,  and  Lve- 
ral  wounded,  whom  we  took  prifoners. 

Had  we  known  of  their  lying  in  ambufti,  or  o* 
their  intent  to  attack  us,  the  victory  would  have 
been  much  more  compleat  on  our  fide,  as  the  troops 
colonel  Broadjlreet  commanded,  were  regular,  well 
difciplined,  and  in  tolerable  health,  whereas  the 
French,  by  a  long  paflage  at  Tea  and  living  hard  af¬ 
ter  their  arrival  at  Canada  were  much  harrafled  and 

fatigued.  „ 

However,  we  got  all  fafe  to  Ojwego  with  t.ie 
b3tteaux  and  proviflons,  together  with  rigging  and 
{lores  for  the  large  vefllT,  excepting  twenty-four 
cannon,  fix  pounders,  that  were  then  at  the  Great 
Carrying- P'a. e  ;  which  colonel  Broadjircct  was  to 
bring  with  him,  upon  his  next  paflage,  lrom  Scre- 
rieftady ;  to  which  place,  as  foon  as  he  had  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  quarter- mafter  all  the  (lores  under  his 
care,  he  was  ordered  to  return  with  the  batteaux  and 
men,  to  receive  the  orders  of  major-general  Aber¬ 
crombie.  In  his  return  from  S.beneftady,  ’twas  ex¬ 
posed  that  HalkeC s  and  Dunbar's  regiments  would 
have  come  with  him,  in  order  to  take  fort  F/onte- 
nac ,  and  the  other  French  forts  on  the  lake  Ontario. 
But,  alas !  as  fchemes  for  building  cattles  in  the  air, 
always  prove  abortive,  for  want  of  proper  archi- 
teflure  and  foundation,  fo  did  this  fcheme  of  ours, 
for  want  of  a  due  knowledge  of  our  own  fitua- 

tion  !  ,  . 

On  the  arrival  of  thefe  forces,  a  new  brigantine 
and  (loop  were  fitted  out  *,  and  aoout  the  fame  time 
a  large  fnow  was  alfo  launched  and  rigged,  and  only 
waited  for  her  guns  and  fome  runn  ng  rigging, 
which  they  expelled  every  day  by  colonel  Broad- 
Jireel ;  and  had  he  returned  in  time  with  the  can¬ 
non  and  batteau-men  under  his  command,  the  French 
would  not  have  dared  to  have  appeared  on  the  lake; 

D  3  but 


7 8  The  LIFE  of 

^ut  colonel  Broadjireet  happened  to  be  detained  with 
the  batteaux  at  ScheneSlady  for  above  a  month,  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  44th  regiment  to  march  with  him  :  The 
diiatorinefs  of  this  embarkat  on  at  Scheneblady  can- 
itot  be  imputed  to  colonel  Broadjireet ,  becaufe  ge¬ 
neral  Shirley  waited  with  impatience  for  the  arrival 
of  lord  Loudon  Campbell  from  England ;  and  w’hen 
his  lordShip  landed  at  New-Tork,  he,  in  a  few  days 
after,  proceeded  to  Albany ,  where  his  lordfhip  took 
the  command  of  the  army  from  general  Shirley ,  and 
upon  comparing,  and  considering  how  bad  a  Situation 
his  forces,  and  the  different  governments  up¬ 
on  the  continent  were  in,  his  lordShip,  with  advice 
of  feveral  other  experienced  officers,  thought  him- 
felf  not  in  a  condition  to  proceed  on  any  enter¬ 
prise  for  that  feafon,  no  further  than  to  maintain 
our  ground  at  Ofwego ;  for  which  purpofe,  colonel 
Brcadftreet  was  immediately  ordered  off  with  the 
batteaux  and  provifions,  as  alfo  the  aforefaid  regi¬ 
ments  4  bur  before  Broadjireet  arrived  at  the  Great 
Cat  tying- Place,  Ofwego  was  t  ken  with  all  the  Ships 
of  war,  a’thougb  our  naval  force  was  far  fuperior 
to  the  French. 

Before  I  relate  the  attack  of  Ofwego ,  I  Shall  re¬ 
view  a  little  what  the  French  were  doing  during 
fhefe  our  diiatory9  pompous  proceedings. 

'I  he  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  governor  and  lieute¬ 
nant-general  of  New- France,  whilft  he  provided 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontiers  of  Canada ,  was 
principally  attentive  to  the  lakes.  Being  informed 
that  we  were  making  vaft  preparations  at  Ofwego 
for  attacking  Niagara  and  Frontenac ,  he  took  and 
razed  in  the  month  of  March ,  the  fort  where  we 
had  formed  our  principal  magazine,  and  in  June 
following  deftroyed,  on  the  river  of  Cbcmgan  or 
OjUtego,  fome  of  our  v^ffels,  and  made  fome  pri¬ 
soners.  The  fuccefs  of  thefe  two  exped.tions  en¬ 
couraged  him  to  adt  offenfively,  and  to  attack  us  at 

Ofwego , 
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Ofwego.  This  fettlement  they  pretended,  and  Till 
infill  on,  to  be  an  incroachment,  or  invafion,  which 
we  had  made  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and  againil 
which,  they  faid,  they  had  continually  remonftrated, 
during  our  blundering,  negotiating  Lawyer's  refi- 
dence  at  France.  It  was  at  firff,  fay  they,  only  a 
fortified  magazine  ;  but  in  order  to  avail  themfelves 
of  its  advantageous  fituation  in  the  centre  almofi  ot 
the  French  colonies,  the  Englijh  added,  from  time 
to  time,  feveral  new  works,  and  made  it  confift  of 
three  forts,  as  above  defcribed. 

The  troops  defigned  for  this  expedition  by  the 
French  amounted  to  near  5000  men,  1 300  of  which 
were  regulars.  To  prevent  his  defign  bengdifco- 
vcred,  M.  de  VaudreuU pretended,  in  order  the  better 
to  deceive  us,  who  had  fo  long  before  been  blind, 
that  he  was  providing  only  for  the  fecurity  of  Nia¬ 
gara  and  Frontenac.  The  marquis  de  Montcalm,  who 
commanded  on  this  occafion,  arrived  the  29th  of 
fitly  at  fort  Frontenac ;  and  having  given  the  necef- 
fary  directions  for  fecuring  his  retreat,  in  cafe  it 
jGhould  have  been  rendered  inevitable,  by  a  fuperior 
force ;  fent  out  two  velfels,  one  of  twelve,  and  the 
other  of  fixteen  guns,  to  cruife  off  Ofwego ,  and 
polled  a  chain  of  Canadians  and  Indians  on  the  road 
between  Ofwego  and  / llbany ,  to  intercept  our  cou¬ 
riers.  All  the  forces,  and  the  velfels,  with  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  llores,  being  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Fixoure , 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  the  Marquis  de 
M.ntcalm  ordered  his  advance  guard  to  proceed  to 
a  creek,  called  Anfe  aux  Cabannes,  three  leagues  from 
Ofwego.  But, - 

To  carry  on  this  account  the  more  accurate  and 
intelligible  to  the  reader,  I  (hall  recite  the  aCtions 
of  the  French  and  ourfclves  together,  as  a  more  clear 
and  fuccindt  manner  of  making  thofe  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  art  of  war,  more  fenfible  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  affair. 
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Colonel  Mercer ,  who  was  then  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  garrifon  at  OJiuegi ,  having  on  the  fixth 
of  Fugujl,  intelligence  of  a  large  encampment  of 
French  and  Indians ,  about  twelve  miles  off,  dif- 
patched  one  of  the  fchooners,  with  an  account  of 
it  to  captain  Bradley ,  who  was  then  on  a  cruize 
with  the  large  brigantine  and  two  floops ;  at  the 
fame  time,  defired  him  to  cruize  as  far  to  the  eaft- 
ward  as  he  could,  and  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
approach  of  the  French  on  the  lake  ;  but  meeting 
the  next  day  with  a  final]  gale  of  wind,  the  large 
brigantine  was  drove  on  fhore  near  Ofwego ,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  get  into  the  harbour;  of  which  m;f- 
fortune,  the  Indians  immediately  gave  M.  de  Mont¬ 
calm,  the  French  general  notice,  who  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  of  tranfporting  his  heavy  cannon  to  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort,  which  he  could  not 
othervvife  have  done,  had  not  there  been  fome  neg- 
le£t  on  our  fide. 

I  or  on  the  icth,  the  firft  divifion  of  the  French 
being  arrived  at  Anfe  aux  Gabannes ,  at  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning ;  the  van-guard  proceeded  at  four 
in  the  afternoon  by  land,  acrofs  woods,  to  another 
creek  within  half  a  league  of  Ofwego ,  in  order  to 
favour  the  debarkation.  ‘  At  midnight  their  firfl 
divifion  repaired  to  this  creek,  and  there  erected  a 
battery  on  the  lake  Ontario. 

Colonel  Mercer ,  in  the  morning  of  the  roth,  on 
fome  canoes  being  feen  to  the  eafhvard,  fent  out 
the  finall  fchooner  to  make  difeovery  of  what  they 
were  ;  fhe  was  fcarce  half  a  mile  from  the  fort,  be¬ 
fore  file  difeovered  a  very  large  encampment,  clofe 
under  the  oppofite  point,  being  the  firft  divifion  of 
the  French  troops  abovementioned.  On  this,  the 
two  floops  (the  large  brigantine  being  fiill  on  fliore) 
were  fent  out  with  orders,  if  pofiible,  to  annoy  the 
enemy  ;  but  this  was  to  no  purpofe  ;  the  enemy’s 
cannon  being  large  and  well  pointed,  hulled  the 

vefl'els 
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vefTels  almoft  every  foot,  while  theirs  fell  foort  of 
the  foore. 

This  day  and  the  next,  the  enemy  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  making  gabions,  faucifTons,  and  fafcines,  and 
in  cutting  a  road  crofs  the  woods,  from  the  place 
of  landing,  to  the  place  where  the  trenches  were  to 
be  opened  :  And,  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  enemy 
arriving  on  the  i  itb,  in  the  morning,  with  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  provifions,  the  fame  immediately  landed 
without  any  oppofition.  Tho’  difpofitions  were 
made  for  opening  the  trenches  on  the  10th  at  night, 
it  was  midnight  before  they  could  begin  the  trench, 
which  was  rather  a  parallel  of  about  too  Toifes  *  in 
front,  and  opened  at  the  diftance  of  go  Toifes  from 
the  fofs  of  fort  Ontario ,  in  ground  embarrafled  with 
trunks  of  trees. 

About  five  in  the  morning  of  the  nth,  this  pa¬ 
rallel  was  finifoed,  and  the  workmen  began  to  eredt 
the  batteries.  Thus  was  die  place  inverted  by  about 
5000  men,  and  thirty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  pounders,  befides  feveral  large 
brafs  mortars  and  hoyets,  (among  which  artillery 
was  part  of  general  Braddock’s.)  About  noon  they 
began  the  attack  of  fort  Ontario ,  with  fmall  arms, 
which  was  brifkly  returned.  All  this  day  the  gar- 
rifon  was  employed  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  river, 
in  repairing  the  batteries  on  the  South  fide  of  the 
Old  Fort. 

The  next  morning,  (the  12th)  at  day-break,  , a 
large  number  of  French  batteaux  were  di  (covered  on 
the  lake,  in  their  way  to  join  the  enemy's  camp  ; 
on  which,  colonel  Me>-cer  ordered  the  two  floops  to 
be  again  fent  out,  with  dirtdlions  to  get  between 
the  batteaux  and  the  camp  ;  but  before  our  velfels 
came  up,  the  batteaux  had  fecured  themfelves  un¬ 
der  the  file  of  their  cannon. 

•  A  Toife  is  a  French  meafure,  and  contains  about  two  fathom  or 
tu  feet.  in  lenath, 
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In  the  evening,  a  detachment  was  made  of  io» 
men  of  the  50th  (general  Pepper  ell's)  regiment,  and 
126  of  the  New-Jerfey  provincials,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  colonel  Schuyler ,  to  take  polfeflion  of  the 
fort  on  the  hill,  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Old-Forty 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer,  Mr. 
M*  Keller,  were  to  put  It  into  the  beft  ftate  of  de¬ 
fence  they  could  ;  in  which  work,  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  all  the  following  night. 

The  enemy  on  the  Eaft-fide  continued  their  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  fort  Ontario,  but  with  their  utmoft 
efforts  for  a  long  time  they  could  not  bring  their 
cannon  to  bear  on  it.  However,  drawing  their 
cannon  with  great  expedition,  next  morning  (the 
13th)  about  ten  o’clock,  to  a  battery  erected  within 
forty  yards  from  it ;  they  played  them  very  hotly  on 
the  garrifon,  notwithftanding  the  conftant  fire  kept 
on  them,  and  the  lofs  of  their  principal  engineer, 
who  was  killed  in  the  trenches.  A  council  of  war 
was  immediately  held  by  the  officers  of  general 
Pepperell' s  regiment,  who  obferving  the  mortars 
were  beginning  to  play,  concluded  it  moft  advifable 
to  quit  fort  Ontario ,  and  join  colonel  Schuyler's  re¬ 
giment  at  fort  George  or  iort Rafcal-,  and  an  account 
of  this  latter  battery  being  fent  to  colonel  Mercer , 
by  the  commandant  of  the  enemy,  ordering  him  to 
evacuate  the  fort,  they  accordingly  did,  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  deftroying  the  cannon,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  provifions  therein,  and  managed  their  re¬ 
treat  fo  as  to  pafs  the  river,  and  join  the  troops  at 
the  Weft- fide  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  Thefe 
troops  being  about  370,  were  immediately  ordered 
to  join  colonel  Schuyler ,  which  they  accordingly  did, 
and  were  employed  all  the  following  night  in  cora- 
pleating  the  works  of  that  fort. 

M.  Montcalm  immediately  tookjrofieffion  of  fort 
Ontario ,  and  ordered  the  communication  of  the 
parallel  to  be  continued  to  the  banks  of  the  river, 

where. 
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where,  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  they  began 
a  grand  battery,  placed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it 
could  not  only  batter  fort  Ofvoego ,  and  the  way 
from  thence  to  fort  George ,  but  alfo  the  intrench- 
ment  of  Ofutege. 

In  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  large  brigantine 
being  off  the  rocks,  and  repaired,  a  detachment 
of  eighty  men  of  the  garrifon  w.s  put  on  board  of 
her  and  the  two  (loops,  in  order  to  go  out  imme¬ 
diately  ;  but  the  wind  continuing  to  blow  dircdVy 
into  the  harbour,  rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to 
get  out  before  the  place  was  furrendered.  This 
night,  as  well  as  the  night  before,  parties  of  the 
enemy’s  irregulars  madefeveral  attempts  to  furprize 
our  advance  guards  and  centinels,  on  the  Weft- fide 
of  the  river,  but  did  not  fucceed  in  any  of  them. 

The  enemy  were  employed  this  night  in  bring¬ 
ing  up  their  cannon,  and  raffing  a  battery.  On 
our  fide,  we  kept  a  conftant  fire  of  cannon  and 
{hells  from  the  (J.'d  Fort ,  and  works  about  it.  The 
cannon  which  mort  annoyed  the  enemy,  were  four 
pieces,  which  we  revers’d  on  the  plat  form  of  an 
earthen  work,  which  furrounded  the  C/d  Fort ,  and 
which  was  intirely  enfiladed  by  the  enemy’s  battety 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  :  In  this  fituation,  without 
the  lead  cover,  the  train,  affifted  by  a  detachment 
of  Shirhy’s  regiment,  behaved  remarkably  well. 

At  day-break  on  the  14th,  we  renewed  our  fire 
on  that  part  of  the  oppofite  fhore,  where  we  had 
the  evening  before,  oblerved  the  enemy  at  work,  in 
railing  the  battery. 

The  enemy  in  three  columns,  confiding  of  2500 
Canadians  and  favages,  eroded  the  river,  fome  by 
fwimming,  and  others  by  wading,  with  the  water 
up  to  their  middles,  in  order  to  invert  and  attack 
the  old  fort.  This  bold  aftion,  by  which  they  in¬ 
tirely  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  two  forts  •, 
the  celerity  with  which,  the  works  were  carried  on, 
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in  ground  that  we  thought  impra&icable ;  a  conti¬ 
nual  return  of  our  fire  from  a  battery  of  ten  can¬ 
non,  twelve  pounders  ;  and  their  preparing  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  mortars  and  hoyets,  made  colonel  Alercer 
think  it  advifeable  (he  not  knowing  their  numbers) 
to  order  colonel  Schuyler  with  500  men,  to  oppofe 
them  ;  which  would  accordingly  have  been  carried 
into  execution,  and  confequently,  every  man  of 
t  e  500  cut  oft,  had  not  colonel  Mlerctr  been 
kdl’d  by  a  cannon-ball,  a  few  minutes  after.  The 
refolution  of  this  valiant  colonel,  feem’d  to  be  de¬ 
termined  to  oppofe  the  French  to  the  laft  extremity, 
and  to  maintain  his  ground  at  Ofwego ,  but  his  final 
doom  came  on  fo  unexpectedly,  that  his  lofs  was 
univerfally  regretted. 

About  ten  o’clock,  the  enemy’s  battery  was  ready 
to  play ;  at  which  time,  all  our  places  of  defence, 
were  either  enfiladed,  or  ruined  by  the  conftant  fire 
of  their  cannon  ;  fort  Raj'cal  or  George ,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  having  at  that  time  no  guns,  and  fcarce  in  a 
condition  to  defend  itfelf  againft  fmall  arms;  with 
2500  irregulars  on  our  backs,  ready  to  ftorm  us  on 
that  fide,  and  2000  of  their  regulars  as  ready  to 
land  in  our  front,  under  the  fire  of  their  cannon. 
Whereas, 

Fort  Rafcal  might  have  been  made  a  very  defen- 
fible  fortrefs,  lying  on  a  hill,  and  the  afcent  to  it  fo 
fteep,  that  had  an  enemy  been  ever  fo  numerous, 
they  muil  have  buffered  greatly  in  an  attempt  to  ftorm 
it.  Why  it  was  not  in  a  better  ftate,  it  becomes 
not  me  to  fay,  but  matters  were  fo. 

And  in  this  fituation  we  w'ere,  when  colonel 
Littlebales,  who  fucceeded  colonel  Mercer  in  the 
command,  called  a  council  of  war,  who  were, 
with  the  engineers,  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
the  works  were  no  longer  tenable ;  and  that  it  was 
by  no  means  prudent  to  rifque  a  ftorm  with  fuch 
unequal  numbers. 
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But,  to  defcribe  the  plunder,  havock,  and  de¬ 
valuation,  made  by  the  French ,  as  well  as  the  ra¬ 
vages,  who  rulhed  in  by  thoufands,  is  impoffible. 
For  notwithftanding  the  ChriJUan  promife  made  by 
the  general  of  his  Moji  ChriJUan  majefty,  they  all 
behav’d  more  like  infernal  beings  than  creatures  in 
human  fhapes.  In  Ihort,  not  contented  with  fur¬ 
rendering  upon  the  above  terms,  they  fcalped  and 
killed  all  the  Tick  and  wounded  in  the  hofpitals  ; 
mangling,  butchering,  cutting,  and  chopping  oft* 
their  heads,  arms,  legs,  &c.  with  fpades,  hatchets,, 
and  other  fuch  diabolical  inftruments  ;  treating  the 
whole  with  the  utmoft  cruelty,  notwithftanding  the 
repeated  interceffions  of  the  defencelets  Tick  and 
wounded  for  mercy  ;  which  were  indeed  piteous 
enough  to  have  fofrened  any  heart  poffefled  of  the 
minuteft  particle  of  humanity  ! 

•diere  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  notwithftand¬ 
ing  what  has  been  faid  of  the  behaviour  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  thefe  (the  50th  and  51ft)  regiments,  I 
mad,  with  the  greateit  truth,  give  them  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  brave,  but  I  wifti  I  could  fay,  experien¬ 
ced  men  ;  every  one  of  them  that  I  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obferving  during  the  liege,  behaving  with.' 
the  utmoft  courage  and  intreprdity.  Norm  this 
place  can  I  omit  particularly  naming  James  Camp¬ 
bell  and  enfigns  Evern  and  Hides,  who  affifted 
with  the  greateft  fpirit  and  alacrity  the  private  men 
at  the  great  guns.  But  for  fuch  an  handful  of  men 
as  our  garrifons  then  confifted  of,  and  the  works 
being  of  fuch  a  weak  and  defencelefs  nature,  to 
have  made  a  longer  defence,  or  have  caufed  the 
enemy  to  raife  the  fiege,  would  have  been  fuch  an 
inftance  as  England  for  many  years  hath  not  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  and  I  am  afraid  will  be  many  more, 
before  it  will,  for  reafons  that  are  too  obvious. 

1  he  quantity  of  ftores  and  ammunition  we  then 
had  in  the  three  forts  is  almoft  incredible.  But  of 

what 
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what  avail  are  powder  and  ball  if  walls  and  ram¬ 
parts  are  defencelefs,  and  men  infufficient  to  make 
ufe  of  them  ?  In  fhort,  the  French  by  talcing  this 
place,  made  themfelvcs  matters  of  the  following 
things 'all  which  were  immediately  fent  t o  Fron- 
lenac ,  viz.  Seven  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  nineteen, 
fourteen,  and  twelve  pounders ;  forty  eight  iron 
cannon  of  nine,  fix,  five,  three,  and  two  pounders 
a  brafs  mortar  of  nine  inches,  four  twelfths,  and 
thirteen  others  of  fix  and  three  inches;  forty  feven 
fwivelguns;  23,000  lb.  of  gunpowder;  8000  lb. 
of  lead  and  mufquet  balls;  two  thoufand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  cannon  balls;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bombs,  of  nine  inches,  and  three  hundred  more, 
•f  fix  inches  diameter;  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  feventy  fix  grenadocs ;  one  thoufand  and  fi  verity 
mufquets  ;  a  veffel  pierc’d  for  eighteen  guns ;  the 
brigantine  of  fixteen,  a  goeletta  of  ten,  a  batteaux 
of  ten,  (the  floops  alrea  iy  mentioned)  another  of 
eight  guns,  a  fkifF  of  eighteen  fwivels,  and  another 
burnt  upon  the  ftocks ;  feven  hundred  and  four 
barrels  of  bifcuit,  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
eighty  fix  firkins  of  bacon  and  beef ;  feven  hundred 
and  twelve  firkins  of  meal;  thirty  two  live  oxen  ; 
fifteen  hogs,  and  a  large  fum  of  money  in  the  mi¬ 
litary  chett,  amounting,  as  the  French  faid,  to 
eighteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety  four 
livres. 

On  the  1 6th  they  began  to  remove  us;  the  of¬ 
ficers  were  firft  fent  in  batteaux,  and  two  hundred 
foldiers  a  day  afterwards,  till  the  whole  were  gone, 
being  carried  firft  to  Montreal ,  and  from  thence  to 
Quebec.  Our  duty  in  the  batteaux  till  we  reached 
the  firft  place,  was  very  hard  and  flavifh:  And  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  we  were  on  the  lake  or  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence ,  it  appeared  very  ea fy  and  feafible  for  com¬ 
modore  Bradley ,  had  he  thought  proper,  to  have 
deftroyed  all  the  enemy’s  batteaux,  and  have  pre¬ 
vented 
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vented  them  from  ever  landing  their  cannon  within 
forty  miles  of  the  fort.  But  he  knew  his  own 
reafons  for  omitting  this  piece  of  fervice  beft. 

Our  party  arriving  at  Montreal  in  Canada 
on  the  28th  ;  we  were  that  night  fecw  ^  Jn  the 
fort,  as  were  the  reft  as  they  came  in.  1  he  French 
ufed  various  means  to  win  fome  of  our  troops  over 
to  their  intereft,  or  at  leaf!  to  do  their  work  in  the 
fields,  which  many  refufed,  among  whom  was 
rnyfelf;  who  were  then  condu&ed  on  board  a  fliip, 
and  fenc  to  ^ 'uelec ,  where,  on  arriving  the  5th  of 
September,  we  were  lodged  in  a  gaol,  and  kept  for 
the  fpace  of  one  month. 

During  this  our  captivity,  many  of  our  men,  ra¬ 
ther  than  lie  in  a  prifon  went  out  to  work,  and  afliffc 
the  French  in  getting  in  their  harveft;  they  having 
then  fcarce  any  people  left  in  that  country  but  old 
men,  women,  and  children,  fo  that  the  corn  was 
continually  falling  into  the  flubble,  for  want  of 
hands  to  reap  it :  But  thofe  who  did  go  out,  in 
two  or  three  days,  chofe  confinement  again,  rather 
than  liberty  on  fuch  terms,  being  almoft  fiarved, 
having  nothing  in  the  country  to  live  on  but  dry 
bread,  whereas  we  in  the  prifon  were  each  of 
us  allowed  two  pounds  of  bread,  and  half  a  pound 
of  meat  a  day,  and  otherwife  treated  with  a  good 
deal  of  humanity. 

Eighteen  foldiers  were  all  the  guard  they  had  to 
place  over  us,  who  being  greatly  fatigued  with  hard 
duty,  and  dreading  our  rifing  on  them,  (which 
had  we  had  any  arms  we  might  eafily  have  done, 
and  ravaged  the  country  round,  as  it  was  then  in- 
tirely  defencelefs)  and  tne  town’s  people  themfelves 
fearing  the  confequences  of  having  fuch  a  number 
of  men  in  a  place  where  proviiions  were  at  that 
time  very  fcarce  and  dear,  they  thought  of  fending 
us  away,  the  moil  eligible  way  of  keeping  them¬ 
felves 
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felves  from  famine,  and  ^..jrdingly  put  500  of  us 
on  board  a  veffel  for  England 

But  before  I  continue  the  account  of  our  voyage 
home  to  our  native  country,  I  (hall  juft  make  a 
fhort  retrofpection  on  the  confequences  which  at¬ 
tended  the  lofs  of  Ofwego ,  as  appealed  to  us  and 
the  reft  of  the  people  at  Quebec,  who  knew  that 
part  of  America ,  to  which  this  important  place  was  , 
a  fafeguard. 

As  foon  as  Ofwego  was  taken  our  only  commu¬ 
nication  from  the  Mo'awk's  river,  to  the  lake 
Oneida ,  was  ftopt  up,  by  filling  the  place  nt  Wood's 
Creek  with  great  logs  and  trees  for  many  miles  to¬ 
gether.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  forts  at  the 
Great  Carrying  Place ,  and  then  our  moft  advanced 
poft  into  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  I 
have  before  given  a  fhort  account  of,  (and  where 
there  were  at  that  time  above  three  thou  land  men, 
including  one  thoufand  two  hundred  batteaux-men  j 
and  which  ftill  gave  the  Six  Nations  fome  hopes  that 
we  would  defend  their  country  againft  the  French) 
were  abandoned  and  deftroyed,  and  the  troops, 
which  were  under  the  command  of  general  IVebb , 
retreated  to  Burnet’s  field,  and  left  the  country, 
and  the  Six  Nations  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

The  French  immediately  after  the  taking  of  Of- 
wego,  demolifhed,  as  is  laid  before,  all  the  works 
there,  and  returned  with  their  prifoners  and  booty 
to  7 iconderoga,  to  oppofe  our  provincial  army  under 
the  command  of  general  IVinJlow,  who  had  fhame- 
fully  been  kept  in  expectation  of  the  dilatory  arri¬ 
val  of  lord  Loud  n  from  attacking  Crown  Point , 
while  the  enemy  were  weak,  and  tt  was  ealily  in 
our  power  to  have  beat  them. 

The  confequences  of  the  deftruciion  of  our  forts 
at  the  Great  Carrying  Place ,  and  general  IVebb  s 
retreating  to  Burnet’s  field,  is  now,  al.  s!  too  ap¬ 
parent  to  every  one  acquainted  with  American  af¬ 
fairs. 
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fairs.  The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  undoubtedly 
looked  upon  it  as  abandoning  them  and  their  coun¬ 
try  to  the  French  ;  for  they  plainly  faw  that  we  had 
noftrong  hold  near  them,  and  that  (by  the  place  at 
Wood's  Creek  being  flopped  up)  we  could  not  if  we 
would  afford  them  any  affiflance  at  Onondaga,  Cayu¬ 
ga,  and  in  the  Senekea's  country,  which  were  their 
chief  caftles :  That  the  forts  begun  by  us  in  thofc 
countries  were  left  unfinifhed,  and  therefore  could 
be  of  no  ufe  to  them,  and  which,  if  we  had  kept 
the  Carrying-Place ,  we  might  have  finifhed,  and  A 
given  them  ftill  hopes  of  our  being  able  to  de¬ 
fend. 

But  defpairing  of  our  being  further  fervicearble  to 
them,  thofe  Iroquois ,  who  were  before  our  friends, 
and  fome  of  the  others,  have  indeed  deferted  us,  and 
the  confequence  of  fuch  their  junctures  with  the 
French ,  has  begun  already  to  be  felt  in  the  lofs  of 
Fort  George  on  lake  Sacrament . 

The  fine  country  on  the  Mohawks  river  down  to 
Albany ,  was  by  this  ftep  left  open  to  the  ravages  of 
the  enemy,  and  an  eafy  paffage  opened  to  the  French  * 
and  their  Indians  into  the  provinces  of  Penfylvania 
and  New-Jerfey ,  by  the  way  of  Sufquehanna  and 
Delaware  rivers,  which  were  before  covered  by  our 
fettlements  on  the  Mohawks  river,  and  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions.  To  conclude,  it  left  the  French  without  the 
leaft  fear  of  our  being  able  to  give  them  the  leaft 
interruption  in  their  pafiage  through  lake  Ontario , 
and  lake  Erie ,  to  the  frontiers  of  Penfylvania ,  Ma¬ 
ryland ,  Virginia ,  and  all  the  fouthern  country. 

Whether  thefe  my  animadverfions  are  true  or 
not,  what  has  been  fince  tranfadled  in  thefe  parts* 
and  the  prefent  campaign  there,  will  evince, 

I  fhall  in  the  laft  place  give  a  concife  account  of 
the  climates,  produce,  trade,  &c.  of  North-Ame- 
rica>  and  firft 

Of 
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Of  NE  IV  -ENGLAND. 

1  he  province  of  Ntiu- England  appears  to  be 
vaftly  extenfive,  being  about  400  miles  in  length, 
and  near  30®  in  breadth,  fituated  between  69  and  73 
deg.  W .  Long,  and  between  41  and  46  deg.  N.  Lar. 
It  was  firft  fettled  by  the  Independents  a  little  before 
the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars  in  England: 
They  tranfported  themfelves  thither,  rather  than 
they  would  communicate  with  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

1  he  lands  next  the  fea  in  New-England ,  are  ge¬ 
nerally  low,  and  the  foil  fandy  ;  but  farther  up  the 
country  it  rifes  into  hills,  and  on  the  North- eaft  it 
is  rocky  and  mountainous :  The  winters  are  much 
feverer  here  than  in  Old  England ,  though  it  lies  9  or 
10  degrees  more  fouth,  but  they  have  ufually  a 
clearer  fky  and  more  fettled  weather,  both  in  win¬ 
ter  and  fummer,  than  i n  Old  England  ;  and  though 
their  fummers  are  fhorter,  the  air  is  confiderably 
hotter  while  it  lads.  The  winds  are  very  boifie- 
rous  in  the  winter  feafort,  and  the  North  wind 
blowingover  a  long  trail  of  frozen  and  uncultivated 
countries,  with  feveral  frefh  water  lakes,  makes  it 
exceffive  cold.  Their  rivers  are  fometimes  con¬ 
gealed  in  a  night’s  time;  the  climate  is  generally 
healthful  and  agreeable  to  Englijl)  conftitutions. 

The  fruits  of  Old  England  come  to  great  per¬ 
fection  here,  particularly  peaches,  which  are  plant¬ 
ed  trees;  and  we  have  commonly  i2co  or  1400 
fine  peaches  on  fuch  a  tree  at  one  time  ;  nay,  of  the 
fruit  of  one  fingle  apple  tree  in  one  feafon,  nine 
barrels  of  cyder  have  been  made.  Englijh  wheat 
I  find  does  not  thrive  here,  within  40  or  50  miles 
of  BJlon  ;  but  farther  up  in  the  country  they  have 
it  in  great  plenty,  and  I  think  it  comes  to  the  fame 
perfedlion  as  in  Britain.  Now  why  wheat  fhould 

not 
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not  grow  near  this  city  I  confefs  I  can  afligf.  no 
reafon  that  will  fully  fatisfy  the  reader  s  curiohty. 
The  conjectures  upon  it  are  various  :  Some  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  the  unjuft 
perfecution  of  the  Quakers^  the  Independents  hav¬ 
ing  vented  their  fpleen  againft  them  in  a  way  the 
molt  rigorous,  and  in  flat  contradiction  to  the  Nws 
of  Chrfftianity.  All  other  grain  but  wheat  thrives 
in  this  place  with  great  fuccefs  ;  in  particular  In¬ 
dian  corn,  one  grain  whereof  frequently  produces 
j  2co,  and  fometimes  20co  grains.  T  his  corn  is 
of  three  different  colours,  viz.  blue,  white  and 
yellow. 

Of  N  E  IF  -  T  O  R  K. 

The  fituation  of  this  province  is  between  7 2  and 
76  Weft  long,  and  between  41  and  44  North  lat: 
being  about  200  miles  in  length,  and  100  miles  in 
breadth.  The  lands,  in  the  'Jetfeys  and  South  part 
of  New -York ,  are  low  and  flat ;  but  as  you  afcend 
20  or  30  miles  up  Hndfon’s  river  the  country  is  rocky 
and  mountainous.  The  air  is  much  milder  here 
in  winter  than  in  New-England ,  and  in  flummer  it 
is  pretty  much  the  fame.  The  produce  and  trade 
of  Nevj-York  and  the  'Jerfeyi  confift  in  cattle  and  a 
good  breed  of  horfes.  They  have  plenty  of  wheat 
and  other  grain,  fuch  as  Indian  corn,  buck-weed, 
oats,  barley,  and  rye.  It  abounds  alfo  with  ftore 
of  fifh  :  they  fupply  the  fugar-ifiands  with  flour, 
fait- beef,  pork,  fait  fifh,  and  timber-planks,  in  re¬ 
turn  for  the  produce  raffed  there. 

Of  PENSYLVANIJ. 

The  extent  of  this  colony  is  200  miles  in  length, 
and  aoo  miles  in  breadth.  ft  ne  foil  is  much  better 
than  ill  ye'jey^  chiefly  confifting  of  a  black  mold  ; 
the  country  rifes  gradually,  as  in  the  adjacent  pro¬ 
vinces. 
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vir.r~s,  !  the  Jpabcbian  mountains  on  the 

Wei.  ar.  *  E  d:  idcd  i  ;to  fix  counties.  The  air, 
it  ;vmg  in  T '  .c  v!  g  'of  N.  lat.  is  near  the  fame  as 
1  ealthy  to  FngHfo  confti- 

tut  nsi  '['he  prod u re  .ud  merchandize  of  P enfyl- 
v  r:in  con fifts ■  -ii  irfes,  pipe-ftaves,  beef,  pork, 

1  falt-ftfh,  fit  ns,  turrs,  arid  all  forts  of  gra:n.  viz. 
Wheat,  rye,  pcafe,  oat>.  barley,  buck-weed,  In¬ 
dian  corn,  Indian  peafe  beans,  pot-aihes,  wax, 
Sic.  and  in  r  turn  for  thefe  commodities,  they  im¬ 
port  from  the  Carrihte  iflaods,  and  other  places* 
rum,  fugar,  mo!  tT  fiiver,  negroes,  fait  and 
wine;  and  from  Gr e.  Britain,  houfhold  goods, 
cloat  ing  of  all  forts,  hardware,  Sic.  (  he  nature 
of  the  foil  in  Pe  fylvanta,  the  ferfeys  and  New- 
Tork ,  is  extremely  proper  to  produce  hemp,  flax, 
Sic. 

If  the  government  of  Pmfylvania,  flnce  the 
death  of  its  firft  proprietor  JViV.iam  Penn ,  had  taken 
pr  per  methods  to  oblige  the  traders  to  deal  juftly 
wkh  the  India-, sy  whofe  tempers,  when  exafperated 
with  refentment  are  more  favage  than  the  hun¬ 
gry  lion,  thefe  difafters  might  have  been,  in  a  good 
degree,  prevented. 

I  intend  to  conclude  this  argument  in  a  few  words, 
an<  iha  1  endeavour  to  do  juftice  on  both  Tides,  by 
adhering  ftri&ly  to  truth.  Know  therefore,  that 
within  thef  late  years  the  Indians  being  tolerably 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  commerce,  have 
detected  the  roguery  of  fome  of  the  traders,  where¬ 
upon  they  lodged  many  and  grievous  complaints 
1  to  colonel  TIGifer,  the  interpreter  between  them 
and  the  PngliJI),  of  the  injurious  a:  d  fraudulent 
ufage  they  had  received  for  feveral  years  backwards 
from  white  people,  who  had  cheated  them  out  ot 
their  fkins  and  furrs,  not  giving  them  one  quarter 
their  value  for  them. 
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Likewife  they  remonftrated,  that  whereas  hunt¬ 
ing  was  the  chief  way  or  art  they  ever  had  to  earn 
a  livelihood  by ;  game  was  now  become  very 
fcarce,  becaufe  the  whites  pradlifed  it  fo  much  on 
their  ground,  deftroying  their  prey.  Colonel 
Weijer ,  their  interpreter,  advifed  them  to  bring 
down  their  fkins  and  furrs  to  Philadelphia  themfelves, 
promifing  that  he  would  take  proper  care  to  fee 
their  goods  vended  to  their  advantage.  Whereupon 
they  did  fo,  in  purfuance  of  his  inftrudlions,  and  ^ 
finding  it  their  intereft,  refolved  to  continue  in  the 
way  he  had  chalked  out  for  them;  for  now  they 
were  fupplied  with  every  thing  they  wanted  from 
the  merchants  {hops,  at  the  cheapeft  rates.  And 
thus  it  plainly  appeared  to  the  Indians ,  that  they 
had  been  long  impofed  on  by  the  traders,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  were  determined  to  have  no  more  dealings 
with  them.  This  conduit  and  fhynefs  of  the  In¬ 
dians  was  very  difagreeable  to  feveral  gentlemen  of 
the  province,  who  were  nearly  interefted  in  that 
fpeciesof  commerce.  j 

Accordingly,  in  the  years  1753  and  1754*  fome 
of  the  traders  had  the  affurance  to  renew  their 
friendfhip  with  them,  when,  inftead  of  remitting 
them  clothes  and  other  neceflaries  as  had  been 


ufual,  and  were  molt  proper  for  them,  they,  w,th 
infidious  purpofes,  carried  them  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  rum  in  fmall  calks,  which  they  knew  the 
natives  were  fond  of,  under  colour  of  giving  it 
them  gratis.  In  this  manner  were  the  favages  in¬ 
veigled  into  liquor  by  the  Whites,  who  took  the 
opportunity  while  they  were  intoxicated  of  going  ^ 
off  with  their  fkins  and  furrs;  but  the  natives, 
recovering  from  the  debauch,  foon  detected  the 
villainy,  and  in  revenge,  killed  many  of  the 
traders,  and  went  diredily  over  to  the  French ,  who 
encouraged  them  to  flay  every  Engljl)  perfon  they 
could  meet  with,  and  deflroy  their  houfes  by  fire. 
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giving  them  orders  to  fpare  neither  man,  woman 
nor  child.  Befides,  as  a  further  incitement  to  dili¬ 
gence  in  this  bloody  talk,  they  promifed  the  ra¬ 
vages  the  reward  of  15  1.  fieri,  for  every  fcalp  they 
fhould  take,  on  producing  the  fame  before  any  of 
his  M'ft  Cbrijlian  majefty’s  officers,  civil  or  mi¬ 
litary. 

1  hus  our  perfidious  enemies  inftigated  thofe  un¬ 
reasonable  barbarians  to  commence  a£ts  of  depre¬ 
dation,  violence  and  murder  on  the  Several  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  North- America  in  1754,  and  more  espe¬ 
cially  in  Penfylvania ,  as  knowing  it  to  be  the  moll 
defencelefs  province  on  the  continent.  This  con- 
fideration  prompted  the  Savage  race  to  exhauft  their 
malicious  fury  on  it  in  particular. 

Of  MARYLAND . 

This  country  extends  about  150  miles  in  length, 
and  137  miles  in  breadth.  The  lands  are  low  and 
flat  next  the  fea  j  towards  the  heads  of  rivers  they 
rife  into  hills,  and  beyond  lie  the  Apalachian  Moun¬ 
tains,  which  are  exceeding  high.  The  air  of  this 
province  is  exceffive  hot  Some  part  of  the  Summer, 
and  equally  cold  in  the  winter,  when  the  North- 
weft  wind  blows ;  but  the  winters  are  not  of  So 
long  duration  here  as  in  Some  other  colonies  ad¬ 
joining  to  it.  In  the  Spring  of  the  year  they  are 
infefted  with  thick  heavy  fogs  that  rife  from  the 
low  lands,  which  render  the  air  more  unhealthy  for 
EngUJh  conftitutions  ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  in  the 
aforef-id  feafon  the  people  are  conftantly  afflifled 
with  agues. 

The  produce  of  this  country  is  chiefly  tobacco, 
planted  and  cultivated  here  with  much  application, 
and  nearly  the  fame  fuccefs  as  in  Virginia,  and  their 
principal  trade  with  England  is  in  that  article.  It 

alfo 
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alfo  affords  them  moft  forts  of  the  grain  and  fruits 

of  Europe  and  America. 

Of  VIRGINIA. 

The  extent  of  this  province  is  computed  to  be 
260  miles  in  length,  and  220  miles  in  breadth,  be¬ 
ing  moftly  low,  flat  land.  For  one  hundred  miles 
up  the  country,  there  is  fcarce  a  hill  or  a  ft  one  to 
be  feen.  'The  air  and  feafons  (it  lying  between 
26  and  20  of  North  Lat.)  depend  very  much  on 
the  wind  as  to  heat  and  cold,  drynefs  and  moifture. 
The  North  and  North-weft  winds  are  very  nitrous 
and  piercing  cold,  or  elfe  boifterous  and  ftormy  : 
The  South  and  South-eaft  winds,  hafy  and  ml  try 
hot.  In  winter  they  have  a  fine  clear  air,  which 
renders  it  very  pleafant :  The  frofts  are  fhort,  but 
fometimes  fo  very  fharp  that  rivers  are  froze  over 
three  miles  broad.  Snow  often  falls  in  large  quan¬ 
tities  ;  but  feldom  continues  above  two  or  three 

^The  foil,  though  generally  fandy  and  (hallow, 
produces  tobacco  of  the  beft  quality  in  great  abun¬ 
dance.  The  people’s  ufual  food  is  Indian  corn  made 
into  hommony,  boiled  to  a  pulp,  and  comes  the 
neareft  to  buttered-wheat  of  any  thing  1  can  com¬ 
pare  it  to.  They  have  horfes,  cows,  ftieep,  and 
hogs  in  prodigious  plenty,  many  of  the  laft  running 
wild  in  the  woods.  1  he  regulation  kept  here  is 
much  the  fame  as  in  New-England ;  every  man 
from  16  to  60  years  of  age  is  inlifted  into  the  mi¬ 
litia,  and  muftered  once  a  year,  at  a  general  review, 
and  four  times  a  year  by  troops  and  companies. 
Their  military,  complement,  by  computation, 
amounts  to  about  30,000  efle&ive  men,  the  col¬ 
lege  number  of  the  inhabitants,  men,  women 
and  children,  to  100,500,  and  including  fervants 
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Of  CAROLINA. 

This  colony  is  computed  to  extend  660  miles  in 
length;  but  its  breadth  is  unknown.  7'he  lands 
here  are  generally  low  and  flat,  and  not  a  hill  to  be 
feen  from  St.  Augujline  to  Virginia,  and  a  great  way 
beyond.  ’Tis  moftly  covered  with  woods  where 
the  planters  have  not  cleared  it.  About  100  miles 
weft  of  the  coaft,  it  fhoots  up  into  eminences,  and 
continues  to  rife  gradually  all  along  to  the  Apala - 
chian  Mountains ,  which  are  about  160  miles  diftant 
from  the  ocean.  The  North  parts  of  Carolina  are 
very  uneven,  but  the  ground  is  extremely  proper 
for  producing  wheat ;  and  all  other  forts  of  grain 
that  grow  in  Europe  will  come  to  great  perfection 
here.  The  South- parts  of  Carolina ,  if  properly 
cultivated,  might  be  made  to  produce  filk,  wine, 
and  oil.  This  country  yields  large  quantities  of 
rice,  of  which  they  yearly  fhip  off  to  other  colonies 
about  80,000  barrels,  each  barrel  containing  400  wt. 
befides  they  make  abundance  of  tar,  pitch,  and 
turpentine.  They  carry  on  alfo  a  great  trade  with 
deer-skins,  and  furrs,  to  all  places  of  Europe ,  which 
the  Englifn  receive  from  the  Indians  in  barter  for 
guns,  powder,  knives,  fciffars,  looking-glaffes, 
beads,  rum,  tobacco,  coarfc-cloath,  (Ac. 

The  Englijh  chapmen  carry  thefe  pack-horfes  five 
or  600  miles  into  the  country,  Weft  of  Charles - 
Town-,  but  moft  of  the  commerce  is  confined  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  which 
do  not  lie  above  350  miles  from  the  coaft.  The 
air  is  very  temperate  and  agreeable  both  fummer  and 
winter.  Carolina  is  divided  into  two  diftinit  pro¬ 
vinces,  viz. 


North  and  South  Carolina. 
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Of  N0VA-SC0T1  A. 

This  place  extends  about  600  miles  in  length, 
and  450  in  breadth :  The  air  is  pretty  much  the 
fame  as  in  Old  England :  The  foil  is,  for  the  mod 
part,  barren  ;  but  where  it  is  cleared  and  cultivat¬ 
ed,  it  affords  good  corn  and  pafture.  Here  is  fine 
timber,  and  fit  for  building,  from  whence  pitch  and 
tar  may  be  extracted.  Here  alfo  hemp  and  flax 
will  grow,  fo  that  this  country  will  be  capable  of 
furnifhing  all  manner  of  naval  ftores.  It  abounds 
likewife  with  deer,  wild-fowl,  and  all  forts  of  game. 
On  the  coafl  is  one  of  the  fined  cod-fifheries  in  the 
world.  European  cattle,  viz.  Sheep,  oxen,  fwine, 
horfes,  &c.  they  have  in  great  abundance.  1  he 
winters  are  very  cold,  their  frofts  being  fharp  and 
of  a  long  duration  :  Their  fummers  are  moderate¬ 
ly  hot,  fo  that  the  climate,  in  the  main,  feems  to 
fee  agreeable  to  Enghjh  conftitutions. 

Of  CANADA. 

I  fhall  clofe  the  defcription  of  the  American  colo¬ 
nies,  with  a  fhort  account  of  the  foil  and  produce 
of  French  Canada.  Its  extent  is,  according  to  their 
map,  1800  miles  in  length,  and  1260  in  breadth. 
The  foil,  in  the  low  lands  near  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  will,  indeed,  raife  wheat ;  but,  withal,  I  found 
it  fo  fhallow,  that  it  would  not  produce  that  grain 
above  two  years,  unlefs  it  was  properly  manured. 
About  20  miles  from  the  faid  river,  fo  hilly  and 
mountainous  is  the  country,  that  nothing  but  In¬ 
dians  and  wild  ravenous  beads  refort  there.  How¬ 
ever,  they  have  plenty  of  rye,  Indian  corn,  buck- 
weed,  and  oats;  likewife  of  horfe<,  cows,  fheep, 
fwine,  &c.  But  I  have  obferved,  that  fruits  of  any 
kind  do  not  come  to  fuch  perfe&ion  here,  as  in  fome 
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of  the  Englifl)  fettlements,  which  is  owing  to  the 
long  duration  and  exceflive  cold  of  their  winters. 
The  fummer  is  l'hort  and  temperately  hot.  The 
climate,  in  general,  is  healthy  and  agreeable  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  conftitutions.  And  fo  much  for  the  pro¬ 
vinces  in  North- America. 

It  is  now  high  time  to  return  to  the  embarkation 
at  Quebec.  Five  hundred  of  us,  being  to  be  fent  to 
England.,  were  put  on  board  La  Renomme ,  a  French 
paquet-boat,  captain  Dennis  Fitree  commander  ; 
We  failed  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  though  the 
French  behaved  with  a  good  deal  of  politenefs,  yet 
we  were  almofl:  ftarved  for  want  of  proviiions.  One 
bifeuit,  and  two  ounces  of  pork  a  day,  being  all 
our  allowance,  and  half  dead  with  cold,  having  hut 
few  clothes,  and  the  vefl'el  being  fo  fmall,  that  the 
major  part  of  us  were  obliged  to  be  upon  deck  in 
all  weathers.  After  a  paflage  of  fix  weeks,  we  at 
laft,  to  our  great  joy,  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the 
fixth  of  November  1756.  But  thefe  our  troubles 
and  hardfhips  were  not,  as  we  expedited,  put  to  a 
period  for  fome  time  ;  fcruples  ariling  to  the  com- 
miflaries  and  admiral  there,  about  taking  us  on 
fhore,  as  there  was  no  cartel  agreed  on  between  the 
French  and  Englijh ,  we  were  confined  on  board, 
until  the  determination  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
Ihould  be  known;  lying  there  in  a  miferable  con¬ 
dition  feven  or  eight  days,  before  we  received  or¬ 
ders  to  diiembark,  which,  when  we  wer e  permitted 
to  do,  being  ordered  from  thence,  in  d.ft’erent  par¬ 
ties  to  Tatnes,  kingsbridge ,  Newton-BvJhJ ,  New¬ 
ton- Abbot,  in  Devonjhire ,  I  was  happy  in  being  quar¬ 
tered  at  King/bridge ,  where  I  met  with  fuch  civility 
and  entertainment,  as  1  had  for  a  long  time  been  a 
Granger  to. 

In  about  four  months  we  were  again  ordered  to 
Plymouth- Dock,  to  bedraughted  into  other  regiments; 
where,  on  being  infpedted,  I  was,  on  account  »i 
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the  wound  I  had  received  in  my  hand,  difcharged 
as  incapable  of  further  fervice  :  And,  was  allowed 
the  fum  of  fix  fhillings  to  carry  me  home  to  Aber¬ 
deen,  near  the  place  of  my  nativity  ;  but  finding 
that  fum  inefficient  to  fubfifl  me  half  the  way,  I 
was  obliged  to  make  my  application  to  the  honour¬ 
able  gentlemen  of  the  city  of  York ,  where,  on  con- 
fidering  my  neceffity  and  reviewing  my  manufcript 
on  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  Indians ,  herein  before- 
mentioned,  thought  proper  to  have  it  printed  for 
my  own  benefit,  which  they  chearfully  fubfcribed 
unto.  And  after  difpofing  of  feveral  of  my  books 
through  the  fhire,  I  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
going  in  quefl  of  my  relations  at  Aberdeen ,  where 
I  received  very  barbarous  ufage  and  ill  treatment, 
occafioned  by  complaining  againft  the  illegal  prac¬ 
tice  of  kidnapping ,  in  the  beginning  of  my  book, 
which  I  fhall  hereafter  finally  deferibe  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages. 

A  Discourse  on  KIDNAPPING  : 

With  proper  Directions  for  Tradefmen,  and  others, 
to  avoid  flavery,  when  tranfported  from  their  na- 
tive  country  by  the  infligation  of  perfidious  traders. 

Hr  H  E  following  lines,  when  duly  confidered,  will 
be  of  no  difficulty  for  the  meaneft  capacity  to 
understand,  as  the  fubjeCt  is  of  no  other  defign,  than 
intirely  calculated  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  poor,  who  have  fuffered  tribulations,  and 
troubled  minds,  for  the  lofs  of  their  children ; 
which  nature  binds  every  chriitian  father  or  mother, 
to  be  as  valuable  to  them,  as  their  own  lives.  And 
as  it  is  abfurd  to  imagine,  that  any  parents  would 
difpofe  of  their  own  flefh  and  blood  to  ftrangers 
who  make  a  prey  of  innocent  children,  to  maintain 
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their  wealth  and  grandeur,  where  the  unhappy  vic¬ 
tims  are  left  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  world, 
where  they  can  meet  with  no  redrefs  for  the  injuries 
done  to  them. 

But  if  the  mifcondudt  of  fome  people,  was  but 
printed  in  their  foreheads,  themfelves,  as  well  as 
their  actions,  would  look  odious  to  the  world  ;  but 
to  prevent  difcovering  any  of  their  former,  fubtile 
contrivance-’,  would  much  rather  hazard  their  own 
fouls,  or  banifh  the  perfon  fo  manifefting  the  truth 
againft  them,  from  the  place  of  his  nativity  :  Sen- 
fil)le  I  am  that  what  I  have  already  deferibed  againft 
my  fir  ft  profecutors,  talliates  with  the  truth  in  every 
particular,  wherein  many  as  well  as  myfelf,  have 
been  led  into  flavi.ry  and  bondage  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  obliged  to  put  up  with  the  refentment 
and  arbitrary  controul  of  ftrangers,  when  feparated 
from  our  deareft  relations,  which  at  fuch  times  as 
this,  are  not  capaMe  to  afford  us  the  leaft  comfort  or 
relief.  Hard  fate  to  fuffer  this,  harder  (till  to  be 
profecuted  for  telling  the  interefting  tale.  I  fpeak 
this  by  experience,  to  the  fhame  of  fome  in  Aber¬ 
deen,  near  the  place  of  my  nativity,  where  I  had 
oone  in  quell  of  my  relations,  which,  after  fo  long 
and  ftrange  an  abfence,  my  appearance  molt  occur 
with  fatisfadfion  to  all  my  friend',  who  have  been 
deprived  of  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  my  per¬ 
fon,  from  the  years  of  my  infancy,  which  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  expeited  to  embrace.  Kidnapping, 
followed  by  thofe  monfters  of  impiety,  for  the  lucre 
of  gain,  may  be  compared  to  the  lavage  conduit 
before  mentioned  ;  who,  for  to  maintain  their 
wealth  and  grandeur,  would  cut,  mangle,  and  bai- 
baroufly  deltroy  all  innocent  families  they  met  with. 
What  lefs  guilt  can  be  upon  kidnappers  confc  ences, 
than  thofe  of  the  favage  race,  who  boaft  not  of  hu¬ 
manity  ;  and  if  they  do  fuch  crimes,  it  is  to  their 
enemies,  for  the  fake  of  plunder.  What  can  fome 
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of  the  worthy  merchants  of  Aberdeen  fay  for  them- 
felves  -  have  not  they  been  guilty  of  that  villainous 
trade,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  all  civi¬ 
lized  nations,  in  fuch  an  unlawful  manner,  that  the 
blood  of  the  innocent  cries  againft  them  for  reme¬ 
dy  ;  and  as  it  is  certain  this  execrable  practice  called 
Kidnapping,  was  put  into  execution  about  the  year 
2740,  by  four  or  five  merchants  in  the  city,  fome 
of  which  have  fince  deferted  their  country,  for  rea- 
fons  too  well  known  ;  much  about  this  time,  I  re¬ 
member  there  were  idle  fellows  employed  by  thofe 
v^prthy  undertakers,  to  cajole  men,  women  and 
children,  to  ferve  as  flaves  in  the  plantations  abroad. 
The  old  people  being  ignorant  what  manner  to 
take  for  their  own  advantage ;  rely  intirely  on  the 
fair  promife  of  the  merchants,  which  delufions  pro¬ 
ved  fatal  to  many  of  the  unhappy  victims,  that  were 
innocently  led  into  captivity,  much  more  infants 
from  fix  years  old  to  fourteen,  that  Were  not  capable 
‘to  contrail  for  themfelves,  and  were  fent  off  with¬ 
out  the  confent  or  knowledge  of  any  one  of  their  pa¬ 
rents,  who  doubtlefs  would  lament  their  lofs,  tnd 
in  all  probability  they  could  imagine  nothing  elfeof 
the  matter,  but  fome  untimely  end  were  the  occa- 
fion,  in  fome  unlucky  place  or  other,  where  death 
has  clofed  their  eyes,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air,  or 
the  fifties  of  the  fea,  have  concealed  their  carcafes 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  1  hefe  dreadful  appre- 
benfions,  we  may  well  fuppofe,  filled  my  relations 
with  tears,  when  not  know'ing  the  condition  their  poor 
child  was  in. 

What  h.art  can  even  think  of  this,  and  be  un¬ 
moved  with  pity,  to  fee  fuch  monfters  of  impiety 
depriving  parents  of  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
their  children  ;  by  fecuring  them  in  the  concealed 
places  of  the  city,  till  fuch  times  they  had  got  in 
their  complement  defigned  for  that  vile  and  wicked 
purpofe,  which  myfelf,  as  well  as  others,  have  fu f- 
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fered  very  confiderably  in,  by  the  falfe  and  critical 
fchemes  of  politic  traders,  who  for  fome  years  p*  , 
endeavoured  to  deceive  the  world,  with  tr, err  cun¬ 
ning  inventions,  but  fome  of  them  are  now  fajlen 
into  the  fnares  of  their  own  imaginations,  and  no 
wonder,  for  the  curfe  of  many  followed  their  pro¬ 
ceedings.  To  carry  on  their  trade  more  effectually, 

I  remember  there  were  villains  employed  to  cajole 
younor  children,  by  giving  them  a  penny,  or  a  halt- 
penny,  making  them  believe  that  they  were  then 
lifted,  which  infants  were  put  into  confinement, ,  ti 
fuch  time  as  they  got  the  opportunity  of  fen  mg 
them  to  the  plantations  in  Amenca  I  being  one 
of  thofe  unhappy  youths  fo  treated,  when  in  the 
years  of  rav  infancy,  not  capable  to  contraft  for 
myfelf,  was  font  off  with  many  others,  without  the 
confent  or  knowledge  of  any  of  my  relations. 

'fo  fubioin  to  this  account  for  the  better  unde 
{landing  and  fatisfadtion  of  the  inquisitive  reader, 

I  fhall  onlv  fubmit  myfelf  to  the  following  queries. 

I.  Whether  or  no,  this  may  not  be  cal.ed  Kid¬ 
napping,  when  children  are  taken  from  the.r  parents 
without  their  confent,  in  a  ftate  of  infancy,  ant! 
not  capable  to  avouch  for  themfelves,  at  the  fame 
time  confi<  ed  to  prifon,  to  conceal  them  from  their 

fne2n.dif  thefe  their  proceedings  were  according  to 
law,  or  agreeable  to  the  inclination  of  the  perlons 

fo  imprifoned,  what  needs  there  be  any  confinement 

in  the  cafe  ;  when  a  perl’  n  inlifts  himfelf  into  any 
fervice  as  a  volunteer,  what  occafion  is  there  to  put 
him  under  any  aibitrary  controul  ?  but  my  antago- 
nifts  well  knew  the  impracticability  of  children 
abiding  to  any  obligation  extorted  from  them, where¬ 
fore  we  were  imprifoned  on  hoard  of  (hips,  and  other 
places  in  the  city  convenient  for  that  ufe,  until  t  ley 
had  got  in  their  complement  fuitable  for  that  e- 
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By  this  you  may  eafily  fee  the  chriftian  difpofition 
ot  my  adverfaries,  which  they  now  boaft  fo  much 
°  5  together  with  their  many  fair  promifes,  never 
after  performed  to  any,  much  lefs  to  infants  deluded 
from  their  diftant  places  of  abode,  and  fent  as  flaves 
to  the  plantations,  where  they  are  obliged  to  put  up 
With  the  impofition  and  arbitrary  controul  of  their 
maiters,  feme  of  which  have  as  little  regard  to 
^hriHianity,  as  the  former  herein  mentioned. 

to  continue  this  narrative  the  more  fuccincf,  for 
toe  edification  of  the  reader  5  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  give  you  fome  intelligence  of  their  ufage  when 
io“  in  t!le  plantations,  as  well  as  a  concife  account 
0  t!le  re£a,d  the  merchants  have  to  their  promiles 
to  you  :  the  deceitfulnefs  of  their  proceedings  has 
been  fo  detrimental  to  me,  and  others,  that  I  hope 
this  wj!1  be  taken  as  a  curious  piece  of  information 
to  the  public,  who  have  not  concerned  themfelves 
with  any  fuch  erroneous  principles  ;  and,  to  prevent 
iny  countrymen  from  fuffering  the  like  hofiilities  for 
t  he  future,  I  ftall  with  the  greateft  truth  and  alacrity, 
ray  before  you  the  whole  circumftances,  that  the 
cafe  requi'es,  which  I  am  fure  will  be  of  a  benefi¬ 
cial  fervice  to  tradefmen  and  others,  that  have  a  de- 
11  re  of  putting  their  fortunes  in  the  flourifbing  plan¬ 
tations  in  America ,  which  God  hath  bleffed  with 
every  thing  fuitable  to  the  natural  fubfiftence  of 
mankind. 

,  But  as  you  are  fo  blindly,  and  falfely  informed, 
by  thofe  who  would  make  your  ignorance  their  gain, 
te.ling  you  many  things  that  never  will  come  to 
pafs  ;  I  will  inform  you  of  fuch  things  as  will  be 
to  your  advantage,  which  I  can  well  tefiify  for  truth. 
Hearken  not  to  any  that  want  to  make  you  believe* 
tnat  you  can  live  in  that  country  without  work ;  for 
every  man  muft  endeavour  for  his  living  there,  as 
uch  as  heie  ;  but  an  induflnous  perfen  may  foon 
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and  eafily  obtain  riches,  on  the  account  he  receives 
fuch  a  great  reward  for  his  labour. 

This,  with  many  other  inftances  compared  toge¬ 
ther,  will  be  fufficient  to  maintain  my  argument,  as 
well  as  to  make  my  antagonifts  afhamed  of  their 
behaviour  to  me ;  in  confequence  whereof,  I  re¬ 
member  when  in  confinement  at  Aberdeen  in  my 
infancy,  with  feveral  other  of  my  unhappy  com¬ 
panions,  as  uncapable  to  know  their  deftination,  as 
I  myfelf,  only  the  word  palled  among  us  by  our 
keepers,  that  we  were  going  to  a  country  where  we 
fhould  be  maintained  like  gentlemen  ;  and  ride  in 
our  coaches,  with  feveral  negroes  to  attend  us;  be¬ 
sides  we  fhould  enjoy  fome  thoufands  of  acres  of 
land  as  our  own  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  be  able  to 
come  home  to  fee  our  friends,  with  great  grandeur. 
Thofe  falfe  and  artful  infinuations  diverted  our  fan¬ 
cies  with  the  pleafing  hopes- of  obtaining  thefe  pro- 
mifes  ;  and  being  but  a  parcel  of  infants,  loofed  our 
thoughts  from  our  relations,  expecting  the  things 
that  never  were  defigned  for  us. 

The  good  in'entionsof  their  humanity  to  us,  I 
fhall  hereafter  defcribe,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  as  being  matter  of  inconteflable  truth,  by  the 
firongeft  proofs  any  propofition  can  poffibly  admit 
of;  and  as  I  think  we  are  all  fenfible  alike,  that  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fome  men  are  longer  of  being  ma- 
nifefted  to  the  eye  of  the  world  than  others,  although 
their  erroneous  principles  are  determined  to  abftract 
from  their  neighbour’s  profperity,  to  maintain  their 
own  pride. 

I  liefe  reafons,  I  fay,  will  induce  me  to  give  you 
fome  further  account  of  the  merchants  behaviour 
to  us  when  landed  in  America,  in  order  that  my 
countrymen  may  avoid  the  like  circumftances  for  the 
future  ;  all  the  concern  they  had  to  fulfil  their  pro- 
mifes,  was  only  till  fuch  times  they  had  got  the 
quickeft  opportunity  to  difpofe  of  us  to  the  planters, 
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fome  of  which  would  buy  ten,  fome  twenty  ;  and 
drive  us  through  the  country,  like  a  parcel  of  (beep 
to  the  daughter,  expofing  us  for  fale,  in  all  pub¬ 
lic  fairs  and  markets,  as  brute  beafts.  Thus  treated 
and  abufed  by  our  own  neighbours,  by  what  reafon 
can  we  expedt  better  ufage  from  thefe  our  new 
mailers.  But  luckily  as  it  happened  for  me,  I  fell 
into  the  hands  of  my  own  countryman,  who  ufed 
me  in  a  tender  manner,  contrary  to  many  others, 
to  one  in  my  condition.  In  this  place,  there  is  no 
thanks  due  to  Kidnappers,  for  if  the  devil  came  in 
the  fhape  of  a  man  to  them,  with  money  in  his 
hands,  it  would  be  accepted,  as  well  as  of  the  ho- 
nefteft  man  in  the  world  ;  for  their  confidences 
might  equally  the  fame  allow  them  to  commit  mur¬ 
der  on  the  high  road,  to  maintain  their  grandeur, 
as  to  be  guilty  of  cajoling  children  from  their  parents, 
who,  doubtlefs,  would  caufe  their  troubled,  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  to  accomplifh  their  forrow  within 
the  grave  many  years  fooner  than  probably  they 
would  have  done,  becaufe  of  the  anguifh  and  grief 
they  muff  naturally  have  for  the  lofs  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  which  may  very  properly  be  termed,  Murder 
concealed  ;  when  after  fo  many  fair  and  deceitful 
delufions,  the  children  lent  off  and  find,  fometimes 
to  cruel  mailers,  whofe  ill  treatment,  obliges  them 
oftentimes  to  elope,  to  avoid  flavery,  and  as  there 
is  no  probability  of  making  their  efcape,  as  they 
are  always  taken  and  brought  back,  and  for  every 
day  they  are  away  from  their  mafler,  they  ferve  a 
week,  and  for  every  week  a  month,  and  for  every 
month  a  year,  befides  obliged  to  pay  all  cods  and 
barges  that  is  advertifed  for  apprehending  them, 
which  will  commonly  bring  him  in  a  flave  for  four 
or  five  years  longer  at  lead.  This  dreadful  arbitrary 
controul,  often  occafions  the  unhappy  victims,  to  put 
an  end  to  their  own  miferable  lives,  which  infiances 
of  the  kind  has  many  times  covered  the  earth  with 
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only  the  melancholy  fpe£tacle  of  a  deluded  foul* 
who  has  fuffered  in  a  manner  the  moft  deplorably 
cruel  that  human  malice  could  invent.  In  the  next 
place,  the  planters  are  of  an  idle  difpofition,  not 
caring  to  fatigue  themfelves  with  much  hard  work. 
But  as  foon  as  they  can  raife  20  or  30  1.  they  will 
buy  fervants  from  the  European  merchants,  thefe  they 
will  make  Haves  for  four  or  five  years,  and  fome  for 
feven  years,  in  which  they  are  put  to  the  woods* 
and  obliged  to  perform  fuch  a  quantity  of  work 
every  day,  or  elfe  they  are  feverely  punifhed  by  their 
mailers,  who  review  their  labour  at  night. 

The  fervant,  whatfoever  wrong  is  impofed  upon 
him,  dare  not  vindicate  himfelf  for  fear  of  offend¬ 
ing  his  mailer,  whole  evil  temper  muff  always  be 
humoured,  elfe  there  is  nothing  to  be  had  of  him 
but  ffrokes  and  blows.  This  is  commonly  the 
practice  throughout  the  different  governments  in 
America ,  and  Specially  in  Maryland ,  where  our 
merchants  here,  that  follow  that  execrable  branch 
of  bufinefs,  would  much  rather  fupply  that  place, 
than  any  other  province  on  the  continent,,  becaufe 
they  barter  for  tobacco,  and  in  that  commodity  they 
get  great  profit,  in  tranfporting  of  it  to  England y 
where  they  will  make  about  50  per  centum ,  as  the 
price  of  it  there  is  not  exceeding  one  penny  per 
pound,  to  thofe  that  ag'ee  for  large  quantities. 

In  the  next  place,  you  will  find  Maryland  inha¬ 
bited  moflly  by  convicSls,  that  have  been  banifhedi 
from  their  native  country  for  mifdemeanors,  fome 
of  whom  become  very  expert  in  trading  with  to¬ 
bacco,  and  oftentimes  are  able  to  contract  with  their 
correfpondents  in  Europe ,  to  fend  them  over  men* 
women  and  children,  which  are  very  ufeful  to  la¬ 
bour  amongfl  this  article  that  the  country  moftly 
produces.  But  the  fallacious  promifes  of  your  un¬ 
dertakers  here,  are  fo  pernicious  to  the  good  of 
thole  whom  they  deceive,  that  it  often,  as  1  laid  be¬ 
lli  6  fore3 
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fore,  proves  their  utter  deftru&ion ;  for  ignorant  peo¬ 
ple  when  they  indent  themfelves  for  four  or  five  years 
to  ferve  in  the  plantations,  imagine  they  will  have 
■great  wages,  to  be  paid  to  them  every  year,  as  it  is 
in  their  own  country.  I  make  no  queftion  but  there 
is  policy  enough  ufed  to  induce  you  to  believe  lo, 
but  there  is  no  fuch  entertainment  in  any  part  of 
America ,  for  you  muft  ferve  your  indented  time, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  without  hav¬ 
ing  any  thing  allowed  you,  but  according  to  the 
difcretion  of  your  mafters ;  which  you  may  depend 
will  be  no  more  than  cloaths  infufficient  to  cover 
your  nakednefs. 

Befides,  you  that  indent  yourfeh  es  in  the  afore- 
faid  manner,  labour  under  a  great  difadvantage,  for 
the  country  is  of  opinion,  that  when  men  or  wo¬ 
men  are  come  to  the  years  of  maturity,  they  will 
not  tranfport  themfelves  as  flaves  for  any  number  of 
years,  unlefs  they  be  guilty  of  fome  wicked  crime 
or  other ;  for  they  are  looked  upon,  to  be  in  the 
lame  roll  with  convidts,  who  indent  themfelves  in  the 
fame  manner  as  you,  in  order  to  prevent  difcover- 
ing  their  roguery. 

-  The  country  have  been  fo  much  impofed  upon 
by  the  laft  mentioned,  that  honeft  people  have  luf- 
fered  confiderably,  both  in  perfon  and  eftate,  by 
allowing  thefe  villains  to  be  evidences  for  them¬ 
felves  and  againft  others ;  but  a  flop  has  been  put 
•to  this  fome  time  ago,  that  none  of  them  who 
•come  over  in  the  indented  way,  will  be  allowed 
this  privilege,  either  for  therpfelves,  or  againft  their 
neighbours,  without  they  have  along  with  them  a 
legal  certificate  from  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
figned  and  attefted  by  proper  authority  there ;  fig- 
nifying  that  he,  or  they,  came  of  honeft  parents, 
and  that  it  was  not  for  any  difhoneft  thing  they 
kft  them  ;  this  being  approved  of  and  recorded  in 
the  court  of  juftice,  the  perfons  oath  will  then  be 
deemed  lawful  5  but  you  often  negleft  this  material 
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point,  hearkening  to  your  falfe  prophets,  who 
would  deceive  the  very  eledl,  if  poffible,  to  gain 
their  own  ends  ;  making  you  believe  the  place  of 
your  deftination  flows  with  milk  and  hone)'.  All 
this  I  will  allow  may  be  had  in  America  in  great 
plenty,  with  an  honeft  endeavour ;  but  firfl:  you 
will  find  that  out  of  the  fweet  will  come  forth 
bitter.  Inftead  of  receiving  what  was  promifed  to 
you  here,  as  foon  as  you  arrive  there  you  will  be 
fold  for  four  years,  or,  if  under  age,  for  feven  years, 
to  any  planter  that  will  purchafe  you  from  the  mer¬ 
chants,  who  will  put  you  to  hard  work,  without 
being  allowed  to  leave  your  mafter’s  premifes,  dur¬ 
ing  your  indented  time,  without  his  order  in  wri¬ 
ting;  or  elfe  you  will  be  taken  up  as  a  deferter, 
and  punifhed  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  All  this  trouble  you  bring  on  yourfelves  for 
only  the  fingle  paflage  over,  which  favour  you 
might  readily  obtain  of  any  captain  for  about  three 
pounds,  or  fometimes  lefs,  and  then  you  will  be 
your  own  mailers,  and  need  not  be  controlled  by 
any.  Befides  you  are  looked  upon  as  gentlemen, 
and  may  follow  all  lawful  imployments  whatfoever, 
which  you  are  always  fure  of  meeting  with  on  your 
arrival  in  America ,  where  you  will  find  a  great 
deal  of  odds  between  an  indented  fervant  and  a  free 
man,  infomuch  that  an  induftrious  perlon  may,  in 
four  years  time,  clear  200).  fterling.  Likewife 
the  laws  in  the  plantations  art  very  fevere  againft 
indented  fervants,  firfl  occafionea  by  the  many  con- 
vidls  lent  from  Great  Bri  ain ,  &c.  Which  was 
lightly  judged,  that  fuch  felonious  pcrfons  fliould 
be  bound  to  llavery  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
and  the  law’s  of  the  country  made  fuitable  to  their 
actions,  or  elfe  in  a  li  tle  time  there  would  have 
been  no  living  for  honelf  people.  The  profit  of 
this  pradtice  has  been  fo  well  experienced  by  fome 
at  home,  that  men,  women  and  children  have  been 

led 
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led  into  captivity,  without  apprehending  the  confe- 
quence  thereof,  equally  the  fame  as  the  others  be¬ 
fore-mentioned,  on  pretence  of  giving  them  great 
reward. 

From  what  I  have  already  faid  you  may  have  a 
true  idea  of  the  defign  of  indented  fervants,  al¬ 
though  there  might  have  been  much  more  enlarged 
on  the  fubjedt  ;  but  as  time  and  place  will  not  per¬ 
mit,  I  fhall  beg  leave  from  relating  any  thing  fur¬ 
ther  on  the  affair,  but  only  obferving  the  prefent 
opportunity  that  young  men  have  to  pufh  their  for¬ 
tunes,  by  going  to  America  in  an  honourable  way, 
both  to  their  own  advantage  and  for  the  good  of 
their  king  and  country  ;  and  as  the  Britijh  troops 
are  now  in  a  fair  way  of  fubduing  our  enemies  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  which  I  hope,  with  good 
conduit  the  next  campaign  to  fee  a  compleat  con- 
queft  over  French  Canada .  It  being  a  fine  and 
plentiful  fettlement,  pleafantiy  fituated  on  the  river 
of  St.  Laurence ,  where  there  is  land  enough  cleared 
to  fubfift  near  twenty  thoufand  families,  if  properly 
cultivated ;  and  every  one  that  now  lifts  in  the 
Highland  regiments,  is  almoft  fure  of  making, 
their  fortunes ;  befides,  great  refpeit  is  fhown  to 
foldiers  there,  the  country  finding  them  provifions 
gratis ,  and  likewife  their  pay  running  on,  which 
they  receive  every  month,  and  fome  regiments  are 
paid  once  a  week. 

In  ftiort,  your  encouragement  is  of  fuch  a  bene¬ 
ficial  nature,  that  you  abfolutely  ftand  in  your  own 
light  to  refufeit;  fora  foldier  will  fave  more  in. 
one  year  in  America  than  he  can  in  Britain  for  fe- 
ven  ;  and  at  this  prefent  critical  jumfture  of  time, 
you  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  your  king  and  coun¬ 
try:  the  very  thoughts  of  a  Highland  regiment  will 
do  more  execution  amongft  the  favagcs  than  five 
thoufand  other  troops,  becaufe  of  their  new  way 
of  fcalping ,  that  is,  cutting  off  their  .heads  at  one 
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blow  with  the  broad  ("word  ;  for  the  natives  think 
when  their  heads  are  gone  they  will  not  be  able  to 
rife  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the  dead. 

Although  they  have  but  a  very  faint  idea  of  a 
Deity,  yet  they  are  very  fuperftitious  in  their  way, 
for  when  they  bury  the  dead  they  take  all  the  care 
imaginable  to  preferve  their  heads  above  the  earth. 

Likewife  if  wounded  in  the  field  of  battle,  would 
much  rather  die  in  their  wounds,  than  fuffer  their 
limbs  to  be  cut  from  their  bodies :  The  reafon  af¬ 
fined  for  this  cannot  be  rightly  diftinguifhed  by 
any,  for  they  are  very  cautious  of  difcovering  their 
mind  to  white  people ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  they 
believe  in  a  future  Being,  and  that  after  death  they 
will  go  to  this  Good  Man, whom  they  now  think  lives 
beyond  the  Wejiern  Mountains ,  ready  to  receive 
them  when  they  depart  this  life,  if  in  cafe  they  are 
not  any  wife  difabled,  and  bring  along  with  them 
their  inftruments  of  war;  which  is  the  ufual  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Indians  to  put  their  Tomahawk  and  gun 
in  the  grave  with  the  dead,  in  order  to  fight  for  this 
Good  Man  when  they  rife  again,  in  oppofition  to 
evil  fpirits.  But  the  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  the 
Highlanders  fills  them  with  fuch  a  panick  fear  of 
cutting  off  their  heads,  which  they  think  will  for 
ever  deprive  them  of  being  of  fervice  to  their  Good 
Mafter,  whom  they  are  in  expe&ation  of  feeing, 
when  departed  from  their  friends  here;  by  this  it 
evidently  appears,  that  they  believe  in  a  divine 
Bein",  but,  for  want  of  the  knowledge  of  Chnft, 
they  °fuppofe  that  they  will  inhabit  a  future  ftate 
with  the  fame  body,  under  the  fame  inconvenien¬ 
ces  and  defers  they  now  have  on  earth. 

Although  fome  part  of  America  is  inhabited  by 
favages,  yet  that  need  not  give  you  any  trouble  in 
noincr  there  to  ferve  your  king  and  country,  for 
there°is  ten  that  call  themfelves  Chnftians  to  one  of 
the  natives,  and  if  the  French  were  but  conquered 
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in  thefe  parts  of  the  globe,  the  Indians  would  never 
mojeft  you,  which  is  now  eafily  in  our  power  to 
fubdue  Canada  before  Augujl  1759. 

I  made  the  following  obfervations,  in  1756, 
when  taken  at  the  fiege  of  Ofwego,  and  conduc¬ 
ted  to  Montreal  and  Quebec,  where  I  was  ad¬ 
mitted  a  prifoner  at  large  in  both  cities  for 
feveral  months,  having  then  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  fortifications  and  ftrength  of  thofe 
places,  I  thought  it  necefiary  to  take  home  account 
thereof,  hoping  that  it  might  be  of  fervice  to  the  * 
Butijb  intereft,  if  in  cafe  an  invafion  was  intended 
again  It  Canada ;  neither  did  the  moft  convenient 
roads  efcape  my  memory,  leading  from  Crown - 
Point  and  Ojwego  to  the  heart  of  the  French  country, 
being  the  only  way  our  troops  had  to  purfue  their 
defigns  agatnft  the  enemy  ;  in  which  my  conftant 
iiudy  was  to  defcribe  the  moft  difficult  paffes  our 
army  had  to  go  throw  during  the  time  of  their 
maich  from  Albany  to  Canada ,  as  it  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  cur  generals  and  commanders  in  chief  from 
Europe  ftave  any  knowledge  of  thefe  parts  of  the  * 
world,  any  other  way  than  by  the  information  of 
travellers,  whofe  experience,  perhaps,  gained  them 
the  point  of  knowledge.  This  being  my  cafe, 

I  flattei  myfelf  with  the  plealing  hopes  that  thefe- 
my  plans  have  been  of  feme  fervice  to  this  ft  c- 
cefsful  campaign  .  in  America.  As  the  following 
Plans  were  firft  publiflied  at  Glafgow  in  the  ’begin* 
rung  of  the  year  1758,  (the  time  the  Highland 
regiments  were  going  to  America )  every  officer 
in  that  corps  purchafed  on  3  of  thefe  books,  as  afford¬ 
ing  fome  uieful  hints  for  the  operations  of  the  war 
as  appears  from  the  following  Plan  for  takino-  cf 
Quebec,  and  fubduing  all  Canada.  ° 

As  Louijbcurg  is  in  our  poiTffion,  the  key  of  their 
country,  proper  plans  might  foon  be  concluded  up¬ 
on 
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on  to  invade  Canada  early  in  the  fpring,  and  with¬ 
out  doubt  make  ourfelves  mailers  of  it. 

Pil'd-,  To  divide  our  forces  into  three  divifions, 
in  order  tofeparate  the  enemy;  then  proceed  to  ac¬ 
tion  in  the  manner  following :  For  ten  men  of  war, 
with  as  many  thoufand  troops  to  embark  at 
Cape  Breton  about  the  latter  end  of  April,  with 
all  neceflary  implements  for  carrying  on  a  fiege 
againd  Quebec^  one  of  the  principal  towns  the 
French  have  in  America ,  and  is  now  lying  open  to 
our  armed  diips  ;  which,  if  they  arrive  in  the  river 
of  St.  Laurence  early  in  the  fpring  with  the  fore- 
faid  forces,  they  will  undoubtedly  alarm  the  enemy, 
and  oblige  Monfieur  de  JIAontcalm  to  attend  with 
all  his  army  to  watch  our  motions  in  landing  the 
troops  in  their  territories.  Phis  expedition  ought  to 
be  carried  on  with  a  precautious  concern  ;  yet,  at 
the  fame  time  giving  the  enemy  an  expectation  of 
a  daily  approach,  when,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
are  procuring  for  tbemfelves  a  longer  delay,  in  or¬ 
der  for  the  better  advantage  of  the  two  divifions 
before-mentioned  :  for  if  the  fleet  give  proper  alarms 
to  the  enemy  it  will  bring  the  major  part  of  their 
forces  from  Crown- Point,  neither  would  it  be  ne- 
cedary  to  land  the  troops  for  a  confi  ierable  time, 
except  we  are  fure  of  keeping  the  field,  and  if  you 
are  obliged  to  retreat,  there  is  not  much  danger, 
becaufe  you  may  be  protected  under  the  fire  of  the 
fhips. 

Secondly,  The  fecond  divifion  at  Albany ,  con¬ 
fiding  of  ten  thoufand  men  for  carrying  this  plan 
into  execution,  ought  to  be  on  their  march  for 
Ciovan  Point  about  the  tenth  of  April ,  and  by  tak¬ 
ing  of  this  fort  we  have  a  fine  and  open  communi¬ 
cation  from  thence  to  the  heart  of  Canada ,  which 
in  three  days  time  the  whole  army  may  march  to 
Montreal ,  or  in  fix  to  Quebec. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  The  third  divifion,  confining  of  ten 
thoufand  men,  fhould  be  on  their  march  about  the 
fame  time  with  the  fecond  divifion,  for  fort  Front enac , 
that  lies  North  of  Ofuiego ,  on  the  head  of  St. 
Laurence.  By  taking  this  garrifon  it  cuts  off  the 
communication  of  the  French  from  the  Ohio ,  as 
well  as  retaking  all  our  veflels  loft  at  Ojwego  \  then, 
on  the  furrendering  of  the  place,  which  will  in 
confenuence  fall  into  our  hands,  if  we  only  go  and 
demand  it ;  from  thence  our  troops  may  proceed  to 
M.ntreal  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe,  down  the  river 
of  St.  Laurence  in  the  natteaux,  where  they  may 

arrive  in  about  four  days. 

But  1  mull  in  this  place  obferveto  you,  that  there 
is  a  (mail  fort  on  the  fame  river  in  your  way,  about 
fixty  miles  below  brontenac ,  it  is  made  oi  ftoccaucs 
with  four  block-houfes  one  in  each  corner,  mounted 
with  a  few  fmall  iwivel  guns  t  there  is  aifo  on  the 
North  eaft  fide  of  it  two  large  barracks,  that  by 
computation  may  hold  about  five  hundred  men 
each  ;  but  the  fortification  appeared  to  me  of  fo 
little  ftrength  that  I  think  it  will  give  you  no  re- 
fiftance;  it  being  only  a  magazine  and  fiore  houfe 
for  the  French  troops  on  their  road  to  the  Ohio : 
from  thence  there  is  nothing  elfe  to  difturb  you, 
till  arrived  at  Montreal ;  this  town  is  furrounded 
with  a  ftone  wall  about  three  feet  thick,  and  in 
the  middle  of  the  city  there  is  a  piece  of  rifing 
ground,  whereon  is  a  fortification  with  eight  fix 
pounders  in  it.  The  town  feems  to  be  of  no  con¬ 
dition  to  {land  a  fiege  againft  any  fuch  number  of 
forces  before-mentioned,  fo  that  it  muft  in  a  few 
days  fall  into  our  hands. 

Like  wife  in  the  mean  time  if  there  were  fuccefs 
obtained  at  Crown-Point,  the  moft  of  that  army 
might  march  into  Canada ,  and  join  the  troops  at 
Montreal ,  or  when  the  fort  is  regularly  befieged, 
five  thoufand  men  is  fufficientto  keep  them  inaction, 

when 
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when  the  others  might  be  feparated,  if  occafion  re¬ 
quired  them  at  uebec ,  which  you  may  depend 
that  the  timely  arrival  of  our  fleet  in  the  river  of 
St.  Laurence ,  would  oblige  all  the  French  regulars 
to  abide  there. 

To  let  you  know,  this  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  for¬ 
tified  places  in  Canada ,  and  will,  no  doubt,  make 
great  refiftance  againft  its  enemies.  It  is  alfo  fur- 
rounded  on  the  land  fide  by  a  ftrong  ftone  wall  be¬ 
tween  20  and  30  foot  high,  and  by  computation 
near  as  broad,  with  places  on  the  ramparts  to  mount 
about  an  hundred  cannon  ;  all  of  which  were  mak¬ 
ing  ready  with  the  greateft  expedition,  to  be  fixed, 
when  1  left  the  country.  The  moft  part  of  the 
town  is  undermined}  but  the  only  belt  and  eafieft 
way  to  befiege  it  is,  to  ere£t  a  fortification  on  the 
upline  of  the  river,  and  dcmolilh  their  water  bat¬ 
tery,  which  will  then  give  our  men  of  war  an  op- 
poitunity  of  coming  up  along  the  fide  of  the  wharf, 
as  all  the  heavy  artillery  and  ftrengtn  of  the  place 
lies  on  the  South-fide  of  the  town,  their  principal 
magazine  is  on  an  eminence  of  ground  to  the 
Sjuth-ea:t  fide  of  the  city,  about  two  hundred 
yards  diftance  from  the  walls  ;  which  is  flrongly 
fortified  on  every  fide,  as  well  as  having  a  commu¬ 
nication  underground,  from  thence  to  the  middle 
of  the  citadel ;  but  I  fi.rther  obferved,  that  it  had 
little  or  no  command  on  the  (hipping.  With  fuch 
like  plans,  and  regular  difcipline  obferved,  the  moft 
part  of  the  three  divifions  might  befiege  it  in  form, 
and,  in  a  (hort  time,  make  themielves  mafters  of 
it,  which  would  intirely  put  an  end  to  the  war  in 
America ,  and  the  Britijh  loldiers  be  handfomely  re¬ 
warded  for  their  labour,  with  the  lands  and  tene¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy,  as  none  have  more  right  to 
the  poflefiion  than  thofe  that  venture  their  lives  to 
purchafe  it ;  and  thofe  who  go  in  the  Highlutid  re¬ 
giments  are  fure  of  making  their  fortunes,  perhaps, 

without 


‘ITH  a  view  of  fhewingthat  the  {Length 
T  w  and  riches  of  Great  Britain  are  clofely 
connected  with  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  our  colonies 
abroad,  I  publifhed  this  treatile,  containing,  A 
plain  narrative  of  the  favage  conduct  of  our  foes 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  defcribing  what  I  felt, 
and  what  I  was  an  eye-witnefs  of;  but  neither  the 
ffrange  vicilTitudes  of  my  own  fortune,  chequer’d 
with  uncommon  calamities,  nor  the  good  intention 
of  my  performance,  could  protect  me  from  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  Dean  of  Guild ,  and  fome  merchants 
of  Aberdeen ,  near  the  place  of  my  nativity,  where 
I  was  gone  in  queft  of  my  relations :  Becaufe  in  the 
introdudtion  of  my  little  work  I  had  told,  how  at 
eight  years  of  age  I  was  feized  when  amufing  my- 

felf 
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without  ever  drawing  their  fwords,  for  if  we  con¬ 
tinue  a  war  about  two  years  longer  Canada  will  in 
courfe  fall  into  our  hands,  as  it  can  in  no  wife  main¬ 
tain  itfelf,  and  the  troops  that  are  now  in  it,  with¬ 
out  the  affiftance  of  Old  France :  and  our  naval  force 
being  far  fuperior  to  theirs,  by  keeping  a  fleet  in 
the  river  of  St.  Laurence ,  and  another  in  the  Miff- 
ffippi  river,  which  will  intirely  cut  off  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  enemy  from  having  any  connection 
in  North  America. 

But  as  the  fizeof  this  fhorthiftory  will  not  per- 
mit  me  to  enlarge  any  farther,  I  therefore  (hall 
conclude  with  the  detail  of  my  own  affairs  at  Aber¬ 
deen ,  the  24th  of  June,  1758. 


Jhe  T rue  State  of  the  Cafe  between  the  Author 
and  the  Merchants  of  Aberdeen,  in  relation 
to  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  pages  of  this 
Book. 
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felf  on  the  key  of  that  fea  port  town,  hurried  on 
fhip-board,  and  fold  for  a  Have.  Hard  fate  to  fuffer 
this !  Harder  ftill  to  be  profecuted  for  telling  the 
interefting  tale  !  I  Laid,  fuch  was  for  fome  years  the 
pradtice  of  the  traders  there  ;  be  that  as  it  will,  I 
named  none,  I  am  fure  of  my  own  misfortunes, 
and  that  of  feveral  other  unhappy  boys,  unwarrant¬ 
ably  carried  off  in  the  fame  (hip,  and  with  my  felf 
left  to  perifh,  when  the  fhipftruck  aground  on  the 
coaft  of  America.  I  am  not  fkilful  enough  to  fay, 
whether  it  was  an  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  to  imprifon  me  for  publifhing  what  I  h;;d  fo 
much  reafon  to  believe  ;  but  mud  lament  that  the 
dread  of  confinement  (before  I  had  found  out  any 
of  my  friends,  and  after  upwards  of  350  of  my 
books,  the  only  immediate  means  of  my  fupport, 
were  feized)  fhould  induce  me  to  fign  a  paper  pre- 
fented  to  me,  declaiming  two  or  three  pages  of  my 
book,  which  has  been  fince  carefully  inferted  in  the 
Aberdeen  Journal:  And  it  is  fubrnitted  to  the  judg- 
-  ment  of  every  impartial  perfon,  whether  or  no  the 
thoughts  of  being  detained  prifoner  without  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  bail,  by  fuch  a  powerful  party  as  1  had  to 
deal  with  at  Aberdeen ,  might  not  be  the  foie  mo¬ 
tive  for  figning  any  paper  they  tendered  to  me,  in 
order  to  procure  my  enlargement,  efpecially  as  I 
had  not  then  made  out  my  kindred,  nor  could  con- 
fequently  prove  the  identity  of  my  perfon. 

That  the  paper  or  letter  faid  to  be  given  to  them 
was  a  piece  of  the  r  own  making  is  manifeft ;  for 
admitting  (though  altogether  denying  that  1  ever 
■*  gave  in  any  fuch  paper)  ic  is  abfurd  to  imagine  that 
I  would  have  defired  the  fame  to  be  publilhed  at 
Tot  k,  where  my  books  were  printed  :  No,  any  un¬ 
prejudiced  man  can  eafily  fee  that  the  fame  was 
only  the  produ&ion  of  their  ill-will,  and  calculated 
to  wipe  oft'  the  reproach  I  had  fo  juftly  branded 
them  with.  However,  asfoon  as  I  had  my  liber- 
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ty  I  went  in  queft  of  my  relations,  found  fome  of 
them  in  the  fame  county,  and  got  the  atteftations 
of  fome,  and  the  affidavit  of  others,  proving  I  was 
the  perfon,  and  had  been  taken  away  as  represented 
in  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  pages  of  my  work,  be¬ 
fore  one  of  his  majefty’s  chief  juftices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Aberdeen ,  who  certifies  the  truth 
thereof  in  manner  under-written. 

But  in  this  place  I  muft  declare  that  my  intention 
is  not  to  impute  this  fcandalous  .praftice  called  Kid¬ 
napping  to  the  charge  of  the  whole  town  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  but  to  fuch  perfons  as  have  actually  been 
guilty  of  it,  and  thofe  that  are  now  concerned  in  pro- 
fecutinc  me,  for  intimating  I  was  ftolen  from  that 
town;  and  as  I  can  make  it  appear  that  I  was 
taken  away,  when  not  in  the  capacity  to  go  01 
myfelf ;  on  the  contrary,  if  any  in  the  city  of  Aber¬ 
deen  think  themftlves  injured  by  my  laying  Kulnap- 
pim  to  their  charge,  let  them  or  any  of  them  make 
it  appear  that  my  parents  fold  me,  or  that  I  went  oft 
by  the  confent  of  any  of  my  relations,  if  fo,  1  ihall 
make  them  all  the  fatisfaftion  I  am  able;  but  if  fuch 
a  thing  was  poffible  for  my  kindred  to  dilpofe  of  me 
to  ^merchants,  certainly  ray  adverfanes  would 
have  had  it  on  record,  and  publiffied  it  againft  me 
before  this  time,  which  if  they  do  not  prove,  one 
fhould  think  I  ought  to  have  reftitution  for  my  books 
and  money  they  unlawfully  took  from  me,  and  was 
determined  to  ufe  me  worfe  than  did  the  very  fa- 
vases  themfelves,  had  it  not  been  tor  the  goodnefs 
of  Sir  Archibald  Grant ,  baronet,  who  examined 
proper  witneffes  fufficient  to  maintain  the  truth  of 
mv  heino-  carried  off  from  Aberdeen ,  as  represented 
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The  following  is  the  Atteftation,  vindicating  the 
Truth  of  Peter  Williamson,  the  Au¬ 
thor  %  his  being  carried  off  from  Aberdeen  ; 
taken  before  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  of 
Monymufk,  Bort.  Justice  of  the  Peace ,  af¬ 
ter  he  was  releafed  from  prifon . 

At  Monymufk- houfe,  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen,  July  3,  1758. 

COMPEARED  before  me  Sir  Archibald 
Grant ,  of  Monymufk ,  Bart,  one  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid  county,  Peter 
Williamson,  late  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania , 
in  America ,  and  fome  time  a  foldier  in  the  king’s 
fervice  there,  and  laft  in  the  king’s  royal  regiment 
of  Scots-,  from  which  he  was  difcharged,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  his  difcharge  from  general  Sir  'James  Sin¬ 
clair ,  under  his  hand  and  feal,  which  he  produced 
to  me,  for  verification  thereof :  And  reprefented 
that  whereas  fome  malicious  perfons  had  threatened 
to  difturb  him  as  a  vagrant,  alledging  that  he  was 
not  a  native  of  this  country,  nor  had  any  rel  tions, 
or  connections  in  it;  which  might  prove  inconve¬ 
nient  to  him,  whilfl  he  remained  with  his  friends 
in  this  country  ;  as  alfo  in  other  countries,  where 
his  bufinefs  might  require  him  to  go  ;  be  intending 
to  return  to  England ,  to  prepare  for  and  get  his 
paflage  back  to  Penfylvania ,  where  he  has  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  fome  land;  from  which  he  was  taken  by 
the  Indians  in  1754;  and  therefore  delired  that  he 
might  have  a  certificate  from  a  juftice  of  the  peace, 
of  the  place  of  his  nativity,  being  defeended  of 
honefl  parents,  upon  his  producing  pr.  per  evidences 
thereof,  and  that  he  was  reputed  a  man  againfl 
whom  there  was  no  legal  objections. 

For  the  verification  of  the  above,  befides  the 
from  general  Sinc'air  above-mentioned, 
i  he 
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he  produced  a  certificate  from  the  rev.  William  For- 
fith,  minifter  of  the  parifh  of  Abcyne ,  in  this  coun¬ 
ty,  narrating  the  time  of  his  birth,  extracted  from 
that  parifh  regiftcr,  and  of  his  being  defcended  of 
honeft  parents,  then  refiding  there  ;  his  father  be¬ 
ing  then  a  farmer  in  that  parifh  :  And  alfo  delivered 
me  a  letter,  directed  to  me,  from  Robert  Chalmers , 
of  Balnacraige ,  efq;  and  likewife  anoiher  letter  to 
me,  from  Fran; is  Frazer ,  of  Findrack ,  efq;  who 
are  gentlemen  of  eftates  in  this  county ;  and  both 
of  them  attefting  that  he  was  fon  of  James  IVil- 
liamfon ,  mentioned  in  the  rev.  minifter  of  Aboyne’ s 
atteflation  ;  and  that  two  of  his  brothers  had  been 
in  their  fervices,  who  had  behaved  themfelves  un- 
exceptionably  ;  one  of  them  is  now  in  colonel 
Montgomery’s  Highland  regiment,  now  in  Americat 
and  the  other  (till  living  in  the  eftate  of  Findrack ; 
and  that  they  know,  or  are  well  informed,  ot 
Peter  having  feveral  other  relations  of  good  cha¬ 
racter  in  the  country,  all  of  them  owned  him  as 
their  relation  ;  and  as  one  of  whom  they  never 
heard  any  thing  blameable;  and  that  they  were 
alfo  well  informed  that  Peter ,  when  about  eight 
years  of  age,  was  carried  or  went  off  to  America , 
and  had  ftnce  obtained  a  fettlement  in  Penfylvania. 
And  he  further  produced  before  me  John  Ihilfon^ 
in  the  parifh  of  Lumphanan ,  and  Alexander  JVil- 
liamfon ,  in  the  parifh  of  Kincardine  both  in  this 
county,  who  made  affidavit  that  they  knew  Peter 
and  his  parents  as  abovementioned  ;  and  that  about 
1 8  years  ago  he  left  the  country  to  go  to  Aberdeen 
toacoufin;  and  that  they  knew  him  to  be  the 
fame  perfon  upon  his  return  now.  Wherefore  I 
do  herebv  certify  the  truth  of  all  the  above.  Wit- 
nefs  my  hand  and  feal,  time  and  place  above- 

mentioned.  arch  grant,  J.  P. 

ROB.  YOUNG,  Clerk. 
FINIS. 


